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We are indined to think that we ehall^beit smrt Ihe * 
our reader^ if, instead of ininiital^> 
attempt to give, in « waj necesssri^ has^ j 
own view of the life and character of Mr. O^rdt 

towards liim is not exactly tliat'of thei ^ 

impeached him in 1787 ; neither is it of the TBUM ^ 
mons which ulODTered and stood up to receive Um iis ] 
had great ^fi^ties, and he rendered great smrvtoei 
But to represent him as a man of stainless virtue 
ridicubus; and from regard his memiqy^ 
feeling, his friebds would have, do^ y^ to IM |m j| 
to sudi adttlationu We believe tha^ if he Urti* . 
would have sofecieDt jadgnient and snfideet 
to wish to be shown as he was. must hmm.lttjm lliie 
were dorit spots on his fame. He might abo.lsm 
that the splendour of his fame wodd bear many spf^ 

I’.ave wishtjd posterity to have a likeness rf li^, an 

un^AVoural)|i likenesi^ rather than a daub at oiiee hidllp and 
uuhdtux^ r&embling neither Urn 
me as I am,” said Oliver Crorntrel), whilS ilttfng 
If you httve out the ssan and wrinkles, I wil 
-hil&ng.” Even in saoh a trid^ the great Froteefor Abwed I " 
liis good sense and his mi^nanimity. Ho ^ wit wish 
ivts cluiraeteristic 1% 'ibis com^ance to bl lost; in 
ittempt to give him the regid^ar features and smooth ^ 
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of th^ carl-pat^»d ]niiv«>n» of James the First He > was 
<i6ateut ihat^is luee i^lKuild go forth marked with all the blemuhes 
W&ich hod < been pat on it hy tiihe, by war, by sleepless nighta^ by 
enictetyr perhaps by remorso ; but with valour, policy, authority, 
' Slid pobUc <mrc written in all its princely lines. If men truly 
great knew their own interest, it is thus that they would wish 
their miitds to be portrayed. 

Warren HMings sprang from an ancient and illustrious l ucc. 
li haa bM allied that his pedigree can be traced back i > ili(‘ 
great sca-^^ng, whose sails w'ere. long the terror oi both 

eoaSts the British Channel, end who, after many p o and 
dtohbtfnl struggles, yielded at la^^tto the valour and gcuiuy < Alfred. 
But Aa ubdoubted splendour of the line of Jlasting^ needs no 
ilfaisttlktion from fable. One brancli of that line worv, in the 
Apirteeitdi oentary, the coronet of Tembroke. From artother 
hpBAch aprsng the rmiovned Chamberiuin, the fuithfu! r.dherenl 
fof the White Uose, whose fate has furnished so striking a theme 
both to poets and to historians. His family reccivc'd from the 
IMoiB llm eai'ldom of Huntingdon, which, aftiT long dir^pussession, 
l^rags&ed lu our time by a series of events scarcely paralleled 
iipiRDipaQoe. * 

l^io^Jkirds of the manor of Dajlesford, in Worrcstcrshire, 
jdsSaed to be considered as the heads uf this distinguished family. 
The main stock, indeo<~l, prospered less than soux of i&e younger 
scoots. But the Daylesford family, though m \ cur.obled, was 
waidt^iiad highly considered, till, about two hundred years ago, 
^wait overwhelmed by the ^rrat ruii! of the '’ivd war. The 
jnbwtuigs of that time was a ztolous cavalic:-. Be raised raoDjy on 
INb labdA'^sent hia pkrj to the mint at Oxford, joined the royal 
llbigr, and, after ^pending half his j>roperty i > the (;auAO of King 
|9luiiie% was glad to ronsum himself by xnakinp over most of the 
fffjjitou&ing half to Speah^>r Lcnthal. The olu seat at Daylesford 
at^ remauied in tlie family ; but it coukl no longer be kept up ; and 
il|*4be following generaiion it was sold to a merchaut of lisndop- 
< "Hefttre this transfer took place, the last Hastings of DayleeFord 
kM premted his second sou to the rectory of tlie parish in which 
the ancient residence of the family stood. The living was of little 
;aaiae| and the situation of the poor clergyman, after the sole of 
Bto estate^ was deplorable. He was constautly engaged in lawstnis 
al^t Ills litbes with tlie new lord of the matjor, and was at length 



jittofy rahwi. IBk alduit ton, 

mw.oUwn«i»]riMi»intiUC^to^ n« Mooad eon, Vji'Siilpa, 
•a i<n> worAleM bqjr* mnriod bafore be was litMee, lae( ^ 
in two Teen, aad died in the W«st Indiea, 1eaieiiij| to tbo'eam of 
bie nnfertnneto fiitlier n little orpiuui, d e e fi to d -i# ettwefe end 
memorable Ticieritodes of foitoM. 


Wen^, the eon of Frnaston, wee bom on. fho. eisA of S|»i 
eember, 1732. Hie mother died a few daye later; aflMi' be wen left 
dependent on hie dietreeeed gtandfather. '(he eSiOd wae 'te'ft)[a(||ft 
to the Tillage edtod, when he lemned lietftfto or ttia-ftiM| 
bench with the eone of the peaeantry ; nor 
garb or fore indicate that hit Itfe was to 
course from that ^ the young rottics with 
played. But no eloud could overcaat tha 
and so much amliiUon. The very ploughmtfti otlWrtM, 
remembered, how kindly Uttle Warnsn took hodtd^^^P 

doily sight of the lands which his ant^toeavltfli 
which had passed into the hands of stnuig«r% iRBod hi»'|MM| 
far|iii with wild fancies and prtjeets. He lo«|Sd to hear 
the wealth and greatness of his prog4*tiitof%, of tke^ 
housekeeping, their loyalty, and thehr vahor* On one 
summer day, tlie boy, then just seven years old, on tjj» ;lij^ 
of the rivulet wbidi flow# through the u4 domain of hh/^ipllto bti' 
join the 'fhere, ns thteocoro and ten years lnt«e:4iMai|iM' 
tele, rose in his mind a scheme whkb, ttmagk ill 
eventtul enreer, was never abandomd. .lis-< itoftd . to wi wr ' ijm. 
estate which hftd beloaged to his Others. Ha watJt Ito. |Mitifa§ l" 
of Dayleafnrd. Ibis {Hirpase, formed iw infiuqr ami 
strungiT a.^ his intelleet expanded and aa bln finMito toft. Ha 
pursued hii plan with that calm but hMtoMa 
a-hlf'h was vhe most striking peculiarity of dris eba t as totf . 
under a tropical sun, ho ruled fifty milfoimvaf Aalatie% 
amidst all the cares of war, finance, and liglttsllift aiH piiiieA to 
Daylesford. And when his long public so siftjahllyalwyier^ 
with good and evil, with gkry and ohlo^aj^ haftft Itoigft ckaad 
fiw ever, it vras toDi^lt'ford that fae .sal|i>rttorftiK>' 

When bs was eight yasrs dd, hia,iUMie Ha«ai4 -dftBhnhMi # 
talmchai^cf lfiai, aadtogisahhnaKbendiftMiftsm .’l)ia b(|i 
wmrt up to-Xiondim, and was asnt to wsdKwthj^Hpilfiilfth 
be was w^ teaght butH He (dwi^ sHilHhii ifii 
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ot the herd #d acantj fare^oi' Aii seminary. At»ten 

he WHR wStiMrtA to Westminster school^ then fleuriabuig under the 
eare ^ Dr. Michols. Vinnj Bourne^ m his pupils affectionately 
ealled hiiniy was one of the masters. Churchill, Colmon, Lkyd, 
Cwnberlaiidv Cowper, were amon^ the students. With Cowper, 
Hastfpgs fbraMd a friendship which neither the lapse of time, nor 
a wiAa dissimilarity of opinions and poi^suits, could wholly dissolve. 
. li does 9^ appear that they over met after they had grown to 
msnlidod* But forty years later, when the voieca of many great 
l/mlora were crying: for vengeance on the oppressor of Indi;i, the 
f shy and seclod^^ poet could imngc to himself Hastings tlie Go- 
vernor-General only as the Hastings; with whom he had rowed on 
the Thameasnd played in the cloister, and refused to believe that 
' Bo^?|goo^-teinpereu a fellow could Lave done any thing viMy wrong. 
His own life hnd been spent in praying, musing, and rhyming 
anyong the watc ! -lilies of the Ouse, lie had preserved in no com- 
mon measure th* innocenbe of childhood. His spirit had indeed 
been severely trl* d, but not by texuptations which impelled him to 
any gross violatii'n of the rules of social morality, lie hud never 
been attdeked b} < .mibinations of powerful and deadly enemies. 
He had Si^er compdled to make a choice between inno- 
cence great iK -s, betw^een crime and ruin. Firmly as he held 
in the.ur\ the do' ; sine of human depraviiy, his habits were such 
that he ^ros unabl' to conceive how far from the path of right 
even kind and noble natures may bo hurried by the rage of con- 
flict the lust of dominioii. 

Hastings had another associate at Westminster of whom we 
*Bhail have occasion to make frequent mention, Elijah, linpey. f We 
know little about tlidr school days. But, we think, we may safely 
vepiture to guess tiiak wheoever Hastings wished to play any trick 
nsove than usually naughty, he hired with a tart or a ball 

to aei as fi^ in the worst port of the pxank., 

Warren was distinguished among his comrades as an excellent 
sirimmer, boatman, and scholar. At fourteen he was first in the 
examination for the foundation. Uis name in gilded letters on the 
walls of the dormitory still Attests his victory over many older com* 
petftors. He stayed two yq|» longer at the school, and was looking 
forward to a studentship af Christ Chui^h, when an event happened 
which changed the whale comrse of bis life. Howard Hastings 
died, bequ^tliing 1 ‘s ii6|^l|iew to the care of a friend and distant 
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roliition^ notncd Cliiswick. This gisniisiiiaDy though hf .dii} not 
absolutely reiuso the charge, was desiroos to rid laiiise%^ it as 
soon 03 possible. Dr. Nichols iiuitde strong remonstniY|<M against 
the cruelty of interrupting the stpdies of a youth vIns Seemd 
likely to be one of the first scholars of the age* . Be even oAinl 
to b^r the expense of sexidiug his favonrile pupil to Oxford. jRatit 
Mr. Chiswick was inflexible. He thought the years wluch luA 
already been wasted on hexameters and pentameters saSdent. 
[Jo had it in his power to obtain for the tal tMadiership in the 
ser\ i'e of tlie East India Company. VJidfcpr||he yoong adren- 
tun 1 % w hen once shipped ofl^ made a fiMtnne;, qr died of a 
com[>i.'unt, he equally ceased to be u burden to any body. Wiuinii 
was accordingly removed fenas Westminster aehooht aa4 placed for 
a few inontlis ot a eoianDercial aradem}*, to study arithaeSib aad 
book-keeping. In January 17d0, a few days after he had Oom** 
piciod his seventeenth year, he sailed for Bengal, and arrieni afl 
iiis destination in the October following. 

ife w as immfidiately placed ut a de^k in the Secretafy^a^fflke^ 
nt Calcutta, and laboured there during two years. Fort.VnUia^, 
wus then purely a commercial ^settlement. In the spi*/Ii of |iid|ia 
the erHT caching nuiicy of Duplcix bad transfonuod^tbe servants 
the English company, against their will, into diplomsljl^ ami 
gf.'ncrals. The war of the succession was raging in theH^nmitic; 
and tiic tide hatl been suddenly turned against She Frc&eh by llie 
gmiiiis of young Kobert Clive. But in Bengal the iSufropean 
hf'ttlers, at peace with the natives niid with each other, were' wholly 
occupiiMi with' ledgers and bills of iidiiig. 

After two years passed in keeping accounts at Calcutta, HastiogSi 
was sent up the country to Cossimbazar, a town which lies on the ; 
lloogley, aftout a mile from Mu^^rshedabad, and whi^ then bon> ‘ 
to ^foorsiK Jubad a relation, jf we may compare small things witli} 
great, such us the city of London bears to Westminster.! Moor^Iie- 
dubad was the abode of the prince wiio, by an authority ostensil iy 
derivecT from the Mc^ul, but really independent, ruled the thr «e 
great provinces of Bengal^ Orissa, and. Bakar. At Muorshedabad 
were the court, the harem, and the public offices. Cossimbaiar 
was a port and a place oi trade, renowned for the quantity and 
excellence of the 6ili|K,s whioh were sold in itumurts, and cowf^lamly 
receiving and son^ng forth fleets of richlj^ Iq^en barges. At 
this important pointy the Company had estafaUsbed a small 

4 4 
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to that of Fort William. Here, daring Mveral 
yeaiii HaRttngfe was employod in making bargains for stuffs with 
natiwsbn)k6i;ti While he was thus engaged^ Snrajah Dowlafa suc- 
ceeded to the Iptenimeilti and declared war against the English. 
The defbnoeleas settlement of Cossimbasar, lying close, to the 
tyraatb dtS>ita], was instantly seized. Hastings was eent a pri- 
soner to Moorshedabad, but^ in consequence of the humane inter- 
vea&m, ofHhe servants of the Dutch Company, was treated with 
indulfeaoei» Meanr^liile the Nabob marched on Calcutta; the 
governor and the commandant ded ; the town and citadel were 
taken, and moat of the English prisoners perished in the Black 
Htde. 

Jn these iventt originated the gniatness of Warren Hastings. 
The fugitive gov. rnor and his com])aiiir.iis had taken refuge on the 
dreary islet of Fulda, near the mouth of the Hoogley, J'licy were 
nattirally desiro;<^ to obtain full information respecting llte pro- 
ceedings of the X.ihob; and no person seemed so likf i v to furnish 
it as Hastings, \/ho was a pH'^onnr at Jgrgc in th'* immediate 
neighboirheod of the court. He rluis became .'i dipliiin^ttic agent, 
and soon established a high character for ahilily uii'l resolution. 
The treiiMOii wUtcli ht a later period was fatal to Surahih Dowlah 
was already in progress; and Hastings was admitted to the deli* 
beratioiiF of the conspirators. But the time fi/r striiiing had not 
arrived. It wus necessaiy to postporic the of the de- 

sign; and Hastings, who was nu\> in extreme peril, lied to Fukla. 

Sooi^ aftor his arrivM at Fulda, th" expcHlitinn from Madras, 
commanded by Clive, ujipcared in the Th .»gley. >V;;rrcn, young, 
intrepid, and excited probably by the exaTiiple of ih'‘ Commander 
of the Forces who, having like himsedf a mercantile agent o( 
Ibe Company, iiad been turned by public •■.d unities into a soldit.T, 
jietennined to serve in the ranks. Paring .iie early operatjon-s 
of the war be carried it musket But the quick eye of Clive 
soon perceived that the bead ni the young vohuiteiT would he 
more useful than his arm. When, after the Imttlc of l^hasey, 
Mm Jaffier was proclaimed Nabob of Bengal, Hastings wss ap- 
pointed to re.side at ti e court of the new prince as agent for tte 
Company, r- 

He remained at Moorshedabad till the year 1761, when he be* 
came a mm.ber of Council, and wijh consequently forced to reride 
at, Calcutta. This was during the intervri between CUve*s Ant 
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iiit^ second administration, m intorvd which has left iMi|f flio 
fame of the East India Compaiijr^ a stain, not wholly eflnad by 
many years of just and homa^ govempient. Mr. Yaiirittart, 
the Governor, was at the head of a new and anomaioas em- 
pire. On one aide waa a hand of English fhnctaonariei^ darings 
intelligent, eager to be rielu On the other side waa a great] 
native population, helpless, timid, aceustomed to crouch under] 
oppression. To keep the atronger race from preyii^ on the 
weaker, was an undertaking which tasked to the utmost the talents 
and entTgy of Clive. Vansittart; with fuir^ intentions, waa a 
feeble and inefficient* ruler. The master caste, aa wa# natnn], 
broke loosr. from all restraint; and then was seen whet we bedieve 
to be tlio most frightfiilof all spectacles ihe strength of civiliiatioB' 
without rncrcy. To all other de?p there ia a eheit^ isb- 
perfect indeed, and liable to gross abusf., but still sttffictent topre- 
serve soci ety from the last extreme of iris* ry. A time oomeawhen: 
the e\ iN oi submission ure ohvioutiy sr?ater then those of resist- 
ance, he.i fear itself begets a sort of uirage, when a convolsive. 
buz*st <* ' popular rage and desftair wat ^ tyrants not to prestmte 
to«> far on the paticiicc of mankind, hit against wkgorenmeut 
such ns then afflicted licngal it was ir^^io^sible to.stmggla Tha 
b'uperior intelligence an*i energy of th' dominant class m^their 
power irresistible. A war of Ikv galees, againsi 
was like n war of sheep against wo .es, of men ag^j|||l 
The only protection which the oor (Uered ooald fkti was in the 
moderation, tlzc clemency, the enlurged policy of tiMt^mn^erors. 
Tlviit protection, at a later period, tbi^ found. Aot 01* first Eng* 
lish powor came among them unaccompanied by EngliA 
These w as an interval between the time at which thegr becnm**, 
f»ur sulipicta^ and the time at which we began ^ reflect that 
we were bound to discharge towards tiiem fiiitm of rulers. 
During that interval the basiness of a aervaaS of the Company 
was simply to wring out of the natives a hundred or two hunilred 
thousand pounds aa speedily as possible, that he might retniw heme 
before his constitution had ^ufliwed fr^in the hoat^ to many apeer’a 
daughter, to buy rotten boroughs in t 'ornwall, aud to give balls Itt 
St. James’s Square. Of the conduct Hastings at this time 
little is known ; but the little that is km Avn, and tlia cirpumslance 
that Hide is known, moat be constderrjd as honourable tea him#' He 
conld not protect the natives : all that he coidd do was lia abspnii 
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lhiM^)liiiid«rj»g and cppressiiiig them ; and this ha apipeara 16 hate 
done. It ie'eei'tain that at this time he oontihaod poor } and il ia 
eqnaUj Oertatn that by cruelW and dishonesty he might ea^y 
have baeomO rich. It is certain ciiat he was never cliarg^ with 
having borne ashore in the worst abuses which then pievailed; 
end b is aliiest equally certain that, if he had borne a share in 
those alm8e% the able and bitter enemies who afterwards persecuted 
UmwofiUuiot ji:ive failed to discover and to proclaim his guilt. 
3^ keen» aa^en , and even malevolent screthiy to which Lis whole 
pnbhc life was f ohjected* a scrutiny un^mfiBried, as wc Indiove, in 
the hfstoiy of m.tTikind, is in otfe respect advaaingcous to his re- 
putation. It brt v.^^ht many lamentable blemishes to lip! t ; but it 
* ensiles him « to considered pure iroin evoy blemish v Inch baa 
not been hroughi to light. 

The truth is that Uie temptations to which so many English 
vliinetionaries yielded in the^time of I^fr. Vonsittart wer«^ not tempt- 
ations addressed to the ruling passions of Warren Ha>iingfi. He 
was not. squeamish in pecuniar}* trsnsHCtions ; but he was neither 
sordid nor rapacious. He was far too enlightened a man to look 


a great empire m*Tely as a bucts*ineer would look on a galleon. 
PPhd his heart, been niucli wore^^arTit wos, his u!)dtr>tnhdT!rg 
would have presen-ed him from that eaSeoraity of baseness. He 
X was an unscrupulous, perluKps.nis WRprincipb d, statesman ; but still 
^he was a statesman, :md not « freeb^ter. 


^ 111 1764 Hsstsafs returned to England. lie had realized only 

a very moderate fortune; and that mcKlerate fortune was soon 
redue^ to untbing, p.'irlly by his prniM‘Wortliy liberality, and 
partly by his miamanageiuent. Towards his relations bo appears 
to have acted very generously. The greater part of Lis savings 
he left in Bengal, hoping probably to obtain the high usury of 
Indiai But high usury and bad security geuerally go together; 
and Hastings lost both interest and principal. 

Be remained four years in England. Of his life at this time 
yresf little is known. But it has Jiami aasertod, and is highly 
probable, that IBieral aMHas and the society of men of letters 
ocoifiied a gmt part of his time. It ia to be remembered to Uaf 
honour that, in day- when tho languages of the East were regardedi 
by other servants > !' the Company merrij as tla* means pf oom* I 
^nnicating with wr^vers and immey-ehangeni, his enlar^ and \ 
ooepmplisfaed .miod .nought iu d^tic femuing for new fesms nf i 



inteftectuol in^OTiiieii^ and for mw riowo ^ govtmifli^ 
society. PadHipi. like moat persoiia wboha^ve paid aaddi mis^ 
to departmeiitB of knowledge wliioh lie out ef the 
he waa indfaied to overrate the velne of hie,fiwonfite 
conceived that the caldrotioa of l^mtait lltereMro adjoKjl^ 
advantage be made a part of the liberal edeaatioa of 
gentleman ; and be drew up a plan with that view* It la iilSijPHt 
the University of Oxfind, in which Oriental learning bed neWf 
since the revival of lettera^ been wholly neglected waa to jhe the 
seat of the inatitotian which he contemplated* l 4a endowtiieiit 
waa expected ftom the munificence of the rmagraoj : end paodnir 
aors thoroughly conqmtent to interpret Uafia and S'erduai were to 
be engaged in the East. Haatinga coiled en Jobnac^ with ^ 
hope, as it should seem, of interesting in this prajeot a mtti wjhn 
enjoyed the highest literary reputation, and who waa< partionhM^ 
connected with Oxford. The intervie w appears to have left on 
Johnson's mind a most favourable impression of the talento^^pnd 
attainments of liis visiter. Long aftrr, when Hastings was fhBng 
the immense [K»piilatJon of British India, the old philosopher wrote 
to him, and referred in the most courtly terms, though with peat 
dignity, to their short but agreeable intercourse. 

Hastings soon began to look again towards lndia» He had 
little to Httoch him to England; and hb posuniary simbintoo* 
menu were great. He solicited his old masters the Direstora for 
employment. They acceded to his request, wUh high OSiapUmcnts 
both to his abilities and to his integrity, and appoto tod* him a 
Member of Council at Madras. It would be uigust aoi to lOention 
tlmUt though forced to borrow money for his outfit, ho did not 
withdraw any portion of the sum which he had appropriated to 
the relief of his distressed relations. Ju the sprii^ of 1769 he 
ernberked oo board of the Duke of Grafton, andi oommenced a 
voyage distinguished by incidents which might fusnieh matter for 
a novd. 

Amdhg the passengers in the Duke of 'Qrafton was a German 
of the name of liuhoff. lie called himself a Baron ; but he was 
in distressed circuumtaiiees, and was going out to Madras as a 
portrait»painter, in the hope of picking up some of the pagodas 
which were then lightly got and as lightly spent by the English 
in Indio. I'he Bii2^ was accou^iaiiied by his wifi^ a native, we ' 
have somewhere reod^ of Arehi^el. This ynong women who, 
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under the Arctic cird^ was dostincMl to play the pari 'of a 
4|aeeii under the tropic of Cancer, had an agreeabte person, a 
eidtivnted mind, and manners in the higlsest degree engaging. 
9ie despised her hubhand heartily, and, as the story which we 
here to tell sudiciently proves, not without reason. She was 
interested by the conversation and ilattere<l by the atldhtions of 
Hastings. The sitnation was indeed perilous. No place is so 
propitioii%i0 tiu' formation either of close friendships or of deadly 
enmities as an iii>liauian. There arc very few people wlio'do not 
find a voja|r<' ' hich lasts sevcnil months itisupporl.ibly dull. 
Anything is wrl - ome which lu^y break that long moiioti>a^, a sail, 
a shark, an ailiniross, a man over!>oiird. Must pass^ 'igors find 
some resource ir . « .-iting twice as many meab as on land. But Uie 
great ^derices i-T Killing the tinif*. r.ro quenelling a:. * fiirting. 
The facilities both these cxciliiig pursuits arc The 

inmafoi! of the Fliip are throw'ii by* iluir far more tJ- .u in any 
counr^’V-seat or l» Nirfiing -house. N- re can h*»; n the rast 

excrjii Uy impri^viing himself in n cell in whiclL he can hardly 
turn. All food, all oxerdse, is taL« n in company. ( « remony is^ 
£0 u great^f xlciit baui-hed. Jt h every day in ilic ^ 

mischievous pevsoji indict innuin»ii*able annoyances, his every 
diiv ID the power oi nn amiable person to cun!’* r liJli*. services, 
it VKTon^ !ir.p|Kns that seriouj^ ditiiess and Uanj*.' * s\ll forth, 
in genuine beau ly and deformity. In' roie virtue.-^ and abject \icc8 
orhicb. in the •v.iiDrLry intercourse ol good society, might remain 
diirinf many yt^ars nnanown wven t*i intimate ass^n.'atc.^. Under 
^sneh circum.siuTices met \V'.rr(3B Ha.stings and the IktroiKi^ri Imhoff, 
two persons aecomj lishmeni.^ would have attracted notice 

in any conn o: Knro:/o. The gef'lh-nnm had no domestic ties. 
The lady tied to a husband ihr whom ahe bad no regard, and 
who had no regard I'or bin own honour. An attachment sprang 
up, which was soon strengthened by eveiits r^uch as could hardly 
have occurred on l.nruji. Hastings fell ill. The har4)ne«5 nursed 
him with womanly r -nciernesa, gave biin his medicines with her 
own hand, and even sat up in bis cabin while he slept Long 
befiire the Duke of Grafton reached Madras, Hastings was in lovei 
But his love wa^ of a most cbaractcrieltic deserijiiLon. Like hii 
hatred^ like his ambition, like all his passions, it was 8troog> but 
mt impetuous. It was calm, deep, earnest patient of delay, un« 
conquerable by time. Imhoff was called into council by bis wife 
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tind his wife^ lover. It was onttiiged Ait the Barorieai i^fMU 
institttte a mH for a divorce in the eotirts of Franconia^ that the 
Baron dicnUl afford every facility to Ao proceeding, and that, 
during Ae years which might clappe before the sent^ee aheidd 
be pronounced, they should cotiiinao to live Agetfaer. It wee dao 
agreed that Hastings Aoeld bestow some very eahstantial maike 
of gratitude on Ae complaisant husband, and Aeald, when the 
marriage was dissolved, make the lady his wife^ and ^opt Ae 
cliildren whom Ae had already borne to Iroboff. 

At Madras, Hastings found Ae trade of the CoB|Huiy in a very 
disorgfinised state. His own tastes would have led him rather to 
political than to commercial pursuits: but he knew that the fmar 
of his cHiployers depended chiefly on tbeir dividendl^ and ti\afc 
their dividends depended chiefly on the investment. He tlwro^ 
fore, with great judgment, determined to npply hjlijriignrniat iWiwff ‘ 
for a tiiuc to this department of wmA had been mueh 

neglected, since the servants of the (.'nnapany bad ceased 
clerks, and had become warriors and iit: >tiator8» 

In u \ery few months he effected a i important reform. Xho 
Directors notiiicd to him Aek higi. .tf>probatioD, ard were so 
much ple:ts«^d wiA his conduct that thi y detennined to pbice him 
at the h^ad of the. government of BcugaL Early in 1772 he 
({uitted Fort St. George for his new ]iost. The Imhofls, who wove 
still man and wife, accompanied hiiu. and lived at Calcutta on 
the same plan which they had already followed during moam than 
two years. 

When Hastings took his seat at the head of Ae couaeii board, 
Bengal was still governed according to Ae tyslein wfaiA Clive 
hsd dt vi.sed, a sysiem ivhich was, perhaps, AiifuUy oaatrmd for 
I he purpo>c of facilitating and concealing a great vevokitiaB, but 
which, wi f II that revolulion was complete and irrevocable, could 
piodiice iM.n fling but Inconvenience. There were two goVemment*^ 
the I'eai and tlie ostensible. The supreme power belonged to the 
Company, and was iii truA the tiespotic power that can l>d 
conceived. I'lie only rcstiaint on the ^gUsfa rnasten of Ao 
oouBlry was that which their oarn justice and humanity imposed 
on Aexn. Thf rc was no . 'jnMitutioiial check on tifeir will, and 
resistance to tlKmi utt« riy faopt^less. 

But, though thu> ub«i'hito in reality, the had not yet 

assumed the style of sovoi*eignty. Tb^y held tk^ir temtoricis ,as 
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of the throne of Delb« i, they reiiM their reTe&ueB m ool- 
sppttnted by the impanel cdmmiteiod ^ tMr *|i^oblie seal 
waa inscribed with the imperial title? ; and thrir ni^ etriick only 
the imperial oOiu. 

There was still a nabob of Bengal, who stood to the English 
rnler? of his ^country in the same rclatidii in which Angustulus 
stood to Odoacer, or Uie last MeroTingiaaa to Cliarlea Martel and 
Pepin. Ke lived at Moorshedabad, snmmnded by princely mag- 
nliicence. Ur wiis approached with oulwwrd marks of reverence, 
and Ills name w.is us^ in public instruments. But in the govern- 
ment of the country he had leas real share than the youngest 
writer or cadet in the Company's eerrice. 

Tiie English councirwhieh reprcsiMued the Company at Calcntta 
was ocnstituled on a very ditfereni plan £totn that which has 
since been adc;}>:od. At present tlie Governor is as to all exe- 
cutive measnrid, absolute. He can declare war, conclude peace, 
appoint public functionaries or rcnii>ve them, in opposition to the 
unamuious sense, r/t tiiose who sit witu him in count'll. They are, 
indeed, entitled u> know all that is done, to discuss uil that is done, 
to advise, to romon^tmte, to send protests to Englan<I. But it is 
nitli tlie Governor ihwt the snprcnti- power reaidt^*, and on him that 
the whole responsibility reals. This system, which was intro- 
duced by Mr- Pitt and Mr. Duiuhis in q>>te of the strenuous op- 
posiiion (rfMr. Burke, wc ctmeeive to be on the whole the beat that 
was evt;i di vlfrcd for the govefnment of a couutry wht ro no xna- 
terialt' ca!i be found for a representative constitution. In the time 
of nastings the Governor had only one vote in couti(‘il, and, in oase 
of an equai division, a casting vote. It therefore happened not 
unfrequently that he was overruled on the gravest questions ; and 
it was possible tliut he might be wholly excluded, for years to- 
gether, from tlie real direction of public affairs. 

The English functionaries at Fort William had as yet paid little 
orwo attention to the internal goverament of Bengal. The only 
faraadh of politics about wHdi they much busietl themselves was 
negotiation witli the nslfve princes. The police, the adminktra- 
tion of justice^ the detaib of the collectihn of revenue, were almost 
eotisely neglected. We may remark that the plij ascology of the 
Company’s servar ui sttil hears die tnices of this state of things. To 
iChis da/they always use the word political " as .'synonymous with 
:<^^4iphmtic.’’ We could name a gentleman still living, who was 
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described by the highest autberi^ as an mraloaljle publie^iMinpiaiV 
eminently lit to be at the head of the iaternal admini-stralte^of a 
whole preshlen^, bat onfortanately quite ignorant of all peHikii 
business. ^ 

Tlie internal gOTemment of Bengal the English rulers delegated 
to a great natire mioisteri who was station^ at V^shedabad. 
All military afiairs, and» with the exception of what pertaliis to 
mere ceremonial, all foreign affiurs, were withdrawn from hie 
control ; but the other departments of the admintstralion were ens 
tii-ely condded to him. His own stipend amoMoted to near a hn« « 
dred thousand pounds sterling a year. I'he personal aUowaOee: of 
the nabob, amounting to more than three hundred thonsaad petaidsf. 
a year, I'nssed through tlte minister’s hands, and WfO, to agAedT 
extent, at his dispobal. The collection oi the r^eime^ the adlhmi* 
stratioh ot justice, the maintenance of order, were left to this high 
functiciiary ; and for the exercise of his immcoid power he was 
responsible to none but the British m^Lsters of the country. , 

A situation so important, l ucrativ e uuJ splendid, was nahttrall/ 
an nbjo ‘t of ambition to th^ allesf and most powerful nativdii. 
Clive I'.ud found it didkuU tw decith. between conflicting pretenh 
sioiis. 'i wo candidates st<iod out pruuiinently from the oiowd^ 
each of thfm the representative of n race and of a religioCb 

One nf these was lilahommed lirZi, Khan, a Mussuhxan* of Phr** 
sian e.^r;u:tion, able, active, religu»iis after the fashion of his people, 
and highly esteemed by them. In FingUnd be might perhaps 
)mvc been regarded ns a cornua and greedy pollUciaii. Bttl^ tried 
by tl:c lower standard of Indian morality, he might be coAsidefed 
as h man of integrity and Inniour. 

His competitor wa^ a Hindoo Brahmin whose name has, by a 
terrible melancholy event, been inseparably associated with 
tiiat fd‘ "tl’arren Hastings, tlie Hiaharajah Nuneomar. Thi* man 
j5.id phi/rd an important pan in all the revolutions which, sin-jc 
I' e time of Surajah I>uvlttli, had taken place in Bengal. To the 
CAUiMtit^ratifin which in that country belongs to high and pure 
(*u.sle, he added the weight which is derived from wealth, talents, 
and experience. Of liLs murni character it is diihcuU to give a ^ 
notion to those who am un^uainted with human nature only as it 
tif^^ars in our i^jland. '^Vhnt the ItaUnn is to the Engli:;'hmaB. 
what the Hindoo is t«i the itsdian, what the B^mgalee is to other 
Iltadoos, that was Nuncoiuar to other Bcirgalees. The physical 
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oiigftriMtiM ofthe Bengalee is feeble eventoeHeadMegr. SalMIria 
n eonstfint iwpaur bath. His pursuits are asdenftaiy, Ui 4iiilia!4eB* 
'drte.hisinoTements languid. During iPMyageahe haabNin 
upon by xneii pf Mder and more h.u'dy breeds. Courage^ lirfefMiid** 
eaecy are qualities to which his opnatitudon an^ his aitua- 

tte are equally unfavourable. His mind bears a siuguisr ana^ 
to his body. It is weak even to helplessness for purposes of 
mU^ xcaiftUBoe ; bat its suppleness and its tact move tfae^iUben 
of eteeuer eHmates to admiration not unmingled aith conteBo^t. 

, jhfi these lots which are the natural defence of ihe weak are more 
Ihiuiliur to this ^1lb1i}e race than to the Ionian of the time of Jove- 
atal, or to the Jew of the dark ages. ^What the horns are to tbe 
bo^kv wha'' tlK- paw is to the tiger, what the sting h to the bee^ 
what bpauty, ai'c:>!‘(^ing to the* old Greek song, is to woman, deceit 
vis to tlie Beucu’Oe. Large promises, smooth oxcusep. elaborate 
ofissuos of circ«m..*:mtial falsehood, chicanery, peijury, fojgery, are 
/the weapons!, oC^i)^i^e sind d^casivP; of the people of the Ijower 
f Ganges. AU millions do not furnish one sepoy to the 

^ ahaies of tile Coi pnuy. But as usurers, as money-changers, as 
sharp legal^ practitioueTS, no .class of hutnan beings can beiw a 
comparison witu them. With all his softness, the Bengalee is by 
no meai^ placable iu bis enmities or j^ronc to pity. Tne ]>erttnardty 
with wnio-i he adherts to his paij o.'jes yields only fo the iinme- 
diatc pressuTe of fcir. Nor does lie lack a certain kind of courage 
which is oftej^ wanting to his master;?. To inevitable evils he is 
sometime^ found to opjiosc a passive fortitude, such u» the Stoics 
mttributbd to their ideal sage. ^n. Euro^iean warrior, who rushes 
^on a battery of cannon with a loud hurrah, will Kai'v rimes sluiek 
UDider the surgeon’s knife, and fall into an agony oi flo. 4 pair at tim 
annteace of death. But the. Bengalee, who would sev ins country 
Ovemm, his house laid in ashes, hia children murdered or dis- 
hmsoor^l, without Laving the spirit to strike r.ue blow, has yet 
b&B known to endure torture with the firmness of Mucius, and 
to mount die scafTold with the steady step and even piilsa of 
Algemou Stdney. 

jbt Hoacomar, the natumal character was strongly and wHhtt* 
a g gaintiiiwi personified. The Company's servant.-, had rspeatofly 
dmterdad him in the most criminal intrigues. On oue ofc a s bin tie 
bnettgfat a false charge against another Hindoo, uTid tried to iidi- 
afoatiate it by produdng foiged documents. On another aodaalili 
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it wad dlscovored t2i:it, while the strongetl flttfictipM 

to tilt) English, he was engMged it soTend cdmspiftcies ij|iifniTf 
them, and in partloolar that he was Uie meditm ef n e9ina|ioii4> 
enee between the conrt of Delhi and the Ffench MtIKottfiea sa,ftMi 
(.'arnatlp* For these and similar praeticai^e ))j|d teeli IrafrAi* 
mined in confinement. But his talents and Int«Mi|^ Imi netted^ 
procured his liberation* but had obtained for e6i!|a!tt dqpW 
of consideration evcTi among the Britiah rnlers ofhie emtrj. 

Ciive was extremely unwilling to plaee a MttssidiiMai Ot the head 
of the administratiem of Bengal. •» the other han4 he oonkt HOI 
bring hiir.self to confo’' immense power on a man to wh(Sto ^ruj 
sort of viiiuny had repeatedly been brought hopm. ^ lShad>Mlb! 
iLough the nabob, ovi*.* wliom Nuncom,‘?r had 
groat influence, beggeu that tlte artful Hindoo he ft dr m dML 

with the government, Clive, after some ‘lesitatioa; jhdded honeidy 
and wistdy in favour of ^luhommed Kiv/i Khaau Wbku Ilasdi^^ 
hecamc Oovernor, Mah(minv:<l Beza Kiiun haS IieUI power fiev^ 
}» ars. An iiifnnt son of Mcer JuJBer was now nibA; 
'.'uardiansbip of the young priueds ptf'^on bad been eonfidei 
if.e. ininiM.(,r. 

Kunconi<jr, stimulated at once by cij; .dity and nmliee^ hsd 
' instantly itiiempting to hurt the reputtwiou of hii suoceS«fi& 
i'iiis was not ditrinilt. TIr; reycnu<*s o'* ilengal, under tile 
tin lion estaMi.-hnd by Cli^o, did nut > «.li such a 
•K'li apticip:ued by the Omipaiiy; f.>', at thoi tlpf^ldhat 
J'Mird noLicii.* weru cDtcrtained in England Te q pectl e^ thpt jl a ia U b 
ly <li.x I’n laces of porphyry, hung w' ih the richest WhaidMhPps 
' ' >^urUi uiul diamond^, vaults from winch pagodas andgc^ioohiira 
' ineiLsur^‘d out by the bushel, tilled the imsglnittigBil. fiTi ii iif 
. of bui^ii.ess. Bolioily seeuieil to be aware of' Wbal aever- 
h was most undoubtedly the truth, that India wai^ a poorer 
' than countries which in Europe are redconed pof»r, thr.T, 

1 > * luiid, for cxaiiiple, or than Portugsd. It w^as eonfldendy belitn ed 
u\ l.ords of the Treasury and inenibcrs for the CK^ lhat B«>ugal 
^voiild not only defray its own charges, but would aflbrd an in- 
«'rc.ased dividend to the proprietors of Indci stocl^ and relief 
to the English Jinances. These absurd cxpi^dlatioas were di.>tap* 
IMvintud ; and the Direetcwai, natundly euougb. chose taattri!»uti* the 
disappointment rather to the miifsanagcincnt of Midiotamed llezjf 
Khan than to their own ignorance of tiie country intrasled te thek* 
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jgjpkyXhvj were <Mi||p|njer 4ii error die agento WF 
for Nii9Q|9i«i|f.,I ivd e g gnje even in Leedenhalt Sleeet. 
UastingO' Cnleildft, I 143 receired e l$Mer ed* 
dreii^iy ibe Court of MKctors^ to the oounciU geiieral||y, but 
to Uoittf in particular. He wia direeti^d to rcmira-llabomiDed 
Beza Kbtiia^ to arrest him^ togfdier with all his .fiunily oad all hia 
pardaMi^ and to institute a atriet inquiry into the whole adminia* 
tmlioQ of the province. It was added that the Govermur wouhl do 
well to arail lumaelf of the assistance of NuBOomar in the investi- 
gataoB. Tlie vices Of Nimcomar were acknowledged. But even 
from his vices, it was said, much advantage might at such a con* 
juncture be deiivod ; and, thougli he could not safely be trus(ed« 
at ir.ight 'Still be proper to encounvre him by hopes of reward. ' 
f The 'Governor bore no good to Nuncomar. Many years 
before, they liad known each otlur at Moorshedabad ; and then a 
quari'cl had arisen between them w hich all the authority of their 
superiors coui.l liardly cfiznposi*. VVidely as they differed in most 
pointSi they ri^zcbled each oth.^r in tliis, tbat both were men of 
unforgiving natures. To Mabonimed Beza Khan, on the other 
hand, Haati.igs bad no feelings of liostility. Ncvcrtlieless he pro- 
er^oded ^ execute the instruction'^ •'>!' the Company with an alacrity 
wiiich be never showed, except w instructions wore in perfect 
r-onformity with bis own views, ib- Iiad. wisely as w e think, <ic- 
u rmined get rid of the system of double governm ^nt in Bcngai. 
Tlif^ orders of the Dii 'r<rtor8 furni.diod him with the means of ef- 
fecting his purpose, a: i diapeiis<'<3 him from the necessity of dU- 
.:ussiDg the matter vritu his Council. He took bin measures with 
his usual vigour and dexterity. At midnight, the palace of Ma* 
hommed Reza Khan at Muonhedabtul Wiis surrounded by a bat- 
talion of sepoys. The minister was roused from his slumbers nod 
informed that be was a prisoner. With the Mussuliiian gravity, 
he bent his head and submitted himself to the will (jf God. He 


11^ |lot alone. A chief named Schitab Boy had been intrusted 
v^ij|]i tlie government of Bahar. His valour and attachment to 
the English bud more than once been signally proved. On that 
mmnorable day on which the p«*ople of Patna saw from their walls 
the whole army of the Mogul scattered by the little baudof Ceptain 
Knox, the v»ice of the British c^nquet^rs assigned the palgi ^ 
gi^lantry to the bravo Asiatic. 1 never,” saitl Knox, w(p|*ljpk 
iil|touced Schitab Boyj co% > red wltli blood and dost^ to W 
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native li|ht aa bebre.’* Schitab Bfy was javolved, in the 
Mabonsmed Bem Khan, was lemo?^ from and was 
under arrest* Tlie meiaben of tbe^Couiiril reoeired no intiimiMtm 
of these measures'tiU the priaoners*were on theur road to Calettttiu 
The auqniijr into the conduct of the minister was poatpaamd om. 
fiiferent pireiencea (It* was detained in an easy confinementdarieg 
many montiis. ]|i^ the ipean time, the great i^roluHon whioh 
Hastings hud piaaned was xsarrted into effect. Xiie office of 
minister was abolisbed. The internal adinintsMtiion was tsana- 
fcrrcil to the servnntsof the Company. A system, a very imperfect: 
system, it is true, of ciril and criminal jostlee, under English 
superin tendr>nce, was establishetL The nabob was no lon^^ te 
have even an ostensible share in the gover/nnent ; bat he was^aiiA 
TO receive a eonsidecoble annual allowance, and to be samaildM 
wit!i tiie'fiUite oi sovereignty. As he was ad infaalf it iraa-aajWi' 
s:iry to provide guardians frr his person and propeHf* Bw|ieath» 
was intrusted to a kdy of liis &ther’s harem, known by the.mip^ 
of the Miinny Begum. The office of treasurer of the hottSelioMl 
was iKiatowcd on a son of Nuncoinfir, nr.med Goordas. ]^aiieoiim^e 
services \>’ere wanted; yet hi could not safely be trusted wilh 
power : and Hastings thought, it a iua.stcrstroke of pbliey td^^vewtbjl 
tlu^ able and unprincipled parent bv promoting the miDmivA. 
child. 

The revolution completed, the double governMnt disselvedt the 
Company installed in the full «o\ ereignty of Bengal, Haslibgp had 
no motive to treat the late mini.^^ters with rigoiu*. Their trial had 
been put olF (»n viirious pleas till the new organnation was complete. 
They were tiu>n brought before a committee, over which the Go- 
voriior presided. Schitab Boy was speedily acquitted wkli honour. 
A formal a; ilogy was made to him for the restraint to which he 
luid b<*t u subjected. All the Eastern marks of respect were lie- 
.'^towed on him. He wus clothed iii a robe of state, presented with 
jewels tv^d with a richly liarnessed elephant, and sent back to his 
govoi'iiineut at Patna. But hi^ health had suffered from confine- 
ni'-nt; his high spirit had l)een cruelly wounded; and soon after 
hi* libf'rution he died of a broken heart. 

Thu iniiQccMiv of Muhomined Beza Khan was not so dearly ea- 
tablisiied. But the GoviTiior was not disposed to dtol basvhljj^ 
After u long liearing, in which Nuncemnr appeared as the oecitaer. 
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«nd dispkySi txftk fh« trt and the iinTSlirite hinoour which dnk 
tiiq^oi^ed klaiii tiastinjsrs pronounced ^althe eliarge bad not been 
made out, and ordered tlie fiillt'n mtniaier td be aet at liberty. 

Nuncomar had purposed to de«tro]r the Mussulman adminis- 
tration, and to rise cui its ruin. Both his malevolence and his 
cupidity had been disappointed.' Hastings had mode kiimate|dL 
had us^ him for tl.e purpose of accomplishing tlie transfer of 
government MoorshedaUad to Calcutta, from native to Euro- 
pean bands, '{'he rival, the enemy, so loncf envied, so in!placablj 
persecuted, ban been dismissed unhurt. The situation so long and 
ardently desired had been abolished. It was natural that tl&e 
Gkivernor should be from that time an object of the most intense 
hatred to th? vindictive Brahmin. As yet, however, it was ne- 
cessary to suppress such feelings. Tlie time was coming wiieii 
that long animosity was to end in a desperate and deadly strugglr. 

In the mean time, Hastings was compelled to turn his attention 
to f g^ ,ig | ga^ yair a. The object of his cliplomacy was at this time 
simply to get money. The finances of his government w ^rc in an 
embarrassed state ; and this emlmrrassment he w^as d«*tormiricd to 
relieve by means, fair or foul. The principle which directed 
all his doings with hie neighbours is fully expressed by the old 
motto of one of the great predatory families of Tevioidale, ** Thou 
shall want ere I want.** He seems to have hud it down, as a funda- 
mcntul proposition which oouU not be disputed, that, when he had 
not as n;any laes of rupees as the public service rctpiircil, he w'.ns 
to take them from any who had. One thing, ind<;c.d, is to 

. be said in excuse for him. The pres>sure applied him by his 
employers at home, was such as only the higliest virtue could liave. 
withstood, such as left him no choice except to commit great 
wrongs, or to rerign his high post, and with that post uil his hopes 
of fibrtune and distinction. The Directors, it is true, never enjoineti 
or applauded any crime. For from it. Whoever examines their 
letters written at that time will find there many just and human*; 
sentiments, many excellent precept^ in short, an admirable code 
of political ethics. But every exhortation is modi tied or nullified 
by a demand for money. ^ “Govern lenientiv, and send more 
money ; practise strict justice mid moderation ti wards neighbour- 
ing powers, and send more money ; ” this is in truth the sum of 
gimost all the instructions that Hastings ever received from liotnc. 
Now these instruction^ being interpreted, mean simply, “ Be the 
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father and the oppressor of the people; be jnst and mo- 

derate and rapadous."’ The Dlreetore dealt with lodiop as the 
church, in the old times, dealt with a heretic. Thej deli« 
vered the victim over te the ex^utkmers, with an earnest ^Aequest 
that all possible tendernests might be shown* We by np bmes 
accuse or suspect those wliu framed these despatches of hy||lj||lif^* 
It is probable that, writing fifteen thousand miles from tftjlpiM 
where their orders were to be carried into effect^ theyWr^ per- 
ceived the gross iniMin3li!>t4mc|p of which th^ were guQty. But 
the inconsistency *was at once manifest to th^ vioageraa^ ^ C>d- 
cuttn, who, with au empty treasury, with an impatd lurmjy 
liis own salary often in orrear, with deficient erop% Iritb govern- 
ment tenants daily running away, was called upon to^oemit htao 
another half million without faiL Hastings saw that it wdl aheo- 
lutoly necessary for him to disr^rd citlier the moral discoagpm 
or the pecuniary requisitions of his empioj^ers. Being forced lodb- 
obey them in something, he had to consider what kind of disdbe^ 
ilience they would most readily |iardon > and he correctly judged' 
that tlie safest course would b^to neglect the sermons and to find 
the rupees. * 

A miiKi fertile as liis, and so little restrained by conscieRtKMis 
scruples, speedily discovered several mn<1esofrebeving thp fitianeial 
emhui rassments of the government. The allowance of the Nabob 
<if Bengal was ]'(*rlaced at a stn^ke from three hundred and twenty 
thou.'^Mnd Ttounda a year to half that sum. The Companj hod 
bound itsi ii' to ]i:iy iieiir three hundred tbouwd pounds a jear to 
the Great Mngul, as a mark of homage for the provinces which he 
liad intru-st^^J to their care ; and th.?y had ceded to him the districts 
of Ciu'aii and Allahabad. On the plea that the Mogpl was not 
ivMtlly ind«'p,>udent, but merely a Vjol in the hands of o^er.s Hay- 
ings determined to retract these concessions. He acctirtlingly 
declared that the English would ;>ay no more tribute^ and sent 
trr>op.s to occupy Allahabad and Co^. The situation of these 
places was such, that there would be little advante^c and great 
c.Kpense in retaining them. Hastings, a^ho wanted money and not 
terrifury, detf^riuiii^ to sell' them. A purchaser wat not wanting. 
The rich province of Oojde had, in the general diiigp|i||ion of 
Mogul Empire, fulleii to the share of the great MuaSQtMg bouaa 
by which it is still governed. About twenty years age^ |||jh| bouse,^ 
by the permission of the Britlsli govern meat, a88iuai||,^ xoyisl 

■ s 
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tUle;^ time of'Wnimii flbMngs, sach un a^isumptiov 

trould have faen coneidered \rf the MEahoinmcdans of India as a 
monstrous hii|ilety. Tho Pri »ce of Oude» though ho held the power, 
did not ventim to use the style of merefgnty. To the appellation 
of Naliob or Tkeroy, he added thait of Vizier of the monf rchj of 
fiindostaa, |tfst as in the last centut^ the Electors of Soxodj and 
AMdeiibiij|[^i though indqiendent of the Emperor, and often in 
arms agaliwt him, were proud to style themselves his Grand Cham- 
beriafii and Grand Mondial. St^ah Dowlah, then Nabob Vizier, 
wns on exeeUent terms with tlie English. He had a large treasure. 
JOahabad and Corah were so situated that they might be of use to 
idm and coi^ld be of none to the Company. Tiie buyer and seller 
sodn came to nn understanding ; and the provinces wliich had been 
torn from the Mogul were made over to the govcnimont of Oudt^ 
^br about half a million sterling. 

* But there was nnotlier matter still more important t(> be settled 
by the Vizier and the Governor. The fate of n brave people was 
' to be decided. It was decided in a manner which hud> left a lasting 
stain ou the fame of Hastings and of England. ' 

The people of Central Asia had always been to tiic inlmbitants 
**f what the warriors of the Gennou forests \vi‘n» In the sub- 
n>' the decaying monarchy of Rome. The dark. sU^micr, und 
tiinh'i IIirid<M:* shrank from a conflict with the strong muscle and 
fesol.Uv: spirit of the fair race, which dwelt beyond the p;s>si»i;, 
Tljtrr > r»‘ son to beli^-vc that, at a period anterior to the tlawii of 
reguLu ]. '•» »r\, the people who spol.e tl'encJi an i fi<-xible Saii'icrit 
came from r-;.- ions lyin * far beyemd the llypha»i^ ai^d tlie J^iy-- 
taspes, am: apposed tludr yoke on the cliildren ui' the soil, it is 
certain thu’. during the hi t ten centuries, u successi.m uf inv!ulrr< 
desccndetl !n»Tn the wrst on llindubtnn ; ni»r was tJie cour.sc •>{ 
conquest ■ ver turned back towards the sctPiig sun, till that 
meniorahii: campaign in which the mxiss of Saint George wa.s 
planted on thi; wails of Ghizni. 

Tjio of Hiadosian themselves came from the other side 

of the pvat Tuuuntain ridgfl : and it bad always been their practice 
to recfSit tluir army ft^oua the hardy valiant race from which 
their Qwu jjiustrious iHdiise sprang, f Among the military ad ven- 
.tnrers who were aUurfd to the Mogul^standards from the neigh- 
'bourhood o£ Cabal mi Candahar, were conspicuous seyeral gallant 
hnnM, known by the wne oi' the Rohlllus. Their services had 
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been Tewiirdcd with large tracts hi*id, liofs of the speaf^ if we 
may use an expression drawn fkom an analogous ^tate of thing^t in 
that fertile plain through which the Ramguiigu flows from the 
snowy heights of Kumaon tcT join the Ganges. In the general 
confusion which followed the death of Anrangzebe, the warlike 
colony became virtually independent. The Rohillas were distin- 
guished fi'om the other in habitants of India by a peculiarity fair 
complexion. They wore more honourably distinguished by cour- 
age in wur, and by skill in the arts of peace. While anarchy 
ragc'd from Lahore to Cope Comorin, their Uttie territory enjoyed 
the liicssiiigs of repose under the gnardiansliip of valour. Agri- 
cultun* 'lid commerce flouripbed among them; nor were they 
iiogli.'j'* nt of rhetoric and poetry. Many persons notr living have 
hoimi men talk with regret of llie golden days when the 
Afghan ruled in the vale of Uoliilcund. 

Sujnh iK«wlah had set bis heart on adding this rich district to 
h\^ own pniK'ipality. Right or show of right, be had absolutely 
none. Iliis I'laiiii was iu no respect h^^tter founded than that of 
Cailic'iiu tu Poland, or thoOof th i Doiiaparte family to Spain. 
The Ih'hiMa.*' held tlicircuuiitrybyewtly tbe saiuetllle by which 
he held and had governed their vount^ far better than his 
had evi r been governoil.^ ]Sor we**' ,Key a people whon it was 
perfeotiy .safo to attack. TL' ir w^l^ indeed an open plain 
de^titutv' of natural delenoos; but thrir veins were full of the high 
blood oi Afghanistan. As they Inu! not the a^cadines/^ 

which i> M*ldo!n found except vn company W’th strict di^«:riplinr ; 
hut their impetuous valour Il. I been prove.l on many iieids c.' 
bat ill '. Jb was said that tlu '” t-hiefs, wlu n uuited by common 
peril. Of i*lil briiui eiglity tb-. .isriid men into the field. Snjah 
Dow hill ; ud himself st:en tie;' fight, niid wisely ahranh fron u 
eonflic: wilh rbeia There \v:*s in India one army, and only oiu* 
agaiiiM wliicJi f'von thoM* proud I nucusian trib»?s could not f^tand. 
Jr had been iibunthiiitly proved that neither teniold odds, nor the 
martial ardour of the boldest Asiatic nations, could av«iil aught 
against English science anJ rcsolutioi.. IVas it pooeiblc to induee 
thf‘ (ioveniur of Bengal to let out to hire, the irresistible energies 
of the imperial people, the. skill against ^\hicii the ablest diiefs of 
Hindustan wert- helplc.ss as infants, the ^ds t Jpline W'hich ha^ SP often 
triumphed over the frantic struggles . f fuiatieism anddcjp|Mjr, idc 

s 4 
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iiiiconqillhilli British cMftrag ' wbtchi ilMver so sedate and stub- 
born M fowi|||lllk the close of u doubtfitf and murderous dajr*? 

This w«9 Mist the Nabob Vlaier lAed, axid what Hastings 
granted. A^Wgain was soon strad^ Each of the negotiators 
hail what the other wanted, ilastings was in n^ted of funds to 
carry on the gOTcrnnicnt of Bengal^ and to send reinittahces to 
London ; and Sujah Dowlah had an ample revenue. Sujaii Dowlah 
was bent an truly ugating the Rohillas; and Hastings had at his 
^lyoaal the only force by which the BohiUas could be subjugated. 
It was agreed that an English army should be lent to the Nabob 
j^Tider, and that, for the loan, he should pay four hundred thousand 
^'pounds sterling, besides defraying all the charge of the troops while 
torap1oyt*d iivhis service. 

“I really ennnot see,** sa^’s Mr. Gleig, *^upon what grounds^ 
cither of political or moral justice, this pro(> 08 idon deserves t<> 
be stigmatized ns infamous.” If we undet'stand the meaning 
of words, it. is infamous to commit a wickeil action fur hire, 
and it is wicked to engage in war without pr<»vociition. In 
this particular war, <€arccly one aggravating ctrcMirastance was 
wanting. object of tlie Uobilia war was this, to licprive a 

large pupuloticjn. who had never done ua tSa least barm, of a good 
government, and to place them, againsAheir will, under an exe- 
crably bad one. Nay, even this is not aU. England now dc- 
Hi*eR«irMl far lKdow*the level €v»*n of those petty German princes 
who, .lb. lit the same time, sold us troops to tight the America,ns. 
The lc’^r:n -mongers of 1 Jesse and Aii.<pach had at lon.st the assur- 
ance that thi* expedition'* on which their sohllcrs were to be 
employed would be conducted in conformity wiiii the humane 
rules of ci'.iliocd warfure. IVsta the Itobilla war likely to lie so 
conducted ? Did the Govei nor stipulate that it should be so coiu 
ducted? lie well knew uhat Iniltan warfare was. He well 
knew that the power which be covenanted to put into Sujah 
Dowjak^s bauds would, in all probability, be ati ociously abused ; 
and he requii-ed no guarantee, no promise that it should hot be so 
abnsed. He did not .even yeaerve to bimsclf the right of with- 
drawing his aid in case of obiise, however gross. We are abnost 
ashamed to notice ]MaJor Scott’s |dea, that Ratings was justified 
in letting out English troops to blaught^g* BohiHas, because 
Op Bohillas ere not of Indian race, but a colony from a distant 
itj0lry. Wlmt were the English thems^esP/ 'Was it for them 
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to J^rodaini a crusade Ibr tbc expulaioo of aU iniruat^r^ froA the 
countries watered the Ganges? Did it lie in their moitlbs to 
contend that a foreign settler who establishes an empire in India 
is a caput lupinumt What would they have said if any other 
power hadt on such a gruimd, attacked Madraa or Calcutta, with- 
out the' slightest provocation? Sueh a defence was wanting to> 
make the infamy if the transaction complete. The atrocity of the- 
crime, and the hypocrisy of the apology, are worthy of each other. ^ 

One of the three* brigades of wMeh the Bengfli|«anDy consisted 
was sent under Colonel Champioir^ join Sojah Dowlab’a forces. 
The itohillas eApostulated, entrealod, oilered a Jargp ransom, hut s 
ill vain. Tlicy then resolved to defend themsdfes tor the last. A) 
bloody battle wnss fought The enemy,” say's Colonel Champbu, 
^^gavi.' proof of a good share of military knowledge; and it.is im- 
}>os&Iblc to do.^ribe a more obstinate himneu of resolution tlian 
they displayed.” The dastardly sovereign of Odde fled from the 
field. Tlic English were left unsupported $ but their Are and 
their ch:irgc were irresi-tible. It was not, however, till the most 
di'^tiiigiiislied chiefs had fallen, fighting bravely oi tlie head of 
their troojKS that the Eel^Lla ranks gave way. ThenJtho Nabob 
Vizier ^in l Lis rubble made their appearance, and hastened to 
pliindn fi;c camp of the '^ulhint enemies, whom they had never 
darvd tr look in the face. The soLlicrs of the Company, trained 
in ail discipline, kept iinbruke;i order, while tiic tents were 
pilliiged by t)H>sc w'ortldess allici. But many voicf>.4 were^ heard 
to exclaim, IVe havo hod ail the fighting, and tiioae rc^?<)g.are 
to iisve all tiie prediu” 

Ihen ihe hon-orsof Indian war werfi let loose on the ffur valleys 
and cities of Roliileund. The whole, country w:u in a blaze. ^loro 
than a liiiadred thousand peo[>Ir ued ^froui their homes to pestileii-. 
tial jungles, preferring famiiie, .ind fever, and the hannti of tiger?, • 
to the tyranny of him, to whom fin English and a Christian govern-^ 
luciit had, fur shainttfiil lucre, sold thtir sttbstaoos^ and their, 
blood, and the. honour of their wives and daii|^Mi» Colonel 
Champion remonstrated ^vlth the. Nabpb Vizier, gad sent strwg 
representations to Fort Wilfiaiu; but Uie GovenK^luMl made no 
conditions as to the mode dq which the war was to ouried (Bi^ 
He had troubled himself about nothing but hit fil^ lacs; an^* 
though he iniglit disapprove of Sujnh I>owlah*s wutop bair*''-^- 
barity, he did nut think himtelf eiuit! -d to xnterliBf% uao(^ 
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effiaing iArioct Thig deb’- icy esccitOB tho nflmiiation *the 
^jHr. Hfistiiigg. lie 8ayf!» *^couUl not himijielf dtetate 
to tile N«bol^ Aor permit tho * ommantier of ili** C'ompany^s troopB 
to dictate kofr the war was t » l>c carried on/* No, t) be enre. 
Mr. Hastings had only to put down by main force the brave 
struggles of innocent men dgUting for their lllxTiy. Their mili- 
tary resistanee crushed, his duties ended ; and he hod then only 
to fold hii arms and look on, whHe their villages were burned, 
their ehiidrt h'itehered, and their women violated. Will Mr. 

Oloig serio; rohintsin this opinion? Is any rule mure plain 

than this, : whoever voluntarily givc^ to another irresbtiUc 
power ov,» • huranii beings is hound to take order that ^uch power 
<^ha^l no: .»e1»arbarously abu.'aed ? But we beg pardon o*' our readers 
for r»T/M:og a so dear. 

\\ c hasten to the end of this sad and diegmccfiO tloiy. The 
ceased. finest population in India was »\t^*j(‘ctod to a 
creedy, cowardly, cruel tyrant. CVonmercc and agri culture lan- 
;r.u.'hed. Til - rich province wln'i l Lad tempted the cupidity of 
{Sujah Dowdah became the most miserable part even of his miser- 
‘'ble (lomidions. Yet is Ac injured nation not extinct. At long 
li'tcrvi'b glear.i.< of its ancumt spirit Ijfive dashed f .rth ; and even 
ai tu; day. vauur, and self-re.^]>eH, and a chivairou^^ feeling ran? 
Mr. I'; Asiatic's and a bitter rrmetnbrance of tier gt»*at crime of 
I'Mi distinguish tbit noble Afghan racc^ To ihi.'i day they 
are :* '.'Tch 1 as the best of all sepoys at the cold ito» I ; und it wa.-!! 
very remarked, by one who had enjovi-d creut oppor- 

tuiiitic’’ y* * ‘j-tTvatior. tbtM the. only natives of Tudi.i lo wlioip tlie 
woni car with |ierfect propriety be applicJ, arc to 

be found .r.;*i»ng the Bohilht-. 

^ Whatcvi r wc may think of the nr rnlity of ILlsting^, it cannot 
' be denied that the financial results ol his policy did liunoiir to his 
talents, lu less than tw'^o years after he assuiruMl Uie government, 
he had, without imposiDg any additional burrhois « i the people 
subject to his authority, added about four bundrrd and filnty thou- 
sand pounds to the annu d i income of the CoTrpany, besides pro- 
curing about a milKeB in ready money. He had alio relieved the 
finances of Bengal from military expenditure, amounting to near 
, a quarter of a ^ion a jrear, end bad thrown that charge on tlie 
Nabob of Oude. Thera Aidt be no doubt that this was a lesalt 
sriueb, if it Iiad been dldlined bj liooest means, w'ould bavci en- 
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him to the wormi^t. gratitude ^ bis coQnbTf whi<A» fc|^ 
whiitever moans obtained, proved that be ppSiolNied great taloiVfs 
for administratioii* 

In the mean tins^ Pfirliamcnt bad been engj^gied in loM said 
grave discussions on Astntic alhirs. The miiiisfiy of liord Norths 
in the session of 1773, inlrodnced a measure which made a con* 
siderable change in the constitution of the Indkn govemmesit* 
This law, known bj the name of the lleguladiig Act, proTided 
that the presl^leincy of Bengal should exercise a eootrol over the 
other posbessiohs of the (Company ; tliat the idiief ^ :diat pmi- 
dency should be styled Governor-Generals that be'^iioiild be 
assisted 1>y four Councillors; and that a supreme conrlwf jttdbm- 
turc, consisting of a chiei' justice and three inferior jad^^ shoHd 
be established at Calcutta. Tiiis court was made independent of 
the Governor-Cireoera] nod Conneil, and was intrusted with a eUril 
and criininul jurisdiction of imiaensc and, at the iame lime, of 
undefiii»‘d extent. ^ 

The < mvetnor-Crenerai nxidXCounciiiors were named in the not. 
an<i were tv) hold their for live years. Hastings wns to 

l>p the iir. t Goveruor-Ge'} ml. Om* of ibe four new Gouncillors, 
]\fi. Barwoll, an exporit ii *. i pt^rvant of the Compaity^ was then in 
India. 'I'ho other thr*'A <ieuenil Clavering, Mr. Modeo'^, aud 
Mr. FraTic*’-, were sent om mow Ehglaml. 

I' ho abh sji of the uow’ MneiUors wfis beyond all dcMibt, Philip 
Fraiiois. UIs acknowledged coni}v»<»itious prove that he pqfssessed 
■onsidcrnble floquence and information. Several years pa^:ed in 
the public otliees had foTiucd him to habits of business. His 
tMieinies have never denied that he had a fearlei^ and manly 
spirit; and his friend.^, we nr.; uiraid, must acknowledge that hi •> 
ostirimto of himself was extravagantly high, that his temper 
irritable, that his deportment wcii often rude and petulant, aui 
thr.t his hatred was of intense bitterness and long duration. 

It is aonroely }H>8sible to mentiun this eminent man without, 
adverting for a moment to the quciitioti which his name at oia c 
!*Ugg<*Stf 5 to every mind. Wy he tli*; /iiithny itf |h<^ af 

iTuiim^s? Our ow'n firm bdief is that ue was. The' evidence is, 
vrtt think, such as would support a verdict in a civil, itaj, in a 
•^Timinnl piweeeding. The handwritiiig of Junius ia the very 
peculiar handwriting of Francis^ slightly disguised. AH to tht. 
(losition, pursuits, and conneidoiicof Juaius^ the fettowiog are the 
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jn^iaqKVtant facts which can be eontider^ as cleazljr pra^t 
tliat h9 was ac^painted witb the technical fonns ef the secre- 
tary of state's office t teconilly, that iatimatc^ ajeqiiainted 

wi^ the boaittess cif thenar office; tUfiiiy, that he, daring the 
year 1770^ attended l^^tes in the H^sc of I^ords, and toot 
note4 of qieeehes, paitifolarly of the. ^eechea of Lord Chatham ; 
fouithlyv that he bittai^ tesentad the appointment of Jllr* Citainier 
to the plaoe of d^ipatyamretaiy^at-war ; dfthly, tliai he? was bound 
by aome. stroikg tie to die drat Lor^ Htdland. Now, Francis 
passed some yearsen the secretaiy of aj^ste’s office. Ho was sub- 
sequently cliioi clerk of the war-offioe* He repeated]}’ iin^ntioncd 
that he had himself, in 1770; heard q^eecfies of I^ord Cliuthnni ; 
ayd some of these speeches were actnidly printed from liis notes, 
lie rt^Higned his clerkship at the war^y^fiee from re>'MjtiiiOiit ut the 
appointment of Mr. Ghamier. It was by. Lord H diaxid tlmt he 

wa. «* first introduced into the public service. Now, h‘-re are fii'c 
marks, all of which ought to be found in Juniu;.. 'fliey arc ah 
five found in Francis. We do 7)«>t believe that m(»n tiian two of 
them can lx? totind in any other person whatever. If this argu- 
ment does jiot settle the question, there is an end oi .til reasoning 
on circumstantial evidence. 

The internal evidence seems t.> us to point the saniii way. Thi 
siyl .- of Francis bears a strong r H iublance to tliat ct .Junius ; nor 
s\\\ we disposed to admit, what rcnerxiify tiikeii fo. granted, thai 
Tlic acknowledged c<«ui positions of FVaacis arc \\r} decidedly in- 
ft*:iur TO tluj anonymous letters. The argument from inferiority, 
at all events, is one whiob may bo urged with at oqutil fiirce 
against < very claimant that has ever been meutionod, with the 
single exr:‘ption of Burke ; and it would be q waste of time to 
prove tiiut Burke was not Junias. j^nd what oonc]u.siun, afler 

all, can be drawn from mere inferiority ? Every writer must 

produce his liest work ; and the interval between bis best work 
and his second best work may be very %iAe indeed. Nol»ody will 
say that the best letters of Jnoiiis are more decide^Uy superior to 
the sMBknowledged works pf Francis Ibsa three or four of Ci»- 
neUle*# tragedies to the rest, Uian t^pee or four of Ben JaasQ||^ 
coihediea t(» the rest, than the Fi|||rtnab Progress to the otbah' 
works of Banyan, than Don Quiaote tjOL,4bc works of 

« Cervantes. Nay, it is eertain tbst Junius, tvhof vcr hi my have 
been, was a most unequal writer. To go no further^Sffian the 
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letters which heur the Righature of tlw letter to the Uiig» 

and the letter* to Home Tooke, hare Ihde in conomon, except the 
asperity ; and aspeti^ was an ingredient mMovv wonting either in 
the writings or in the speeches oi^Freiids* 

*' Indeed one of tlie strongest reasons for bettsrtng that Fraads 
was Junhs is the moral resemblance between the two mem It b 
not diffieiilt, item the letters which* under mksBS signetutei* are 
known to hare been written by Junius* and Iran his deahngs with 
‘Woodfall and oUiers, to form a tolerably fxirrdct notion of his 
character. He was clearly a toaa not destitute of real patriotism 
and magnanimity, a man whose rices were not of a sordid kind. 
But he must also bare been a man in the highest degnse amuraat 
and insoh nt. a man prone to malerolencc, and prone to the error 
of mistakit)? bis malevolence for public virtue. ‘‘ Docst thoii well 
to be angiy was the question asked in old time of the Hebrew 
prophet, /.nd lie answered* do well.'* This was evidently*the 
temper of .1 uni us; and to this cause we attribute the ssvag 
cruelty alucb disgraces several of bis letters. No man is so 
mercile^^ ns he who, under a strong se lf-delusion, confounds bis 
antipatbi*'^ with his duties. It may be added that Junius, tiiough 
allied with tlie ilcniocratic [mrty by common enmities, was tlie 
very opiio-^ite of a democratic poliiiciaa. While attackint' in- 
dividtiuN with a ferocuty which perpituudy violated all the laws 
of literal y warfare, he regarded the most defective parts of old 
institutions with a rei^pect amounting to pedautry, pleaded the 
cause of Old Sariim with fervour, and conterapiDuusly told- the 
capitalists of Manchester and Leeds that, if they wanted rotes, 
tiiey knight boy land and In^^come freeholders of La n cashire and 
Yorkshire. All tbis^ wc believe, might stand, with scarcely any 
clinnge, for a character of Philip Francis. 

It is not strange that the great anonymous writer should Imvc 
been willing at that time to leave the country which had been 
powerfully stinted by hia eloquence. Every thing had gone ogain.^t 
him. Tlhit party which he clearly preferred to every other, the 
party of G^rge GrcnvillQ^ had been scattered by the death of its 
chief; and Lord Sudblk had led the greater part of it over to the 
mini«<terial bcndies. The ferment produced by the Middlesex 
election hod down, livery thetion must hatre Itoen alike an 
otjeet of avei'sion to J'lTiiiui;. His op' lions on domestic ailbira 
separated him from the iMiiiistxyi bis c uious on eokmial afiairs 
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fram tIa'tgfipArition. IToclerinuh pngaanlanoeii, It*’ Had' thrtmi 
down hf» pen in iniAautfaropicid. d«i|bir. His fsnhisll lotter to 
WoodfallbemdateUieinDetesathof Jairaary 177a. UitlHitletteri 
he dediired that he must be ah write S|^ ; that he had 

meant wril by the cause and the public | that both were given up ; 
that there were not ten men who would act steadily together on 
any quesIkfL Biit it is nil alike,*' he added, “ vile and eon- 
Yon have never flincbod that I know of; and I shall 
ahtiyi tqSoiMi to bear of yonr prosperity .■ These vm c the last 
words of Junius. In a year from that tim^ i^lip Fi'aiicis wos on 
his voyage to Bengal. 

With the three new C/Ouncil!ors> came ont the jutige# of the 
Svprcnie Court* The chief justiec was Sr El^oh Iinpey. He 
was OP old acquaintance of Hastings; and it is proheWe that the 
Governor-General; if he had searx'hed thiuugh all tlic inns of 
court, could not have found an cqualty serviceable ft^oi. But the 
men\bcrs of Council wore by no means in an oWquIuus mood. 
Hastings greatly disllkeil the new fonb of govcmmeitt, and had 
III* ver}' high opinion oi hU coadjutors. They hod ir,\'»rd of this, 
anil wore disposi il to be suspicious and punctilious. When men 
orc! in such a fnimo of mind, any irifie is sufficient tr. g. vv occasion 
.a: (lisput<», 'riic members of Council expected a sa'ai: ; of twciity- 
<■ 1 ' eons from the batteries of Fort William. Ha^tmiys allowed 
only scMuiteen. They landed in ili-Jimnoni. The first 
or. a I ti vs were exchanged with void reserve. On li.e morrow 
cnnir criciid tliat long ipiarrel which, after dislracting British 
Incihi. wa«. renewed in Kagland, and in which all the most eminent 
.«itatcsnieri and orators of the age took active poj t on one or the 
othvr sif-l.-. 

Hastings was supported by BarwelL They liati not always been 
friend^. But th.e arrival of tlie new roembeis of Council from 
Kngland naturally had the effect of uniting the oid servants of the. 
Company. Chiveriiigi Monsoo, iprmed the mmorlty. 

They instaniiy wrested the government out of fiio i^ds of 
Hastings, condemned, cq^inly not without jiiMice, hia late 
dealings witii the ^abob \iaie3Bi| recalled the Bni*li-h agmit from 
Onde, and sent thither a creature of their own. ordered the 
brigade which had eoliqiiered ih unhappy Rohi’. :^ lo n-niim to 
the ComTiar.Y a temtonesp and in-’ tuted a scvcp: i.'iquiry imto the 
conduct or* the war. Kext, in lo of (he Goveruor-Gonerars 
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ezcma^^fpi llift most indUMbwi^ 
^iMb‘ M«r authority o<ver the sajlkiMIsiate pr^deuokii: 
threw in tim/Mn of Bomhiiir coupon ; and inteiftkiiA 
with m wakn of raahneSa and feeMiiifia> in the inminij^a 

diapatee'uf t|m^l9|furatta goreminei^ aame tiamti 

fell on the <>f Be<^> nad attasibai ;||^ 

whole fiaeal and jnfieial systmn^ a qratem #li^h wae imdouhlaHy 
defectiTC^ bni whidi it wae Teiy improbable that gentleihen fridt 
from England wmU te compelent to amend. The tttmA of their 
reforms was thilafl fubteciion to bib and {ttoper^rWil withdrawn, 
and mat gauge of fobbeta plundered and Arnghte^ HrIHi impnaity 
in the very eobnrba of Catentta. Haatinga eantiqMlB in five in 
the Government-house, and to draw the aalny tf Governor- 
General. He continited even to take the lead at the eoufeO* 
baird in ihe transaction of ordinary business^ for his oppommta 
could not bnt feel that he knew much of which they were ignoiluit, 
and that lie decided, both aordy and speedily, many qDestum.s 
which to them would have bean hopele^y puzzling. But the 
higher {towers of government and the moat valuafab patronage 
Imtl been from him. 

Tlie natives soon found this out. They considered him as a 
fallcu man ; and they acted after their kind. Some of our reders 
may have rieen, in India^ a cloud of crows pecking a sick vulture 
to death, no bad type of what happens in that country, as often 
as fortune deserts one who has been great and dreaded. In an 
instant, all the syoopliants who had lately been ready to liC' for 
him. to forge for him, to pander for him, to poison ibr him, hasttm 
to purchase the favour of his victorious enemies by accusing him. 
An Indian government has only to let it be understood that it 
'vi.<«1ics a narticuiar man to be ruined ; and, in twen^»four hours, 
i'. wiM bo turnished with grave charges, supported by depositions 
no full and circumstantial that any person unaccustomed to Asiatic 
mendacity would regard them as decisive. It is well if the sig- 
nature of* the destiued victim is not counterfeitad at the foot oi 
semo illegal compact, and if some treasimable paper ia not ^pped 
into a hiding-place in his house. Hostings was now ^garded as 
helpless. Tlu: pofra/ to make or itmr the fortune of every man 
iu Bengal had (jassed. ia seemed, nio the hands of the. new 
Council lore. Itn mediately charges the Govemor-Gent'Tal 

began to pour in. Th were eager!;. deemed by dia majority. 
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wbol to do liiom justioo, wen* men of too mucdi hononr knowingly 
to coiiDtentnoo iMse ueemationfl^ bn't who wore ^not auihciently 
acquainted with tlie Kast to be aware that, in tliat part of the 
world, a Teiy little ciicoura^ment from power w*ill call forth» in a 
week, more Oateaes, and Bedloes, and Oangeiiields, tlw WoHt- 
minster Hall sees in a century. , 

It would hare been strange indeed if, at sudi a juncture, 
Nunconuw had nemidned qniet. Tliat bad man was stiinulaled at 
once by malignity, by avarice, and by aasbitioii. Now was the 
time to be avenged on his old rncroy, to wieak a grudge of 
seventeen years, to establish himself in the favour of the majority 
of the Council, to become the native in BoiktaI. From 

the liniri ol' the arrival of tbc new Councillors, he paid the 
mo^t jiarked ^oiirt to them, and hsid in consequence boMJ i;xcluded. 
witii all indignity, from the Goveniinent-honsc, He U 'W put into 
t!te hands of Fniicis, witii great ceremony, a piqv^r eontainiiig 
several charge* « t* the most serious description. By tlii-- document 
Hastings was ac of putting otiices up to sale, ujiu nf receiving 
bnbf « for 8ut5t.ri::g ofFenden to c«capo. In prtrtimhir, it was 
al e^ed that jVhJioiumed Rez-i Klian had been disT -iS'.ed with 
lMI»u^dt)% in eou&'idoriitiori of a great sum paid to the Covernor- 
Vru'/al. 

sesd the pa{ier in Council. A violent allercation fol- 
k•^'. ’ll. H»stiij/£ complained in bitter terms of the way in wliicli 
htr wa-' trented, spoke wiJp oontempi of Nuncomar and of Nunco- 
mara uccusfition, and ds: *.i*'d the right of the. Cotincil to sit in 
judgment r,n the Goverpui. At the next meeting of the B^iard, 
another e'<nunu!iieation frem Nuitcomar was prodii*-cd. He re- 
quested he might be permitteni to attend the Couneil, and that 
he miglit he licard ia supfiort of liis uss'^rtia:i.s. AiiolUer tempes- 
tuous debate to<ik place. The Governor-General inaintuined that 
the council-room was not a proper jdace for such nn investigation ; 
that from persons who were heated by daily con(li<’i with lliin he 
could not expect tlie fairness of judges ; and that lie could not, 
without betraying the dignity of his po^t, suboiit to lx- confronted 
with such a man as Nuncomar. TI’i majorityj' hov, r ver, resdlvod 
to go into the chai^;c8. Hostings rose, declared th« sittw at qn 
end, and left the room, followed I>\ ilaVwdl. 'i'he other Tnthdhejrk 
kept their seats, voted themselves rrmucil, put ('Ui^eriiig ifi ^ 
-chair, and onlercd Nuncomar to k- l ulled in. Nun - omar not only 
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ndhf red to the original clmrgc^ ' Ite fiMhion of the 

produced a large sttppleocent. H4 aHitc { Raetinga had »e- 
ceivfd u great sum for appointing Bid*h Qeerdai treaaurer of Ihe 
‘Nabob's liouaehold, and for coinutitluig the eani of hit Highaesif a 
person to the Monnj Begum. He put in a teUir pitrporthig ^ 
bear th(f seal of the Munny Begum, for the jmtpmt of estaMlahfaig 
the truth of hia story. Tiie seal, whether &tged» aa Haattoga af- 
tlrmed, or genuine, as we are rather inclined tn,halie/e» proved 
nothing. Nuoeomnr, us every body knows who faKHra India, had 
only tn tell the Mutiny Begum that such a leUer would give 
ph^^asuro to the miyority of the Council, in ordm to procure her 
attestation. The majority, howcTm*, voted that the dliarge was 
made out : that Hastings had corruptly received between thirjy 
and forty tliousand pouiifis ; and that he ought to be eompdQiiC to 
refund. 

The gcnf i fll feeling iinumg the English in Bengal was Btra«i||l{f 
in faveuir or' the Governor-General* Li talents for husinesa^ in 
knowledge of the cmintj v, in general courtesy of demeanour, he . 
was dccidcilly superior to his pcrsecuti>r9. The aervants of tlie 
Company were naturally dis}>osed to side with the most dia- 
tingulshed member of tlielr own body against a ^lerk from the 
war*oiiic(\ who, profound!/ ignorant ot the native languages and of 
the native character, trxdv on himself to regulate every department 
of the acbiiinistration. Hustings, however, in spite of the general 
sympathy of his countrymen, was in a most painful rilMtion. 
Tliero was still an appeal to higher authority in England, |f that 
authority took part with his enemies, nothing was left to him but 
to throw up Ilia office. He accordingly placed his resigoation in 
tiic hands of hia agent in London, Cokwd Macleane. But Mac- 
learic was instructed not to produce the rerignatum, uolo^s it 
should be fully ascertained that the iealiiig at the India House was 
adverse to the GoveraGr^GeoeraL 

The triumph of Nunoomar seesMd to be complete. He held a 
daily leVe^ to which his countrymen resorted in crowds, and to 
which, on' one occasion, the minority of. the Council condescended 
to repair. His house was an office for the purposo of reccivk^ 
charjpes against the Govet|j|pr«>Qent>ral. It waa said that, partly 
by thtets, and partly by wheedling, the viUaufNia T|mh»in Itad 
induced many of the wealthiest mon the provfaioe to aand vi> 
complaints. tuthe wn. plnyi^g a [<'>riloU3 g«M. J| .mw wA 
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safe despair a|nun,of sneli vissburceb and of such deW- 

Nunoomar, with all his acuteness, did not 
uudeiili^ llie nature of tlio inatitultoiis under wUch ho lived. 
He aa#!^ hil had with Idm thelnigoritj of the body which made 
trcaljes, gfive places, raised taxes, line separation between poli- 
tical and functions was a thing of wliich he had \io con- 

ception. It had probably never occurred to him that there was in 
Bengal anf*ailthority perfectly independent of the Council, an au- 
thority which could protect one whom the Council wished to 
destroy, aud send to tlie gibbet one whom the Coutu'il wished to 
, protect. Yet such was the fact. The Supreme Court was, within 
\ the split of its own duties, altogotUer independent of tiie Govern- 
rtiif'iii. Hastings, with his usual sagacity, had how much 
ndvrjit'igo he might derive from t- j^'sessing himself of this ^t^•ong- 
l.oM ; and he hud acted accordii. ly. The Juilg* especially the 

ief Justice, were hostile to tl. * majority of tiu* ('oiincil. The 
lilac iiad now come for puttin;- rhis formidable inuchinery into 
action. 

(hi a sudden, Calcutta was tx lounded by the uews that Nun- 
oucutr had been taken up on a liiirge of felony, committed, mid 
thrown into the common gaoL The crime impeted to him wa< 
tlmt six years before he bad f* ' .ed a liond. 'Dm* oMc^n^ihle pro- 
secutor was a native. But it v then, and still i*:. the opinion of 
everybody, id iots and b i og raj»!i*jre excelled, that Hustings was 
the real mover in the business. 

Th riigo. of the majority rune to the highest point. They pro- 
tested again>t the proceedings of the Siipiv’ine Cuui*t. aiiri S€*nt 
S4,vera1 urgent messages to tl^e Judges, deinanding that Nuncomar 
should he admitted to bail. The Jtnlge^ returned haughty and 
resolute au.-wers. All that the Council could do was to henji 
honours aud emoluments on the family of Nuncomar; and this 
they did. In the mean time the assizes eommenced ; a true bill 
was found; and Nuncomar wus brought before Sir Elijah Jmpoy 
and ajufy composed of Englishmen. A great quouthOr of oon- 
tradiotory swearing, aud the ne essity of having eveiy srord of 
the evidence inter|»reted, protracted the trial to a luoit Utineual 
length. At last a verdict of guilty was returned, and the Chief 
Justice pronounced st^ntence of death on the ptisoner. 

That Impey ought to have respited Nuncomar we bpU to be por- 
fj^ctly clear. Whetlier the whole proceeding was no fc ij l^ gai, is a qppti- 
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tion. Bat it is tertain that, whateswrliyijiriATis been, aecordikig to 
techoical rales of csonstraction, itatate aader ivlibdi 

the trial took place, it was moat gnjost to ha n j^ ^HIgd oo for for^" — 


Thg^ law ighich made fo rgery c , 
known to the natives of India. 


Unj 


It was ittiF 

It had never benn |Nlt in exeeutiNm 
among tliem, certainly not for want of deUsq^wntia It was 
highest degree shodting to all thdr notions, w&o not at^ 

customed to the distinction which many dreomstanee^ peeoliar th 
our own state of sodety, have lad ns to make Mween H ws gcy md 
other kinds of cheating. The connterfdting of a 6 *:al wf^ hi thdr 
estimation, a common act of swindling ; nor had it OVisr dOSied 
their minds that it was to be pumdied as severely as gtOig-tsdiheit'y 
or assassination. A just judge woold, beyond ail donht^ hiiro re- 
served the COSO for the consideration of the aoverdga. Bat Ihifey 
would not hear of mercy or delay. 

The excitement among all classes was gr e at. Xrancis and 
Francis's iew English atlhereuts described the Govemor-Crcneral 
and tlic Chief Justice as the worst of murderers, davering, it 
wiui said, swore that, even at the foot of the gallowSi Nuncomar 
should be rescued. The bulk of the European sode^, though 
strongly attached to the Governor-General, eonld not b»t feel 
comimssioii for a man who, with all hla crimes^ filled 

so largr a space in their sight, who dmd been gn^ and powerfut 
before titc British empire in India began to exist, and to whom, in 
tlic old times, governors and members of council, then niert^ com- 
mercial ia^tors, had paid court for protection. The feeling of the 
Ilindofjs was infinitely stronger. They wera^ indeed^ not a pt^ople 
to strike 0*11! blow for their countryman. But his sentence filled 
thciii with sorrow and dismay. Tried even by thdr low standard 
of morality, he was a bad man. Bn^ bad as he was, he was the 
head of their race and religion, a Brahmin of the Brahmins. Ha 
liad inherited the purest and highest caste. He had practised 
with the greatest punctuality all those ceremonies to which the 
tiupei-stitions Bengalees ascribe far mure importance ^an to the 
corn*ct discharge of the social ditties. They fel^ fiiereforc, as a 
devout Catholic in the dark ages would have feh, at aediig a 
prelate of the highest di^[bijty sent to the gallowa by^ a aeet^ 
tribunal. AccordijDg to thdr old national laws, a Brabram could 
not be put to deaA Ibr any edSoe whatever. And fet 
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wliidi KaHjMMMr was die wm regarded fcjr ilMg in mocdi 

tbeanneSlilMbi which the Idlit^cif im unsound liorae^ tor a sound 
price, is ifsppifcd by a Yorkshire jockey. 

The KiilliidmaDs alone appear 'to have soeil with escnltation the 
fate of tha^gwerfoi Hindoo, who had attempled to rise by means 
of the tiiinof Idabommed Besa Khan. The Mahommedan historian 
of those limes takes deUgftt in aggravating the charge. He assures 
m that infN'uncoinsr*8 house a casket was found containing coun- 
tarfe^S of the ssids of all the richest men of the province. We 
||(|SS limber faida in with any other authori^for this story, which 
by no means impixihable. 

.^V^heday drew near; and Num^omar prepared himself to die with 
^ ttsit quiet fortitude with which the llengaice, so effcniinately timid 
in personal coniliet, oAen encounters calamities for which tliere is 
no remedy* The sheri^ with th.c humanity which is seldom 
w'antlug in an English gentleman, visited the prison»‘r on the eve 
of the execution, and assured him that no indulgcnct . consistent 
with the law, should be refused to him. Nuneomar cx]>res8ed his 
gratitude v.itii great pofiteness and unaltered compo’ure. Not a 
muscle of his face moved. Not a sigh broke from him. He put 
' his finger to his forehead, and C4i1mly said that fate would have 
its way, and that there was no re8i<$tjng the pleasure of God. He 
sent liis complinients to Francis, Clavering, an'l Monsoo, and 
charged them to protect Bsjali Goorda% who was a1>out to b^me 
the head of the Brahmina of Bengal. The sheriff withdrew, greatly 
i^tal*^ by what bad passed, and Nuneomar sat com|>osedly down 
to write notes and examin*' acx^ounta ^ 

The next mornioi^ before the son was in his power, an immense 
eoqQonrso assembled round the place where the galiows had been 
set vp> Grief and horror were on every face ; yet to the last the 
noltitade could hardly believe tliat the English really purposed to 
take the life of the great Brahmiu. At length flie mournful pro 
oessitni came tbr^^ngh the erow*L Nuneomar sat up in his pnlnii- 
quin, and. looked round him with nnatterod serenity. He had just 
fisrted jArom those who were most near^ connected with him. 
Thmr cries and contortions had appsUed the £uro|»ean ministers 
of jiMce, but had. not produced the smallest effect on the iron 
asdmh of the prisoner. The only anxiety which he expressoi 
^aWlihat men of his own priestly ^'aste might be in attendance to 
HHn charge of his corpse. He ag.iin desired to be remembered to 
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hb frieiuls ift Shft CoaDcUi mounted the JlttSbld with iirmneasj tad 
gave the aigm to the executionen^ 'Itie moment that the drop 
fblh a howl dt WQVTOW and deapiil^ rose firmn the innumerabb 
spectators. HuDdrech turned awaj.tlmirdMm.ftcMn the polhitiiiiK^ 
sighti fled with loud wailings towards the Boeglej, and 
into its holy waters, as if to {mrlfy themselves from the gtAi'if 
having looked on such a crime. These ferdingi were not coufinei 
to Calcutta, The whole provinee was greatly excited; and tlie 
populati«>ii of Dacca, in particahir, gave strong signs of grief and 
dismay, 

J b impossible to speak too sevgridy. We^ 
have already said that.ii^ ypy npiulyfiyiie iuitcd,uniustfjftj)|^^ 
respite iikUQCouHM^ do ^ t 'jS iy he todid 

this ^urse in ord^ to gratif ^ he"Sc> vefuor-dei^^' TTyriTtsidl 
ever had any SbubCs bn been dispcllfl I 

by a letter which Mr. Gleig has published^ llastingi^ three or ^ 
four year*' later, clc^fcribed Iinpey as the man to whose supfioit; 
he was at one time indihtud for the safety of his fertune^ lionour, \ 
and i^epuiution / Tliese stipng t'ords can refer only to the case ] 
of Nuncoroar ; and they must mean that Irupey banged Kuncomar ^ 
in order to support Hastings. It is, therefore, our ddiberato 
opinion that Iinpey, sitting os « judge, put a man wgustly to , 
death in or* lor to serve a political purpose. 

But we l<M>k on the runduct of Hastings in a somewhat dilTerent 
light. He wus strugiriing for fortune, honour, liberty, all that 
makes life v Uuable. He was beset by rancorous and unpitecipled 
enemies. I 'rom his colleagues he could expect no justice. He 
cannot l>e hiumed for wisliing to crush his uccusers. He was 
indeed bound to use only legitimate means for that end. Bat it 
was not stinrge that he should have thought any means legitimate 
w'hich were iiroiiounccd legitimate by tlie sages of the law, 
men whose pc^culiar duty it was to deal jus^y between adversaries, 
and whose (education might be supposed tolwpf peouliarlj qualifled 
them for the discharge of that duty. No|)o^ n 

party the ipib^Ung equity of a judge. An reason jdist ji^^^ 
are appointed is, that even a good man cani^no trusted to 
a cause in which |||p;is himself concerned. mi| a dsQy passeu nu 
which an honest proseciftor does not ask majgvhnt tl^^ bid; u 
dishonest tribunal would gratiu It h too mvA to expect tb’^t 
suy man, when his dearest interests arc at slake, sni JUs Struiig^ 
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pclitoiM mill M aBtiiMt b* more jaeT tiian tke 

xw^ 8[iifii^< lef jiisttees I'd tiM m aMlogOui «tM from the 
biSiWT island : suppose -dutt Lord SMftrd, when in 

thO'^nm# im 'eaqMeion of b^ng^ ooucecuBd in tiie Popish plot, 
hod b«4k ifidised that '^tus C^tee hod done eomething wliieh 
Bughlp 'lilf • qMstioinbto->«eoitra|3tioa, be brought under tne head 
of fdlM|||ni Should meMMreljr UitaA Lend StnShrd, in the supposed 
ease^ W Musing a jM^IHdutioiK to, be Instbated, for furnishing 
Adi^ifhr using all tO (h^suipt .the merev of the 

GroiirU f IV'o tluid( eet. flf a from favour to the 

Oi^Uc lords, were lit etndil the law in eider to hang Oates, mieh 
■Wg* Would richly dloerve impf»ft«‘hnieiitn But it df>i^s not appear 
toi^tbat the Catholic lordp by brin^nng the case betorc the jud^ 
«kcision, would osaterially j6verfetep the limits oi n juKt self- 
wence. ‘ 

WhilCp therefore^ Ve '»ot tho l^ deubt that this me- 
HM^ablc execution^ to be [ettribated^l^ ttistings. v> e do B^ 
:^:hi9th«r i| eau litriinriilft IWirrTrnwiIJiyiptt^^ rrlrv That 
his conduct was 

^laf iKdriiance .jpcSCTIHye^It^ti.P Joj^h^ainst the roost 
iimoceut inirabitaht bl Tjlfpm * wrho ^ u nder th e frown of pftVCCe 
T1 k v«». w’a> r.ut in tIiibjS|lpt?'1)Iack^ of Benpiil a j^ce- 

hoiu« fi [ lace-hunt^- a govenmienij^teiiaats wlio did not thhik 
tliat }i« miizht better himself $endl^ up a deposition againsit 
the Goverii .r-GenecaL Under thesjS eircuiiistances, the p(^de>« 
cuted state>::i)Lin resebred to t(*nch the whole crew of accu»eroafid 
witiioases that, thovw^ ^ minority at Ae council-board, he was 
stiU to be feared. The lesson which he gaTC Aem r>u>« indeed a 
leseim not to be forgotten. The head of the combination which 
bid been formed against him, the richest^ the mort poworfnh th** 
roost futfel of the Hindoos, distinguialied bj the favour of tho^e 
who them h^ld the government, fenced sound by the snpeistitious 
reverenea of millions, was l^mged in broad 4aj before many thou« 
aands of i^ple* Every thuag that could mike the waitiing im- 
pnessiva^ dignity in the safferen solemnity in Ibe proceeding, was 
fiiBud in this case. The helpless ragennd vain struggles of the 
Qairocil made the triumph more* signal From that moment the 
OOBfiction of eveiy native was that it was safer to take the pfut 



of IlaBtingt in » miMritgr t)^ Aat^f Ftooeis in m niajorit/^ Itiid 
ho who was wo ventiiroiii OB to joia.in MTunoxtig down the 
(GkxYernor-Gttiieral might chanpe^ in tfao^ ffapue of the Eastern 
poet* to find a tigar, while be^ng the a deer. The 

voices ui* n thoosa^ informera sUenced in an instant. Frmn 
that time, whatever dsfficuldea Haatitiga mlight have to cnootmler, 
he was never luolealad hf gccmilkMfS ^^oik natives of India. 

It is a r .-imarkahto^^ j ||ri^ ' th w. ibne of. tbe^ kttem of 

Hasting# dale a %eiy fisw hours after the 
death c)f Ktipaoa^. vln^ the whole w^tUMent was in coiuxuo- 
tioii, whila^ askbty atid' aiuuiwat priest ouod were weeping over 
the remuini of fl^r obiei^ conquotor in that g>'i^ppin 

sat down, wHh cWac^nTistic fetf-possession, to write abont the 
Tour to the I]^iUe^, Jons^’s Persian Gmminar^ and ifai histoiw^ 
tr:iditio7>s» orts» and uatunil productions of India. 

In the mean tittpa^ ii;telMgeikce of the BohiUsi War* imd of 
first dit^piifes between llai^sigs and his eeached 

ix»nnon. 'die Directors tooMlWt^Wita sent oat 

u lettiT filled with severe Tolm^iis the eemdnet of HastingeL 
Tiicy condr^ned, ^in stix>^ bttSjttt tvT tiie iniq^^^of uiider» 
taking oifi^iSve cjif^^rcuuh^ hdVAlttCgi!^ 

But khey iitt^y tbi^ if nastiogs hud by illicit means 

^)btaiiK.d peceninry advantages, he had done so, not for his om 
benefit, blit in orricT to oi^^t titeir demands. To enjoin, facNSmy, 
and to Jn^^^'t on havii^ whjit coidd b(mestly,|taj|*^;.w^^ 

then tho constant praettoa^tf ^tlte Company.. As l 4 ^j|^|p^beth 
says of iier liasbaud, they n$t ph^ &ls«^.aii|lir|p|" Would 

wrongly win.’' . - 

.The Bcgulatiiig Act, by which ,Hs<iitngs had beau appointied 
tiovernor-Geoeral for fivr: yoar% empowered the Ouswu to remove 
liim on au address Irooi tho Comj^y. £i|Uiri Iferfli was dcsirou^t 
to procure such au address. The three idmbm of CpQDcil who 
bad b^>eii sent out from. England were atea of his own choice. 
GeiuTid C)avering^ in particular, wps supported by a bpge pturlia- 
zneutnry connexion, such as no eobinet could be duelindi tu 
disoblige. The wish of the minfaterwas toduph^Biastii^(l^ and 
to put Claveriog at tixe head of the govemioonh r ht this' Coigt 
of Directors parties wefe very ni arly faaJ^Mieed. Eleven iSaliA 
aguiniit HasUngs ; ten for hini. Tho Court of ihmprietors whs 
then coiivened. The grout sale-rouin presented a atugnlar 
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J^^sliad been K!Mb^ttik‘8eci*Gtnry of the Trca^tiry, 
fnpporten of gtk^^ikuat tvlio held India' i^tock 
tt> t»e in iniW rtMn n eee lAij Santiilidh Inirshmlled the friends of the 
aibninielmtidii with hie uahel " d e i et ei ftj r and alertness. Fifty 
peers airii pAry cxnineillora» seldom aoiifi. io illr eastwiml, were 
counted in the orowtt. The debate Jailed tin midniglit. The 
oppenmM of Hastings had a smaK aiiperioi'i^ on the division ; but 
a hai|| d^s iIi^muiKled | and the jresolt was that the Oovr^rnor- 
OcnejiH triumphed hy # mi^icrity of above e hundred ^otes over 
the OMbiiicd etforts of Hile liirtTtors and the Cabinet. Hie minis- 
teSa%ere greatly exasperated by this deftmt Evcui T.urd North 
loill'his ten»)u»r, no ordinary ucciirrence with him, a’.(i threatened 
oonvok.' parliament before Christina^ and to hnn^ in a hill 
for deprivin" ihe Company of all |K)litieal ponder, an*! ■ r rertrict- 
iiig it to its old business of trailin;; in silks aad tea^. 

Colonel Msicleane, who tlu'ou^'ii all this confliet h:i i rf^almisly 
supported the cause of Hastings, now thought that hi t inploycr 
)yas iu imminent danger of being turned ou^ branded v. ith parlia- 
mentary ceri<i;r‘s ptubaps prosecuted. Tho opinion oi' trie crown 
laaycrs had rJroady been taken respecting some j of the 
Governord^ rtiuafs conduct, it se*^med to be high 10 think 
of secip-inc an honouralde tetreat. Under these cIa irnstnncrs, 
Marlcaite himself justified in producing tlu; ti^ignatinn 

\v:th which he had been intrii*>!« 7 d. The iiistrumeni v,u^ not in 
Tcr^ accurate form \ but the Directors were too eag» r ti> he scru- 
They accepted the i*»*4igrtafion, fixed on ^Ir. Wiicler, ono 
of their ov h IkkIv, to succeed Hastings^ and sent out orders ^hat 
Gencrai C':u^ erhig, as senior iticmbtT of Coiimdl, should exercise 
the functif>ii« of Crovernor.Gen^ral fill Mr. Whelcr shculd iirrive. 

But, while these tilings were {w^hiug in England, *a ;.>n at change 
bad taken place in Bengal. 3donson w*as no mor«\ Only four 
members of the government were left. Clnvering and Francis 
wrere on one side, Harwell and the Gorcnior-General on the other; 
and the Governor-General had the casting vote. Hasting wJio 
had been during two years destitute of al) power and patronage, 
beeanie at once absolute*. He in-iantly proceeded to retaliate on 
Us adversaries. Their measures v;nr<* reversed : ihcir creatures 
wore displaced. A new’ valuation id’ ihe lands of Bengal, for the 
taxntion, w;is ordered : ai d it was provided that (be 
ujpjnBiliilij .should be coiiduetod i.v the Goveruor-Gcneral, and 
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thftt qS At le^Tehting t»k«hi»ill1!0k'4a Ins none. Ife 
at tha auM tiint!, to roTulvt vut -plwt^^ttaiiqnext and f^anjntfia, 
|ilaii 0 which he lived to soo i^isc44iip|ipr J^iat b>’ liiinMf. Hb 
prt^ was to Ibrm subeidiw/alliaMiirb^ the natiws iirinrtia, 
jmrticttlori^ with tiiose of Oode ia^9iMa|i.ttid thus to maitBtitaia 
the patanoaiit power in India. ‘Whillilto maa nutditating theto 
gnat deaigna* anivttd tho iatoUigenoe thai Iw had ccaKod to he 
GovenoT'^Seiiaral, that lii« nsignation had bean accepted tbfd 
Wheler tras eomiiig ont immediatdjr, and d4t, tifi Whekr arrived, 
the chair was to be lilied b/ Claveriag. 

Hu'.l Tlastiags still been in a nunoritj, he would pi^abiy Inivo 
rctiwid witoont a struggle $ intt he was now the nsll mastoi' of 
llritieh Inditi, and he wiis not disposed to qnlt He 

fiAserted that he bad never givim any ins'tr«etlH||e cauld 

warrant the steps taken at home. What hia Imimpiiaiii^ had he i m , 
he owned lie had fo«^ottea. If lie had kept a of them 'he 
had mislaid it. But he was certain that he fiaiA rf^igatedly 4e« 
dared to the Directors that he would not reidgau Ho eevid not 
sec how tilt) courts po>.se.ssed of that di;>‘!araikiO Irnm kimsdfg coald 
receive iii:i resignation frinn the douhtt'ul Imuds of an agent. If 
the resipiiatlon were iuvalid» all^ proceedings which wfre 
i'omideil tin that rcsignatiuu were nulh and Hastings was still 
Governor- General. 

Ue aiterworda uffirmed that, though his agents had not acted in 
coiiforiiiity wHIi las inistructions, ho would iieTeitheiess hove held 
Limseli' bound by their actSp if Claffering bad not iittemided to 
sci^e the soprenu; }»o\rer by violenoe. Whether this assertion were 
or were not tnii% it canuoi be doubted that the imprudenc? of 
C'hivering gave ilnstings an advantage. The General seoi for the 
keys of tlic fort and of the treasury^ took posseasbn of the record;!, 
arid held u council at which P'rancii attendedw Hastkig 2 » t‘^K»k the 
chair in another apartment, and BnrweB. aat with him. Plach of 
the two parties had a phtu»ibl«' ^how of right* There waa no 
authority entitled to their oUrdiciMt^ within fifteen thoosaiid mSee. 
It seeing that there rei^uiried uo way of settling the dispute except 
an appeal to arras; and iVom such an appeal ii^dugs» confident of ; 
Ills irfliieaoe oacr hU'ci.^aj[iiryinen iu Indiaiswas not inclmed to ; 
shrink. He directed ike ufiiet rsol ih gairisoa at Foci William and 
of uU the neighbouring stadons to obey no orders hill his* At tLs 
same time, with udini ruble judgm*-rii, he i^erud te|[fri||mil4hO‘€^ 
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to ^ tWgWfili Coflrt. and torib^d* I^MiHiH 

this pTC|NMMi|l 1 m rifbad notUag | yet jk' in» a nropotitian wUeh 
bis u|>|iai!6MH.itiiii!d hardly r^imt Bobody oo.«ld b« trtMad as a 
wh«t tlitf iMumd solemnl/ pronounce 
to be tiio government. The MAm mutt weuld, shrink 

irom liking etw in defence of whtl ^|ddgei ehonld pronounce 
to be usi^Mtion. Clavering and^lSViiid^ tSier acne delay, on* 
wfllini^yMiaented to aMde by llie amrerd of court. The 
oonrtjMe^ that the narignation was invalid, md that there- 
fore was still Gtovernor-Gfeoeral under the Regulating 

Aet; and the defeated members of the Cumeil, finding that the 
■eMB of the 'A hole setfibneot was agaiiiit tihnn, aequii sced ^.tbe 
detirion. s. • 

About this timo arrfiAw w| news that^ after a suit which Sad 
lasted several years, thb lliigbhian eoorts fand decreed a dhroroe 
between Imhok and his Tlic Bleeii left Calci:tt:\. carrying 

with him the means of boying an enbie In Saxony, lady 

l^ecaine Mrs. ITastings. Tbe event wob celebrated b;: 'rrt^ut festi- 
vities; and all the most eOnigiicuous penona at Calcutta, without 
distinction ot‘ parties, were iiivit*‘d to the Governiui^ntphouse. 
Clavering. tlm Mahommcdiiu cbitmieler tells the Ftory, was 
sick ir ntii: i and body, and excused himself from joining tlie 
spivnuid <i-'!nbly. But Hastings, whom, as it should seem, 
siieCfS;* in ambition and in love liad put' into high good-humour, 
woulc like no denial. He wi;iit iimself to the Oenerars house, 
and at 1 brought bis vanquished rival in triumph to the gay 
circle whi* U samiuiided the bride. The exertion was too much 
for a frame britken by mortification as well us ly disease. Cla- 
vering died a few days later. 

Wilder, who came out expecting to bo Covemor-Ganeral, and 
was forced to content hims^ with a seat at tbe council-board, 
generally voted wHh Fraaeis. But the Governor-General, with 
Barwdl’s help aud bi& own casting vote, was still the master. 
Some change took {dace at this time in the feeling both of the 
Court of I>hecton$ and of the Ministers of the Crown. All 
designs against Hastings were dropped ; ah^ when his original 
term of five years expired, he was quietly reiypointied. The 
mth is, that the fearful dangers to wiiich the public inlereili in 
^^ery mi^icr were now expiMd, made both Lord North and the 
unwilling to part vrith a (governor whose talenti^ cSp 
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peri&AM wsbA MftoUitioD, enmity ttegilf U ) ueknoHr^ 

' . >v'‘'' 

The criris %ii linked ^ 'ctptioim 

empire^ m tim throne oC^^il^h Qm tg n ll^ TlIlN ha ? taken bk 
mat eighteen yem beMM^ itWi Mister h^ha lilaa hml attendeil 
the aoeoMioii of anjrof OnHhnH; Ium of Engttli lover^iis, bail, 
by the ffhel eenadM nrfllpmrQ been to the Teige 

of npin. In Amate mB&oiie of EngKilfmelir with 

tim- etnutiy fiR^ Mood^ their langnage^ ’ their re» 

ligiei^ aodf their iaeiltiitioiio were derived^ and to whiel^ but a 
ehori tbne biAwn'lMiy had been yi etrongly attadml ee the in- 
ha b j Nmt i of xKMrfolk and Lelceitershire. The gi^ (joerers of 
Europe^ humbled to the dust by the f^onr and gotfoa^rideh had 
guidad the councila of George the S^nd, now^ftjieieed in the 
prospect of a signal levcnge. The time woe apftthMhing when 
our island, while struggling to keep down the United States of 
America, and pressi^d with a etill nearer danger by the too just 
disoon^ts of Ireland, was to be assailed by France, Spain, and 
Holland, and to be threatened by the armed neutrality of the 
Baltic; when even our luaritime (mpremacy was to be in jeo- 
pnrdy ; wdieii liostile fleets were to command the Straits of Calpe 
and the Mexi^Hn Sea; when the British t^ig was to be scarcely 
able toprotoet the Brltisli ChanneL Great as were the faults of 
Hastings, it was happy Ibr our country that at thatLeonjuncture, 
tlie niost terrible through which she has erer passed, he was the 
ruler of her Indian dominions. 

J^u attack by sea on Beng^ was little to be apprehended.’^' The 
dangbr was that thf^ European enemies of Engbnd might fisiin an 
aUiance wUh some native power, might furnish that power with 
troops, arms, and aiiuuunition, and might thus assail oor po>66e* 
stons on the side of the land. It was chiefly from the Mai rattas 
that Hastings anticipated danger. The original seat >t that 
singular people was thewilcl rang^ of hills which runs alor.g the 
western coast of India, In the i^gn of Aurungsebe tlu* inha- 
bitants of those r^ions, led by the great Sevtgee, began to de- 
scend on the posoalsious of their wealtluer and less warBke neigh- 
bours. The encjFjigf, ferocity, and cunning of the jVthrattas, soon 
made them the most coospicuoas among the new powers which 
trare generated by ^hp/ODrriy>tipii of tlecaying naoiiardiy. At 
first they were oaly^lkliMi. Tb^ so^ n rose to the digni^ of 
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runqpfi^Milii, pnivioces of tlic'omj re were turned inv> 
FreelK>ofcer8> eprui).: from low caster Mid 
rtrrnntrtiiltp^ in mensiil eniplo/menlartaiNm inighly Bajnlis. Th(^ 
Baiyh%gafevliie hend of a bend^ of plunderers, oecupied the rast 
Ouioowar^ which h^ being interpreted, the 
Hurdbman, fouiidtid tiint dynasty which still reigns in Ousenit. 
The houses of Selndia and llolkar waxed great in Malwa. One 
:>dTewturous captair* mtidc, his nest on the iinpregnnMe rock of 
Gooti. Anotlier becaine the lord of the thousand villages which 
are acaCtored among the green rice-fields of Taoj(«*c. 

That was the time, tljroughout India, of donhl<‘ g^*vernnicnt. 
The form and tlie povr«’r were every where M‘p:i rated. The 
ijlnssulinan ij;ibobs who had become sovereign i s, the Visicr 
in Ogde, v.rAi tltc Nizam at Hyderabad, still eulhnl tlK insdves the 
viceroys . i' the house of Tamerlane. In the s*v..» • manner the 
' r.tes, though iikdopcndent of ea li other, pre- 

tended k) i • members of one -.apire. They all a ) v,)wledged, by 
words r.nd . • remouies, the sn macy of the iieir »•; ' ••vajee^ u rat 
w; •» chewed biiug * kyed with tIanciPL' fiiU in a state 
jiison it S:it:ara, and of i»i' I'eshwn or inayos- • i :he palace, a 
great f .-.PtJiry mogistrat^^ ’.ito kept n court \\i\i singly state at 
Tofiri.'ili. loid authority w jis obeyed in thi* ^puo.ous provinces 

I'f Aiiru r:::ib:ui and UejapiM^r, 

.Si)mc OiOnths before wai dc**lnr(fd in ?lu* govern- 

ment of Bengal was olarnn d by the new’.-, that :i j’lvnch ndven- 
lorv^ whv* p*:u*M’d for a man of quality, had arrived iit Pooimh. 
It w'a< said that he had been received there with gn‘Rt distinction, 
tiiat he hud delivtTed to the Pcohwa letters and presents from 
Lewis the Sixteenth, and that a treaty, hostile to [England, hod 
Imm d conc.uded betw'een France and the Mahr.iu.4 . 

Hostings iromcti lately resolved to strike tin; ftr/t blow. The 
trh.' of the Peshwu wou not undirputrd. A portion of the Moh- 
rara nation was favo|||oble to a pn^tender. The Govcnior- 
i 'r-. determined to this pre tender’s interest; to move 

an army across the peuiasbilof Indiii, and to form a close oUionce 
wlih the chief of the houi^ of Sonsla, who u41ed Berort and who, 
in poorer and dignity, was InfiTior to none sf the MahrtSIs prinee-s. 

The army had marched, and the nugomtiors with BufUr were 
Sin progrvtss, when a letter from ti.tiKnglish consul at Cairo 
the nrw.< that \/ar had been pro ‘humed ‘both in London and Vsitik 
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All thfl mensures which th4 crisis required were rfoptc! uy Ifsii* 
iiigs without a moment's dc.laj^. The. Fr«^tCh faetorit^^ in Beitg^l 
were prized. (hrderB were sent t«j Madras that P<inflit?I.* r'*v shottkl 
instantly l>e occupied. Nctu* ('akuttfl^ works were tbrrjw.i ^jp wttIMi 
were thpnght to render the approach of a hostile fore * inip* isslble* 
A inaritiiDG eslablisliment was formed fCRT the de&n<*e oi' the river. 
Niiu! 7 i<*iv battalions of sepoys were raised, and a corps of natice 
artill^TV was formed out of llu' hardy Ijascar«i of the Bay of BengoL 
liaviu:; luiide these anmagcuiimts^ the Governor-Generai with 
r*ulni '*t)fitid4nH.v. pi'< 3 noun'*cd hts presidency secure from all attwric^ 
niilch^ tin- Mahmttus should mai'ch against it in conjunction with 
tiu' Krencli. 

'I'lic oxjM-diiioii whtcli Hastings had sent wf^tward was not 
<pet'.dily or '*ompletf ;y 'iK**co>fui as mf>st undertakings^ The 
oommandin;; o Dicer procra^tinatctl. The authonties at Oombajr 
blundered. B it the Governor-General persevered. A new oon^ 
inander rcpnircfl the <‘rrors uf his predecofsor. Several brilliant 
nctions spn ud the military renovrn of the Knglish through regtons^ 
where no European flag had i vrr bt^n eem. It is probable tlia4 
If a new and more, fonuidi bk danpor had not compelled Hastings 
to change his whole poliry. liis piaiis re.^picting the Mahratm 
I inpiro would Imve l>een currl**i into complete effect. 

The nuthorities in Phjgloiid had wisely <ent out to Bengal as 
connnander of the forces and member of tin. Council, one of the 
distingiiishod soldiers of that time. Sir j'jrre Coole had, 
jnany years bef re, btfcn conspicuous among the founders 'sf tlie 
BntAsh empire iu the East. At the councilor war which preceded 
tlic brtth' of Pi.'isaej, be eaniestly recommended, in opposition to 
the majority, that (h|i’ing course which, after some hesitation, was 
adopted, and whi h was crowned with such splendid succ(\8s. He 
subsei]uently commanded in the south of India against the brave 
und unfortunate Lally, gained the decisive battle of Wondewash 
over thq French and tlieir native allies, took Pondicherry, and 
made the English power supreme in the Carnatic. Since tliose 
great exploits near twefity years hwd elapsed. Coole had no 
longer the bodily activity which he l.:.d shown in earlier days; 
nor was the vigour (A' his mind altogciher unimpairrMh He w^rm 
capricious atid fn'tful, and required inu' h coaxing to keep him in 
good-humour. It must, we fear, be ii«t It'd that the love of nioiuy 
had grovn him, and that be thuuj^i more about his allow- 
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about duties, tbaa might have beeiinpeoied 
from a6 jpl^nt a luembor of ao noble a j^rcifedsion. Sftitl lie wn^ 
pt Tbapi^ifa' ahlf pt ollicrer that yrta then to bo found in the British 
army. 'Junmg tiio native aoUiere bis m^mG was great and ais in- 
fiuencd muiindled. Mor is he jeit foiigotten by them, ^ow and 
then a white*beiirded old ^epoy may atUl be found, who loves to 
talk of pQi'to Novo and PoUilore. Tt is but a short time since one 
of those aged men ea^ne to present a memorial to an English officer, 
who holds, one of the highesit cmpioyinentA in India. A print of 
Coote hung in the rouoi. The veteran recognised at "i ce that fai't 
and hgUTC which he had not teen for more than ball a mnury, and. 
forgetting b'>' salam to the iivmc, halted, drew hiiasi lf up, lifnMl 
Ms hand, u^ki with solemn reverence paid his rallitnry obeisai'.r'c to 
the dead 

, Coute, tii"Ugh he did not, lilo* Barwell, tote oonsi !**tly with the 
fToverriov-< ’•Micral. was by no niiians inciiiied m in M \u systematic 
ojtposiu«< >. ntid «>n most qiK‘»ti<‘»i8 conenrrod a il)' I^istinas, who 
did liis l« i. by*.'t-'siduous e-.urtrhip, anil by Vi‘«.li»y granting the 
;r»o«t e.\ 'diinnt allowanees^ to gratify tliostn>i>gi s- [Kisslons of the 
ol*^ .‘‘V r. . , * 

It AV' a • il likely at this tim<: that a g.merai ret .nrilia^ion would 
put tiv c*'.i to tiie quarrels which had, during Svwi; > lenrs, weakened 
jiid tiisciiiocd the government of Bengal. TKr oi the 

t nipire might well induce wen of potriorit! — .‘j d oi patri- 
otic feeling neither Ilastingts uor Praiuiswa^ — to forget 

pri\a*'? e,niaities, and to civotn iate heartily for th - ri ru-ral gc «id. 
Coote bad never been concerned in laciion. WIh'Iim’ v ♦hor.'^n^^iily 
tired of it. Harwell bad made an ampit* fortiint^ .hmigli he 
had promised that he would not leave Laicuita wiiilr was 

needed in Council, was most desirous to return 0- l^.^g!and, und 
ex«^ricd himself to pruinote an sirraugcnioiit nLi<*a wratld set liiiu 
at liberty. 

A compact was mode, 1^ \^h'ch FrMicis agreed vy dedst from 
Opposition, and Hastings engaC' -l that the inend*; of Francis should 
be admitted l o a fair share of i hormurs and • raoluments of tlie 
service. During a few mcoitli*’' after thi.4 treaty there w as apparent 
harmony nt the council-board. 

Harmony, indeed, was never more ncjCessary ; b.r at thUroomesi 
Uiteroal calamities, moralbrinjd dile than war itself. nuiHae*cd Ben* 
pK The authors of the Bcgul.it mg ^ket of 1T73 h.id established 
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tiro ind 6 |i*ndeoi powers, t)m one fite olber paitical; 

with a cnrelessnen flcandabiuiijr coaimoa in 'ftiglKah l« gUlatioii^ 
had omitted to define the limits of either. The judges took advaih* 
tiige of the indistinetness, and aftempted to 4 nw to 1)10111061760 
supreme attthoritj, not only wltldn Calentti^ biit through the 
whole of the great territory subject to the Presidency of Port 
William. There are few Englishmen who will not admit tliat the 
English law, in spite of modem improvements, is neithef cheap 
nor so speedy os might be wished. Still, it is a system ivliich has 
grown up among us. In some points, it has been fasbionid to suit 
our feelings; in othera it has gradually fashioned our f*ieUngs to 
suit itself. Even to its wor.st evils wc arc aitcnstomed; and there- 
fore, though we inny complain of tliem, they do not strike its with 
the horror and dismay which would be producc^d by a new griev- 
ance of smnUer severity. In India th(‘ ease U widely different. 
Koglish law*, transplanted to that country, lias all tite vices from 
which wx* suiTer here; it has them all in a far higher degree ; nod 
it has other vices, comparnd with whicli the worst vices from which 
we suffer uw trifles. Dilatory herv.v»it i* Ihr more dilatory in a 
land where tli* help of an irwrpntter is needed by every judge and 
by eveiy adv‘*f*ate. Costly is r», it i-; far more costly in a land into 
wliich the I -'id practiiioiicf' nust be importi*d from an imipense 
<iiritHnc(s All English lubo\i in India, from the labour of the 
tluvenior-ticiKTal and the ( /umander-iii-Chief, down to that of 
u groom or a watchmaker, nr- : he [ oid for .d a higher r;itctfaan 
at home. No man ivill be I* ished, and ln*iiished lo the *wrid 
zone^for nothing. *llu* rule h" ’o good with T#*sp»‘ct to the legal 
prufession. No English barri^^t . will work, fifteen thousand miles 
from all bis friends* with the. tiu^rroometer at ninety-six in the 
shade, for the eniolnments which will content him in chfoubers that 
<iverlook the I'haiucs. Accordin^^ the fees at Csiicntta are about 
three times us great a? the fee? of Westminster Hall ; and this, 
thoiigli the p^mple^if India nre, beyond all comparison, fKiorer than 
tlMi pcopfe of JCiiglaud. Tet the delay and the expense, grievous 
ns they arc, foriu th*i sinall('>t part of the evil wliidi English law. 
imported withont incdificntions isuo India, could not fail to pro- 
duce. The strongest feelings of <nir nature, honour, rtdigioii, 
female m*.^esty, rose tip against the i>'/atioD. Arrest on lucsne 
process was the Jirsi step in most civil t- occedings; and to a native 
jof rank arrest was not merely a rest; :ut. but a foul personal in- 
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^ QiiC1i!i wove required in every stage of every Btdt; end 
tbe a CjiMiker obout an oath is Imrdly stronger than tfaiC 

of a leapiecAiMe uniivo. That the apartments of a woman of qual- 
ity enter/^il by strange iiveiv or that her fact* should be 

seen by nre. in the East, intolerable outrago^s, ouirapea which 
Arc mor^ dreaded than death, and vriiidb can be expiated only by 
the phedding of hhKKi. To theso outrages th4> most distingtijiAed 
families dS llengal,. Bahar, and Orissa, were now cx}i*)srd. Jan- 
ginewhatili^ state of our own country would be, if a jurisprudeftce 
were on a ‘''itdden iatroductid among us, which slu uld be to iie 
wbut imr ji ' isprudeuce was to our Asiati<‘ subjects. Imagine 
\^hat the >UiiJ of our country wotiid be, it it w'erc enacted that any 
by ur" iy swearing that a debt was due to him, should ac- 
quire. a to isault the persons of men of the most liotjourtible 
and SA« red cillings and of women of the most shrinking delicnxT’, 
to b.>.>'«ovliip a general officer, to put a bishop in fiio stocks, to 
treat bulb ^ in the way which called forth the of Wat Tyler. 

. Somethirtg like this Was the <^;rct of the attempt uhich the Su- 
preme Court made to extend i*:> jurisdiction over tke whole of the 
Company’s territory. 

A refirn of terror began, “t terror heigh ten«*d by mystery; for 
oven tliat which was endured was less horrible ilian that which 
wtts anticipated. No man kiicw what was next to be expected 
from tisis strange tribunal. It came ftoui bcroiul U»-’ black water, 
as tiiejieople of India, with .i.ysterious boiTi>r, call the sea. It 
cunsieted of judges not on*. «-i wliom wan faiuiltar wirii Ute usages, 
of the millions over whom fhty chumed boundless authority. Its 
records were kept in unku^r.*. u characters ; iis sentence> were pro- 
nounce! in unknown soumlt^ Ib had already colhvlcd round itself 
e.n army of the wbest part of tlie native pctpulati^iO, bifurmers, and 
ihUe witnesses, and eoiuxnoii and ageiit.<% of cliicane, and 

above alij a haiidiUt of bailiffifnSSmers, com[iarcd with whom the 
retainers of the worst English qpufiginp-housc.^ in the worst tiaaes^ 
might be considered as uprigltt and tender-hearted. Afainy nativsi^ 
higuly considered anHuqc 4^ coontryniea, weresciz.«^l, hurried up 
to Calcutta, flung into the^epnunon gc^, not for any crime even fan- 
pated, iKit for tsay debt t^Jnd bera prebed, but merely «• • 
OMtion till tbeircaotedbeiild co;m! to tH<d. Tkci'e wereineli|ii|, 

in wltich men of tiie meat JMDombie diputj. pemecuted witMpT % 
ceose by extortionem, died 'ef nve end shame iu tlio gripe of tbe 
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■anctadnFMepMM in thn fieet bf «hirh re^^MadL 

nothiiig eiee^ #m« bant ofien hj ^>h0* The MmMdr 

mini, bntTer and Itu aenaiitomed,to (ben the IQlrfeailh 

•ometiaeM ateed od their defeMetend flilb were ie i W ntw | *i^ 
which tbef ’iWibtiir blood In the dodi%ii(ft MMg 

in hand» tihe ladnsd npertmetito of tboir Ntj, il MtfM 

fi» if eves the fa{ni4ii«rt<d Bengelei^ lirlolip^^^ 
of Sungah Dowleh, who htui been mfttik dinmK the ftdnbbtnrtite 
of Vftnsittart, would at length find coarngu tu deipuir* Ho Mah* 
rattn invasion had ever spread through the |nwvinoe auch diamay 
a.s this inroad of Englidi lawyers. All the iiynsliat of fonWer op- 
pressors, Asiatic and European, appeared as a bloadtag whan com- 
pared with tiie juattoe of the Sapmmo Court ^ 

Every class of population, English and nafin^ With the ex** 
ception of the ravenous pettifoggers who fitttened on the miseiy 
and terror of an Imnsaose eommonltj, ciied out loudly agaiiist this* 
ienrt'ul oppression. But the judges were imflMvvahk. If a bailiff 
was resisted, they ordered the soldiers to be called oot If a servant 
of the Conip iny, in conformity with the orders of the government, 
withstood t)‘«^ miserable catchpoles who, with Impej*s write in their 
hands, cxcociied the insolenlh and rapacity of gaiig-rbbbers, his 
was dung into prison for a contempt. The lapse of sixty /ears, 
tlie virtue and wisdom of many eminent mAgistrates who have 
during tliut time administeri'd justioe in the Supreme C/Ourt, have 
not cifaccd from the minds of tlie people of Bengal the recollection 
of those evil days. ^ 

Tiie members of tlic governroent were, cn this subject, united 
as one man. IlssUogs had c'ourted the judges ; he Imd found 
them useful iiislnimeuts; but he was not disposed to make them 
liis own nmstv”s, or the ina^vers of India. His mind was large ; 
his knowledge of the native character mont acctimie. He saw that 
the system pursued by tlie Supreme Ck>urt was degrading to the 
government and ruinous to the people; and he resolved to oppose, 
it manfully. The oonsequenct? was, tlmt the friendsh^qs if that be 
the proper %vord for such a connexion, which had cxisg^ between 
kim and Impey, w^as fur a time complettdy dissdved. govern- 
meet placed itself Urmly between the tyrannical tribunal and tbo 
petjj^e. The Chief Justice prucce.hvl to the wildeet excesses. 
Ti^iyi Governor-General and all the members of Council were 



calHag tm Ae» to i^fwar bafim ft* 
)iii0iM|Pt|ptoM^ mhirM too naBb. 

dMipgi^llljlSb lost Mota, VBfined to abejr the eiO, ito st l ih e rty 
the <hto iy e J .liy the Oonrt, end took meuone 

Str *eliidiy'‘i|!to oe teag w e pnwoertiep vl Ute sberifiV oSeer^ 
if WBBmmf, Ijf sfte (word. Bet he M in Tieir another devlos 
tritoh aright fievent the aeeeiaitf of an appeal to anna. He 
thiB eridgfi at a kea tor an expedimt; and he knew Impej laaO. 
Thetoqwdient, in tWh tut, waa a very simple one, neither ntore 
nor kas than a bribe. Impej wa^ bj act of parliament, a jodgt^ 
independent of the government of Bimgal, and entitled to a sal^ 
«f ^lit tboeaand a^ear. Bastings pnqMsed tu make him also a 
judge in the gervice, removabUt ut the pleasure of the 

governmcDt of Bengal ; and to gire hiia, in tlmt capacity, about 
eight tliou.«and a^ear more. It was understihxi tlhat, in con- 
sidpratioii of Ibis new £ularyp Impcjr would desi.it. tVoni urging the 
high pretensions of his court If he did urge pretensionap 
the goTenment could, at a in>'mciit'& notice, cj ; him from the 
new pbee which ha<l been created for him. bargain was 
sinick ; Bengal w saved ; nil appeal to fore*. v> arened ; and 
the Chief vTustice was rich, quv*i, and infauiou.^. 

Of Imp'*y^8 conduct it is unrt eeisary to speak. It w^as of a piece 
with almost eveiy part of his < ^suduct that eomijv under the notice 
of idstory. No other such judge has dishonoured the English 
crmitidi since Jefferies drank hiinself to death in the Tower. But 
we eannoS agree writh iho^^ who have blamed Hastings for this 
tranMction. Tbe case stood thua Tlie negligent manner in 
which the Begulating Act had been framed put ii in tlie power of 
the Cliicf Justice to tlirow a great country into the most dreadful 
con&sioD. Ho was determined to use his pover to the utmost, 
ttakfis be was paid to be still ; and Hastings consented to pay him. 
The necessity was to be deplored. It is also to be deplored that 
pirates should be able to exact ransom, by threatening to mako 
Aeir captives walk the plank. But to ran.som a captive from 
pirates has always been held a humane and Christian act ; and ii 
would be absurd to charge the payor of the ransom with cor« 
^ mpting the virtue of the conair. This, we seriously think, is a 
sot unfair illiistratiou of the relative position of Impcy, Hastings, 
and the people of !hjHa« Whether it was right in Impey to 
'demand or to accept a price for powers which, if they r^ly 
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MaiD”ged to biaw bo couM not oUieitOi iMdo if tii <7 did aiil 
belong to liiiib lio oaglit never to hove uosqiodi on<l whioli te 
neither cose he coaid honestly Bell, is one gnestioD. It is gnllg 
another question, u^hethur Hostinge^wos not light to give nf 
suuy however Urge, to any man, however wofdiless, rather thOft 
either sarrender millioiks of human beitiga to pilUge^ or igiriw 
tiuim by civil war. 

Francis strongly opposed thU arrangement it nmy, indeed^ be 
suspected that personal aversion to Impqr v^ ae streiifg nmotivh 
yf\th Francis as regard for the welfare of the province. IFo a rnfad 
liurning with resentment, iiimght seem better to leave Bei^ to 
the oppressors than to redeem it by enridiiag fhiia. Il'Is not 
improbable, on the other hand, that Hastinga may hove been the 
more willing to resort to an ezi>e(lient agreeable to the Chief 
Justice, because that liigh functionary had already been mser-^ 
viceablc, and might, when existing dis^seusiona iseiu eompoaed, bo 
serv i('eable agai n. 

Fut it not on ibis point alone that Franeia wii bow opposed 
to Hastings. The [leace between theiti pi-oved to be only a short 
and hollow trucks daring wliidi their mutual ureraion was con- 
stantly becoming stronger. At length au explosion took pUots 
Hostings publicly charged Ffi\neis with hoMOg deceived bim, JBid 
with having induced fianvell to quit tUu service hj insoiem 
promises. Then came a dif-pate, snch us fre<iiiently arises esm, 
betw een honourable men, w'heii they may make iiqportasit a g re e * 
ments by more verbal couniiuiiicatioa. An imparM insi^mn 
will prtjbably be of opiniun that they bad misoikdetalood eadi 
oilier'^ but their minds wciv so much embittered that tfasy im* 
]>iited to encli liher nothing less than deliberate riiiaay* da 
not.*' said llH^^tings, in a minute recorded on the Con^ultatkuas df 
iho Govenimeiit, * I do not trust to Mr, FrancU'.* pruntiee* of 
candour, convinced that lie is incapable of it. 1 jtuige of his 
public conduct by hia private, wlucii I havq found to be void of 
truth and honour." Ait^'r tlio C'^uncil hail ssaen, Francis put a 
challenge into tlie Governor- G* : icmrs^ Laadk It was iuatmitly 
accepted. They met| and fired. Francis was riiot through tlm 
body. Ho was carrie<l to a nv'ighbouring house, where U appeared 
that the wound, though seveu , was not mortal. Hastings inquired 
repeatedly after liis enemy's health, and proposed to call on himi 
but Francis coldly declined the visit. He had a proper aense, he 
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nam, « mm unrorni^-^kiMnirs pditMM^ iHit ttfttU iiiit c<^MM 
to Mqr^pk^te iiitmitw. TIm^^ cooUL neet at the coiiaoil* 

In • ^Wqjl^fllhort time it was made rigmJlj manifest to hnw 
greit'n ^Iniar the 6orernor«Gienend hals, <mi this oceasioo, ex* 
poetttliia dliplttj. A erieis arriTcd with tirhicb he, and 'he aloiie, 
was deal* It 18 not too much to my that, if he 

Ilihl heei|8<^^^ from the head of oAhtei; tlie jea» ! Tho aifd 1?81 
opmIA hiwa 08 folil to our |mwor in Asia as v» our power Sa 
Amrite. 

The htahimttas had bean the chief objects of apprdienstoTi to 
Hiitinga. The measiiree which he had adopted for the purpose 
^ braAing their power, had at first been frostrated bj the errors 
m tboee whom he was compelled to empior ; hut liis perstFcmnce 
and ability seemed likely to be crowned with successt when a far 
mote formidable danger showed itself in a distant quarter. 

About thirty years before this time, m Mahommedfin soldier had 
begun, to distiugoish himself in the ware of Southern India. His 
education had been neglected ; his extraction wh> humble. His 
father had been a petty ofii of revenue; liis grau ifather a wan- 
dering di'rvise. but though thin meanly descendi^d. though igno- 
raht e^cn of the alphabet, tho adventurer bad sooner been 
placed at the bead of a bo«ly of troopa than he apor ' ved himself a 
man bom for conquest and v ramandL Among the rnoa'd of cbiefr 
who were 6traggfii|g for a s'.:«re of India, none could pnm|>arc with 
hin\in the qualities of tlte r iptain and the statesman. lie became 
a general ; he became a m vi^rcigU, Out of the fragments of old 
principalities, which Lad gone to pieces in the general frreck, 
he formed for himseif u great, coinpact, and vigorous cpipire. 
That empire he ruled with tho ability, severity, and vigilance 
of Lfjwis tbe Elevento. Licentious in his pltsasnres, imjdacablc in 
his rovenge^ he had j.*'t f nlargemeot of mind enout^h to'^rteivc 
how much the pro8j»ei'*:y of solyeets adds to the strength of 
govt.Tument8» He Wii.'i an oppressor; but he had at hra»t the 
merit of protecting his geopfo iogainst all oppression except his 
own. He was now in extreme old age ; but his intellei't was lus 
ckiar, and liis sfiirit as high, as in t|m prsum of manhood. Such 
the great Hvder AU» tho founder of the llsbonuncdan king- 
dim of Hysore, and tbe most formidable cneu^ \vith whom the 
oonqumrors of ladta Imvc ever had to contend. 
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Hud Hatting been .govmior of Meifllrii^ Hyder would lidfo 
been either made a friend, or Tiforously enoomitercd ae an enemy* 
Unhappily the Si^llsh authorities in eouth provoked iSbit 
powerful neighbodr’a hostility, without beinf prepared io rcfd 
It. Oft a f»nddeD» an army of ninety tbonaand men, £ut auperior 
in discipline and efficiency to any other Mtive force 
be found in India, cauic pouring through thom wild M i|i^ a F h p * i ’lh 
a 01 n by mount ain^rr4>ntB, and dark with jungle* lendneililflg 
the table«Und of Mysore to the plains of the Camalit. IHa great 
army wb4 aooompanied by‘a hundred pieces of cannon ; and its 
movements were guided by many French offiocrs, trained in the 
best military schools of Europe. 

llydcr was every whore triumphant. The Sepoys in iDa«y 
Lntisli garriaoDS Hung down tlusir anna. Some forts were aor* 
jonoojred by treachery, and some by despair. In a few days the 
whole o|>oii country north of the Coleruon had submitted. Tim 
English iiihnhitants of Madras could already sec by night, from 
the top of Mount St Tbumat^ the eastern sky reddened by a vast 
si^niicirdc oi biasing YillagM The white vilhw, to which our 
countrymen retire after the daily lab«iura of govemmeot and of 
trade, ^ h< n the cool eimoing brem sjwtngs up fron* the bay# were 
now left without inhabilants ; fcr bands of the fierce boiwiien of 
IMysore h id alfieady been «n {nwwiing smoog the tiiHp-tresa^ and 
near tlic sra> verandn^ I'ven the tuwn was not thought secure^ 
and the liritisli iiiir^|hOnts and puldie functionaries made haste to 
crowd thcoiscivta tic cannon of Vdct St. (ieorge. ** 

There were the mehni^ jodeed, of aaspmhhug an army wIilcU 
might have deAndod the presidency, and evmi drWea tho invader 
back to bis mountains. Sir Hector Mnoro was at the hegd of one 
roiisi<ierable <brce ; Baillio was adnyiaiag with another# Untied* 
thf'y migiit hate presented n formidaUo front even Ip sock an 
enemy as Hydcr. Bub lie Kmcli^k commanders^ neglecting those 
fundamental ^-ules of the mihrary art of which the pnspnety is 
obvious even to men who had ii**\er reeeived a military education, 
deterred their junction, and were separate^ a tta efced BailHe's 
detachment was destroyed. Muuro was fomed to abandon his 
baggagp, to fling his guns into the tanki^ and le aavt^bimself by a 
retreat which might bo called a fligbt* In thn|e weeks from the 
commencement of the war, the Britirii mnpire hk S e nth era ludia 
bad been brought to the teige of rui^ Ualy a fewfoi^fiedg||p||Qf 
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rMudlwf: I* St. T!a' jHory of o«r arms bad departed. It voa 
knowa ttwra great rVeucli expedition might soon be (‘xp< '-t*‘d oh 
the. eeat GoramatKiel. England, beset by ciieniio9 every 
sidt*, wa« hi m condition to pfote<!t such rcmcitc ciepcndeiuMes, 

Then ft npM that the fertile genius and serene courage of 
Ilastiues nddeved tlndr most signal triamph. A ship, 

fijiag before the sontli-west miutsoon, bmught tlio ' vil tidings 
inofevr days to Caiciutru In tm*nty*tbur hours tin*. Governor- 
General had framed n compiet*^ plan of policy a. hinted to the 
altered state of affairs. The struggle with Hyd^ r was a struggle 
for life and death. All minor objcitts must be sni-rificed to the 
preservation of the Carnatic. The disputes with the Mahrattes 
ihnst be accommodated. A large military force and a supply of 
money must be instantly sent Uy Madras. Hut even these mea- 
Bttrea wonld be in*^nflleient. tmloss the war, hitherto so grossly 
atfHDtnaged, were placed under the direction of a vigorous mind. 
It wan DO time for trifling. Hastings determined 1 1 r<‘*«on to an 
”* extreme exercise of power, to suspend the incapal i * ijovornor of 
Fort St. George, to send Sir Eyre Coote to oppose ^ to 
intFOSt that distinguished general with llic whole r. iinini.Htration 
of the n'ar. ' 

In* soiie of the sullen oi i»-!tion of I rancis. v \ > Imd now 
rauovercd from his wound, a * had retur* -^d to th< the 

Governor-General's wise t 'i firm polit > was api-r'Acd by the 
majority of the boord. 'i reiisforcem' : were ?» iit off with 
grea^cxpGdition, and rea<*ht Madras befo"' theFren<‘li ’.irniamenL 
arrived in the Indian seas. note, broken nge and dis»'ase* wus 
no longer the Ooote of V, .. dewash; but l.t was still a resolute 
mid skilful commander. Ihc progress of ITyui^r was arrested; 
and iu a lew months the great victoiy of Ponci Novo retrieved the 
h >noi;r fjf the Englisli arms. 

In the naantime Francis bad returned to Ktigland, and Hastinj?s 
now left perfectly imfettered* Whtier had gradutdly been 
relaxing in ius opposition, and, after the dc]>M it lire of his vrliement 
and implacable colleague, ho-<«perated heartily with the Governor- 
General, whose influence over the British in India, always great, 
by the vigour and succsess of his recent uiea.«iuros, l>een con- 
sldembly incrcasiMl. 

But; though the difficulties arismg from factions within the 
were at an end, aaolher class of difficulties had be<^)mt? 
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more pressing thap evtr. The Cnaocial 4Bmbarras:sm&nt was 
extreme. Hastings had to find the means» not enly of carrying ow 
the government of Ben;ial, but of maintoisring a most costly war 
against both Indian and Ruropean epemiai in the Carnatic, and of 
making remittances to Kogland. A^ew years before this time ho 
had obtained relief by plundfjring the Mogul and enslaring ifas 
Kohillas; nor were the resources of bis fruitful mind by aof 
means ezhattsted. 

liis first design was on Benares, a city wbioh in Nrealth, popular 
tion, dignity, and sanrtity, wiui among the forernost of Asia. It 
W AS Ci^tnn;only Lelievt d tiint half a million of Iinriian beings was 
crowded inlet that labyrintli t»f lofty alleys, rich with shrines, and 
miiiarcts, and baleoiiio^, and carved oriels, to which tite sscred apes 
filin'^ by hundreds. The fiaveUer could scarcely make his vay 
thn'iigti tin: press oi tioly nu ndteants and notlc:?s holy bulls. The 
broad and r lately flights it step» v.liicli desciuided ftwoi these 
fwnntii.ig liaunt.s t i th*: batliing-pLascs alolig the Ganges were 
worn (vei y dav !iy t!ie footsteps of an ifuminenible multitude of 
worship])* ^ riie schools and temples drew crowds* of pioua 
ilInd<MA^ t'l Oiu every pruvinoe where tlw iirahxniiiical faith was 
known, ftundrcdi) of devotees came thitlrcr cveiy nionth to die: 
for it wns Udieved that a peculiarly hn)}py fate awaited-^^ljg maO 
wiio sliDuld pasa from the sacred city into die sacred ripor.^ ■ 
was .^'n)>c!>tition the only motive which allured strangers Jo djwt 
great n:(.'tr>.'j tolls. Commerce had ns many pilgrims as reHgtod. 
All al(up.r tl r shores of the venerable stream lay great fleets of 
ve.o'ifls wtili rich lucrcliandlse. From the looms of Benares 
wctii ibrtli the most delicate silks that adorned the balls of 
8 l. flami:c>' iitd of Versailles; and in tlie basurs, the muslins 
of BcDgiii ;o d iijc sahre.s of Oude were mingled with the jewels 
of fb if’ondii Mid the shawls of Cashmcj’e. This rich capitij, and 
the snrroiirtding tract, hiul long been under the immediate rule 
of a Hindoo prinoo, who rendered homage to the Mogul em- 
perors. During the great anarchy of Indio, the lords of Benares 
became independent of tiie court of Delhi, but were cosapiBed 
to submit to thn authority of the JNabob of Oude. 0{^ressa4 b/ 
this tormidable m ighbour, tlicv invoked the protection of the 
English. T)id Englisli protection was given ; and at length the 
!Nabob Vi/.ier, by a sob'nin treaty •.ceded all his rights over l^mwes 
to the i! oiupaiiy , From that time the lh\jab was the Taasal of like 
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gMCCfeii^ «f Beiigiil* acknowMgfld ito MqprawKj, and • ^gagad 
to sebK mt taanal tribate to Fort Wlllliat. This tribute Chajtd 
Mgcing pnnce, liad paid with airiot punctuAlity. 

AIni^I the precise finture of the lt|al rehtion bctwi^fta the 
Comfietiy eed the Ri^inh of RenaroB, there Iim been inucli warm 
and acute Qeeirorer;>y« On die one it baa been maintained 
lliet Chcjrte ffing was merely a groat anhptet oft whom the saperioir 
|ki#er had a right to call tor aid in the necessities of the empire^ 
Ap^jtbe other aide, it has been contended that he was on independ- 
prince, that the only claim wbieb the Comp:iny had upon him 
was for A tixed tribiitf. and timt, while the fixed tribute waa 
regularly paid, as it assuredly was. the English bad no more right 
to exact any further contribution from him tbaii to deniand sub* 
aidics from l-lollaod or Denmark. Nothing is easier than to find 
proeedents and analogies in (avo ir of either view. 

Our own impression is that neither vit w is correct It was too 
mucii the habit of English politicians to take it for grunted that 
there was in ludia a known and definite constitution by which 
queadens of this kind were to be decided. The truth is that, 
during the interval which elapsed between the full of the house of 
Tamerlane and the estaUiabment of the British asc<^ndency, there 
was no such const itiitton. Tiic old order of things bad passed 
away; the new order of things was not yet formed. AH wua 
transition, Gonfu»ton« ohs^urlt}*. Every body kept his Iiead as he 
1}dst might, and acramblcHl for whatever he could get There 
have 1^1 similar seasons in Europe* Tbt^ time of tie dissolution 
of the Carlovingian empire is an instance. Who wouUi think ot 
bertously discuviiig the cjUf/'Niion, w'hat extent of pecuniary aid and 
of obedieium Hugh Caj«Lt had a constitutional right to demand 
from the Duke of Bri tunny or the Duke of Normandy ? The 
words ** constitutional right "had* in that state of society, no 
meaning. If Hugh Cup* t. laid bands on all the possefsiom? of the 
Duke of Kormaiidy, this might be unjust and iininonil ; but 
it would not be in the sense in which the ordinances of 

Charles the Tenth were illegal. If» on the other hand, die Duke 
of Normandy madt* war on Hugh Capet, this might be ufQUSt and 
faMooral ; but it would not be illegal, in the sense in wliich the 
W^pftdition of Princ^e Louis Bonaparte was illegal. 

I *‘»inilnr ti» this was the stftift of India sixty years ago. Of 
1k/$ luting governments not a Aa^ one could lay claim to 
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legiCtmi^i or could plead any other title duto (jccupalkiii 
There was acaroely a province in which tlie real sovereignty and 
the nominal sovereignty were not divined. TiUos saad Ibmis 
were still retained wlitcli implied that the heir of Tamertane.wni 
on absolute raler» ami that the Nabobs of the provinces were Us 
lieutenttits. In reality, he was a captive. The Nabobs were in 
some places independent princes. In edier pLqes, as in Bengal 
and the Carnatic, they tiad, like Uieir master, become mre phan- 
toms, and the Company was supreme. Among the Mahrattas, 
again, the heir of Sevajoe still ke]^ the title of liajah ; but he was 
a prisoner, and his pirime ministei^ the Peshwa, iiad heeome the 
licrodiury chief of state. The Pesbwa, in his tur% was/ast 
siuking into the aame degraded .attuasion into wineh he hi^ 
reduced the Biyah. ll waab we believe, impoasible to tied, from 
the Himalayas to Uysore, a aii||^ government wliich wea at once 
:i goveimnient cfa/oslo and agovemment dkjure, which possciaed 
the jitiysioftl meant of making itself feared by its neighbours aid 
subjects ;ind which had at the soase'^time the authority derived 
from law and long prescriptiull. « 

Hast in;* s clearly dL<»cerned, what was hidden from most of Ids 
contem|K)ruries, that such a state of things gave immense advan- 
tages to a ruler of great talents aad few scruples. In eveiy mier- 
national question that could arise, he hufl his option betwt^n the 
de J'ffcto ground and the de J^re ground ; and the probability was 
that oih* of those grounds wOuld silstain any claim that, it « 

convenient for him to malle, and enabk* Lim to rr-sist any claiol^ 
made by others. In eve^y controversy, accordingly* be resorted to 
the plea widch suited his immediate paq>o*u>« without troubling 
iiiniself in the least about conM.'ttcncj ; and trms he scarcely ever 
failed to flitf’ what, to persoub of short memories and scanty inform* 
ation, to be u juitifif'^ition for what be w'anted to do. Some* 

times the Nabob of BSngal is a shadow, sometimes a monarch. 
Sometimes the \ icier is a mere depu^, sometiuies an independent 
potentalc. If it is expedient for the Cmpany to show some l^gal 
title to the revennes of*BengaI, the grant nuder the seal of the 
Mogul is brouglit forWard as an instnuneat of the highest 
authority. When the Mogul asks for the rents which were 
reserved to him by thsi very grant/ he fs told that he Is a mefe 
j^eant, that the English power rests on a very dMeranl ftemuijli^ 
turn from a charter givett by him, tlmt he is welcome to 
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Uk«^ but thot ha most expert no tribute 
k!i*9 of India. 

It ii trM Hut it was in the power of oAerB, as wdl as of 
HatiHagi^ tw|HMcti^c iLis legtiv^isau^ but in Uie ooIlt^>rcrfliea of 
foremaie&tai eopbiti^try ia of ihtte uae imleas it K- backed bj 
power. H t>rlucip!c which Hastinga i ml of assert- 

ing in the streagest terms, and on which ho acted ^ itli undeviating 
-at^inesa It is a principle which« we must own. th^tugh it may 
be grossly abased, can hardly be disputed itMl ' present state of 
public law. It is this, that whci*o an ambi^rn ' <j[ucstion 
between two government?, there 1;% if they cnnn. t no aj'iv til 

exi^pt to force, and that the opinion of tht .^ir..;igcr inust prc'.iil. 

very question w'j..s anihi^!iou« i»; India. The Kn"li'*!i 
goveriri ni was the strongest in India. Th - coiisoquriK t s ure 
obvious. 'The English goverumeut might; do cxactiy what it 
chose. 

Ihc Eiigli'*?' ./ov*‘*niment u v cfto.se to wring n 3 (»ncy um of 
Clieyte Siu?. ^ h id formcrlv i** -n cohvcnkii* to trtni h.in ns a 
wereign it ^vas now .*eriicnfc to treat ! i i\ aS a 

Dexterity r't to that c iustinqs could cri^.jy find, in tin. 

gCD<^ral ‘-f laws and < . :ns, :irirum<'nr' I* r e ither ^I'ursc. 

Hastiiii." a so|q It wa.s kiiov o tiiat Cli**yu- Sin^' 

bad a ‘arg-. and it w tlira ho h:*d orc‘;ir.ai*»tf.d 

i. trcii,sKrc. Xor T\ai< hea fav^ , ire at T .Icutt.;. IJc had. w h»'U ih**. 
Oi vi-rnor-fiencral was in J'- i difficuhi'-a. courb^d tin- iVivour oV 
liiid Chivering. H .ngs who, Ums perhaps from evil 
p?i 4 sh,'ns than from policy, - dom left un injury unpuni io-d, was 
not Sorry that Uio fate of < j * to Sing shouhl t'iach ri*i/)*lKiuring 
prince's same le0S<M^ v « the fate of Niincomor hud already 
ioiprev'-"' *•’! the inblib’tst>o-; ,f Bengal. 

Ii\ J77S. on the hrst breaking out of 4 he war with France, 
Citoyct^ was esUed uf>oii to pay, in addition to his fixcti tri- 
butuj un r,.vtraordinar 7 contribution of nfty tliousand pounds. In 
1779. a>) <Htua] sum was exacted. In 1780, the demand was re- 
newed. Cheyte Sing, in the hope ofobtairung some indalgcnce, 
secretly offered ih*^ Governor-iTimeral a bribe of twenty thoui^and 
pounds, lla.'^tings Xock tlic money, and hU cn«*miei« have main- 
tained that ht* took it intending to keep it. fic certainly conceaiefl 
^ trttnsac!>oL, fer a time, Wth from the Council in Bengal and 
men the i >i/i:ctors at lioiiie ; nor did be ever give any satisi'uctory 
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yeasott for tb« c< noeiloseut Public or the f 'w rf *4 i) b t cfrk iil » i 
at last deteminr^ him to withatand tbia tentp^ii iun. Ho paaA 
over the bribe tc* the Compaaj'i treauuix, bc'l iMslsted tlimt liie 
Rigah should instani \j comply wXdi the demanilH of the Knglish 
gorerniMDt The RiO^^i fiMfcion of ids countryttieii, 

aiiufiled, solicited, and pleaded poverty. Tlie gra»p of Hastiiiga 
wus not to be so duded. He added to tbo requisition another tm 
tiibusand pounds as a fine for deinj, and aebt troops to tasnei the 
money* 

The money was paid. But this frai not enough* The late 
events in the south of India had increased thefinaiudd embarrass- 
irieiith of the Company. Hastings was deterunned to plunder 
C'hcvte Sirtg, and, for that end, to teten a quarrel on him. Aq- 
eordingly, the Bajah was required to keep a body of cavalry 
lor the fWTvIce of the British government. He objected and 
eviided. 'i'liis was t'xaf'My what the Governor-General wnnid. 
ii»' had now a profcxt ft> ■ Treating the wetdthiest of his vassals os 
a (M'iniinrd. f nwolvf* l.’—thcjie are tht words of Hastings him- 
self, — ‘Mo draw from Jiw guIH the means ttf relief of the Con* 
paiiy’s d;stre:ibos, t i naicc him pay larjrt ly for h is pardon, or to 
exact a ««i\ern \oii'.ei;nro for pa£^ ihdiaquency.** The plan was 
siniply till «», to domuii'l larger and larger contributions till the Rq)ah 
slioMld hi' driven to r»:iih>iistruic, then t4> call his r^ ooonstranoe a 
r.riiiw, ui\d lo puni.di !um by i onfiscaiiiig all bis pcts^cssions* 

f’I'*y!e Sing wu^ in the dumny. Tic oftVred lu'o hnn- 

dn-d ♦li'ins?nd pounds to propitiate the Bril’sh government. But 
li.utif j' rt.plied that nothing less than lull a million would be 
acfopii i. Nay, ho b**gan to think of selling Iknures to Oude, as 
i.o hiul i, :^'icr]y sold Allrihnlmd and RobUcuud. The in;itter wat< 
Olio whit ii .‘ould not b*^. wvil mnuaged at a dietaiiee; and Hastings 
to visit Benunv. 

Clu'Vtu Sing received his liege loM with every mark of rever- 
ence, oumc :K*nr sixty iuil*-s, a itii his guards, to meet and eaeori 
itie illustrious visiter, and expressed his deep concern at tiie dis- 
pleaimre of the Hngliih. Ho even took off his turban, and laid it in 
tJic Inn of Hastings, a gesture which in Jndia marks the muet pro- 
t'ound fubniission and devotion. Hastings behaved with cold and 
rf‘pulsi \,5 severity. Jlniing arrived at. Benares^ he aeiit to th». 
Kajah a paper coiitAiiiiiig rue demands of the government of Bea* 
gal The Bajah, iu rqdy, attempted to clear himself from the ec 
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tmt^ neninAt 1|im. nioii«7' vai 

not eseoses wag not to be pot off by witlCn j 'i of East- 

ern nggotiatioiL Ho instantly nTiiiTO^j|h|^i|ji^ to be arrested 
and pla^ under tbe custody it sepoys. 

In taking these strong measai^ : JdMPi|p acKitxdy showed bis 
usual judgment. It is possible that; liari% '|uui little opportunity 
of personally observing any part of the populiati<Hi of Jndia^ except 
tile Benguleesi he was not fiilly aware of the diffsrencc between 
th^ir character and that of the tribes which inhabit the upper pro- 
vinces. lit' was now in a land far more favourable to the vigour of 
the human frame than the Ddta of the Ganges ; in a land fniiUul of 
soUiers. who have been found worthy to ibllow English battalions 
to the charge and into the br<%«‘h. The Knjali wbs popultir among 
his sul'jcots. His administration had been mild ; and the prosperity 
ef xlw district which he governoil presented a striking contrast to 
tlir d 'pressed stnte of Bahar unui r our mlci and a still more strik- 
ing contrast to th<' misery of th*' : rovinees which were cursed bjr. 
the tjnuiny of the Nabob Yizic*. The national and reltgiouMjle-r 
judiees with which the Engli^i: were regarded throughout ifaib 
were peculiarly intense in the iRi''*'opoli9 of the Brahminical super- 
stition. It can therefore scar^v iy be doubted that the Governor- 
tSencral, before he outraged tht‘ ^i;gnity of Cheyte Sing by an ar- 
resu ought to have asaettbled a foi'ce capable of bearing down all 
oppcfeiiion. This hod been done. The hamlful of sepoys who 
attended Hastings woriiliiobably have been sufUcient to overawe 
Mourphedabad, or the Black Town of ('alcutta. But they were 
unequal to a conflict with the hardy rabble of Benares. The streets 
surrounding the palace were filled by an immense muliitudet of 


whom a large proportion, a- is usual in Upper India, wore anns. 
The tumuli beeanie a fight, imd the fight a nwsaacre. llic Kuglish 
officers de fended themselves with desperate courage against over- 
whelming nnifibera, and fell, tis became tbe4D, sword in baniL The 
aepoys were butdiered. llie gates were forceiL captive 
prince, neglected by liis gaolers during. the eunfasloii, discoveesd. 
an outlet which opened on the preetpitoas hank of tlie Ganges^ 


Umpelf down to the water by a string made^of the turbans of Ifi 
Ij lgllk Wiy found a baat» and escaped to the oppotile shore. 

had, by indiscreet violence, bnm^t himself into a 
JHjm and peiikus sitnation, it is only just to acknowledge that 
Wirffctricated himself with even more than his usual ability end 
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prf?senc<' of inltiil. He bad only fifty men wilh him. The IraiUui^ 
ill which he had tnken Mp hi« r^deoce ereeon eterv side UoekeAed 
by the insurgents. But his fortitnde xemifiiied unshaken* 

Rajah from the othf^r side of thd*'river aent apologies and Kbetel 
offerh. They were not even answered. Sonu subtle and eiitarw 
prising men vcw found who undertook to pw thr.iogh the throng 
of enernifjS, and to con>ey the Intelligeaoe ot the hte events to the 
Knglish eantonmcuts. It is tho fhiMon of the ustives of India to 
wear largi^ eurrhigs of gold. When they travel, the rings are laid 
aside, ^ the pre(*ious motnl sliould tempt some gang of robbers ; 
and, in place of the ringy a quill or a roil of paper is inserted in 
tlte orilirj tn prevent it from closing. Hastings placed In the ears 
ot his tjgei*s letters rolled up iji the smallest compass. Some 
of \hvMi lctt» rs wi 1 ‘ addres<«(Hl to the commanders of English trooffeb 
One a 04 writti n to assure his wife of his safety. One was to the 
en\ov \>lioni he had st'nt to n^tiate with the Malirattas. 

^tl urtion i i ir the negotiation were needetl ; and the i > o >*mor« 
(KMierui f nincd them in that situation of extreme danger» with as 
much cum jiosure ua if had baeu writing in his palaee at talc itta. 

Things, howeri ^ ''\ero not yet at the worst. An KnglibL officer 
of more hpirit ilun judginent, eager to distinguish himself, nuidc a 
premature attack on tl.i insurgents beyond the river. His troops 
were entarided in i u-row streets, and assailed by a ftirioub popu- 
lation. lie fell, wiiu xiiany of his man; and the sun-ivors were 
forr*cd to retire. 

This event produced the eftbet whkii has never lailed to fullom' 
every check, ]iowe%cr slight, sustained in Indip by the Eiighsh 
arms. For hundreds of miles round, lha whede oouotry was in 
ooniinotion. The entile population of riie district of Benaree teak 
arms. The fields were aliaudunad by the huphandiuen, who 
thronged to did'end tlieir priiic**. The infection spread to Oinio. 
'fhe oppressed ;»eopIe of that province rose op against the Nabob 
V isier. refused to pay their ii'iposts, and put the n v • nm* officers 
to fliglit. Even Bghar was rifMi for revolt. The hop^s of (*heyt« 
Hing began to rise. Instead of imploring mercy in the huiubla 
style of a lassal, he licgao to talk tho language of aeompierox, and 
threatom'id, it wan said, to the white usurpturs out of 0 ^* 

land. But the bIi.gliAli troops 1161*0 now asaembhng laAt. lh«^ 
officios, and even the pm *10 men, r»*garded tlie Gkiveni<»r-tTcn**uiI 
with »*nihediuttio attadniKnt, and fitw to Ids aid with on alacrity 
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MMw tt Iw Itoted, had v /er iMNn ahown on nijr other (xmiim. 
Miljor Pb iiI w iii, A bonive noklior^ wlio liad dlt« 

tingniahad Umaielf in tlie WQr« and in wbom the GoYer- 

]ior-6«aersl the grvAe^t eonfidenee^ took the commaiid* 

The toaMiltojtfj army Rajali waa pit to rout His faatneeaea 
wm fltomedL In a few hoani abore thirty danuand men left Ids 
staudani, and lOMnad to tlieir ordinary avocatiorib. The unhappy 
pf ia ee Aed freoi Ids eutwtrv for ever* His fair rf omain was ad<M 
to the British daasintons. One of bis Tchitt(mh> indeed was ap- 
pointed nyfh ; b«t the Bigali of Benares wa£> Lt^iiCeforth to be^ like 
tiseJf abob of Bengal, a mere pensioner. 

By this revolmioii, an additloa oT two hirndml thousand pounds 
a year was made to the revenues of the Company* But the im- 
inPfViHte relief was not as great as had been exiaicttd. The trea- 
:ir> iuid up by Cheyle Sing Imd been popularly estimHwd at a 
:nr.UoR sterling. It tnnieil out to be about a fourth part of that 
Mini i and, such fiS it wa% it was seized by the aimy, and divided 

prize-money. 

Disappoint* d in his expectations from Benares Ihistings was 
more Tiol^MC lie would «>th*Twise have been, in his dealings 
with Ond^ Sjjah Dowlah had long been dead. His son and 
6ucce5.4or, A.^ph«ul Dowlah, was one of the weakest axul most 
ridou> sji Kik’leni princes, llis life was divided between 
torpid reiKife and the most odious form.« of sensuality. In hi> 
v\>tirx there was boundless wa.<t«, throngbont his dominions WTelch- 
edness and disorddr. He had be^, under the skilful maiiagemeut 
of ihe Eiviriidh gowsriiauaitt, gt^^dusdly sinking fz^jm the rank of on 
iudcp«'.''tdeTit prinee to that of a Tossal of the Ck^mpany. It was 
only by the lielp of a British brigade that he could be secure from 
tlie aggre'&ions of neighbours wdio desjwed Iiits we;sknrss, and from 
tlir vencTcauco of subjects wh<. detestA hib tyraDiiv. A brigade 
wah iurnihbed^ and hr rjigaged to defray the ctiar^c of i^ayiag 
and maintaining it. Irorntbat dme his iD'h^rMunieii'ie was ntan 
end. Hastings wob not a man to lose tbe advaiur.gc which he had 
thus gained. The Nabob soon began to comphiiu uf the burden 
which he had undertaken to bear. His revenues he said, were 
fsBiag off*, bi.3 .servants were unpaid t ha could no longer supiiort 
the expense of the airangemeiit wUeh he had sauetjoned. lisar- 
^gs would not listen to these repraienteiions. The Vizier, he 
said, had invited the government of Bengal to send hun troops 
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uaA tad promised to pay for Hham* Tta tn w pi tad beeft tent. 
How long the troops were to remaisMs Oedo was a msttar 
settled by the treaty. It remidiied* to be settled Ihm 

tween the contracting parties. But IHie eoatsactbg parties 
fered. Who then must decide? The itroager* 

Uastihgs also argued that, if the English tace was withdiwm* 
Oudc would certainly become a prey to anaiehy, and would pro- 
bably be overrun by a Mahratta aray. That the hwaneei of 
Oude were embarrassed he admitted* But he comandedi not 
without reason, that the emlmrrasameiit waa lo be attfUnited to 
the incat»acity and vices of Asaph-ul-Dowlah htasel^ and that, if 
le^s spent on the troops, the only eftet would ta that more 
would be squandered on wortliless favouritea. 

Hoistings iiad intended, alter settling fine alBdrs of Benares, to 
visit Lucknow, and there tj confer with Asaph-u)«Dowlah. But 
the ob^ccpiious courtesy of ibe Nabob Yiaier prevented Diis vkik 
With a Mr all train he hui'tencd to meet the Govemor-t^enerit. 
An inters iew look place in the fortress which, from tltu crest of '< 
thu precipitous rock of (Jhuiw, looks down ou the water'^ of the^i 
Gange>. 

At first night it might appear impossible that the negotiation 
should cdriio to an amicable close. Hastings wanted an extra- 
ordinary supply of money. Asaph-ul-Dowlah wanted to obiafn a 
2'cniission of what he filready owed. Such a diffimioe seemed to 
oilniit of no oomprooiise. There wai^ however, one course satis- 
factory to both sides, one oonrse by which it wm possible tp re- 
lieve the finances tath of Oude and of Bengal ; and that eouiee 
was adopted. It was simply this, that the Governor-General and 
the Nabob Vizier should join to rob u third party; and the third 
party whorii iLcy determined Ut rob was the parent of one of the 
robbers. 

Tlic moiher of the late ^N 'dioU, and his wife, v ho was the 
iiioihcr of the present Nabt* , were known as the Begums or 
Princesses of Ciudc. They :»ad possessed great intui'^nce over 
Sujah Dowlah, aud had, at : s death, been left in po^* >sion of a 
splendid dotation- The dor ■ ms of which they reoeiveii the rants 
and administered the govet! aent were of w'kle extent. '1 he trea- 
sure hourdctJ by the late > »K>h, a irt^osuix; which waa |x»pularly 
ratixinU^jd at near thir e niil: tis sterling, w’us in their bauds, ’.rhey 
continued to veeupy t’.i> uritc palace at Fyzabad, the Beautiful 
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BwMhtrMi AsaphHil-Dowlfth hA Ui mo itatelj 

Ltietamirt ^iriMkh If .M U4vMf ^ 

Goooitit ttid htA WiiMrt with noble 

AMiph*iil-0#lHtii luid ftlreo^j ext(i|M watm from 

hb mother. 6he bed el length appei|M I9 ind the 

EngHeh ihid interfered. A bulema mbpeol ned^ by 

which fho eooeehted to j;ive lier noE eome fMirfhiy mutatenoet 
end he in«hii turn frombod neeer te^commil hkf further ItTetion 
of hu liglits. T& comiNiet wne fcnnelly gEerenteed bj the 
gorr'-nmAit 01 Smigel. But times Imd chnngod; money was 
WAiitni ; and the potrer in hirb had gircil the gunrnnfee wes not 
adiuniol tu instigate the spoikr to exemscs such that even he 
shraiik from them. 

It was nceeamry to find *«ome pretext f>>r e confisentjon incoii- 
bhnent, not merely with plijlited faith, luit merely wirli the or« 
dniary rules of humenily and justice^ but 4'>o w*ith that L'rcet law 
of tilial piety whkhi eren in the wildcat triUes of savagt ^ e^en in 
those more J< ifitided cotunuinitks wliii nithcr under the in* 
fluenoe of a corrupt half-cini sation, mtiin> a certr.in aiuhority 
o\erthp humua mind. A text was t! *• hist thing that llas- 
was liUlyto want, lit iusurrectiou at Benaits had pro- 
duced diitorbances in Oude. 1 J.i se disturhani ts it a iu» cum i ruent 
to laipure to the Prinoesses. Kfidenee for the ii»iputulic»ii then* 
was *K*arceiy any; unions reporig wanduriug from vw mouth to 
nnother, and gaining somethii^ by every tmn.siDi&sioii, may \k 
railed evidenee. The acc*used libre fiirriisbed with im charge; 
they were pemtltted to make no defence ; for the CiovernoroGeiieral 
wiaul} considered that if lu* tried thaiu, he ndght rut lie abi«‘ tu 
find a grouud Ibr plondcnnir them- It was agncsed between him 
and the Nabob Tiaier that the noble ladies should, by a .^ueepidg 
art of roafiseatum, be stripped of their doitam^ und tr«iasute^ 
for the LengSt of the Company, and that the 8u*ii thuH obtained 
eh'iuld be accepVa by the guvernmtiit of ikugal m aat^fuction of 
ib cUiims on the* .'ovenunent of C^uftkb 

IViiile Asaph ul-Dowlak w^ at Auiiar, W Mas curapletcly 
eubjugaled by . m clear and iptoUect «*f the J&iglihli 

auaeamiiD. Ihir, when tliey bad 99 |^Um 1 , the \ • dcr byan v* 
rcfleOt with **LcasiDc*si on the cnjpgipmeiits into nhiclk Se had 
.entered, iji^ nmthf^r aiicl graiidiuotlior pjcoic&tid uid imjplorud. 
Uis hcait, deeply corii^tid by absolute pouwr und LccLitiou* 
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plcnBuref, yet not natuMly noS»elins» fuilod him in tlai 
Even tlie Kngliali resMent ttt Lucknow, ilioagh hitherto deraedt 
to Hastings, shrank from extreme measures. But the Govecnoi!^ 
General was inexorable. He wrote to the resident in terms eC 
the gre^atest severity, and declared iiiitv if tlu.* spoliation wliieh 
liad hts^ agreed U|)on wens nut initaiitlly crirried into effiaCt^ ha 
would hinw^ go to Lucknow, and do tbot from which feebkr 
minds recoil 'witli dismay. The resident^ thus memeedf woitdd 
on his Highness, end insisted that the treaty of Chnnar aMnU he 
carried into full and iutsMinte ctTect. Asaph*iil*Ihfirlah^ yiddod^ 
making at the satne timie a solemn protestation that Imytddedte 
compulsion. The lands were n^sumed; but the treoanfivos not . 
so easily obtained. It was necessary to use violenee. XtaJyff 
the Company's trtiops marched to Fyzabad, and fiiteed the gotee 
of tilt* palace. The Princesses wc^ eonftiied to their ow'u api^ 
Tiicuts. But still they refused to submit. Some more stringent 
]no<lc of coercion wus to be fuuitd. A mode was found cif whlelt, 
even Rt this distance of time, we emmbt speak without t^hame and 
sorrow'. • 

There w*ere at Fyzabad two ancient men. belonging to that 
unhappy class which ii pracUce, of immemonal antiquity in the 
Last, has i^xcluded from the pleasures of love and from the itope 
of posterity. It has always beee hdd in Asiatic courts fhattieuigs 
thus estranged from sympathy wUhJ^BHr kind ore those wham 
princes nun' most safely trust. Si|||||n Howlah had been of tliis 
opinion, lie hud given his entire c^|pdtm:e to tho two euimches 
and after h:s death the}' remained at the head of the household of 
his widow. 

Tliese men were, by the orih^rs of the British govemmrnt, 
seized, inipr'^ticd, ironed, starved almost to (.i.ith, in order to 
extort money fnim ihc l*rincess<*s. After they had be**n two 
months in confinement, their h<‘nlth gave way. They imploi^ed 
permission to take a little exercise in the garden of their prison. 
The ofRcer who was in charge of them stated that, if they were 
allowed tills indulgence, there was not the smallest chance of their 
escaping, snd iliar their irons really added nothing to the seenriljr 
of the custody in which they were kept. He did not undersImMi 
the plan of his j;u(ierioi>. Their object in these Iniictkms was 
not security but torture ; Riui all mitigation was lefimod. Tetihia 
was not the wore;. It resolved by on English goreraoMli 
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thftt these two 111 firm old men shoiilil be ihdivorotl lotho toniientors. 
For that purj>osc tlxw were romovcJ to Luokrow. It’ hut horrors 
their dun.i'eon thero witnes^t d onn odly l>e p'luiesed. liut there 
remaind on tlie records ol* rnrhamoiit, this letter, written by » 
British resident to a liriti.di soldier. 

Sir, the Nabob having determined to inflict c<»rpornl pnnisli- 
’men! upon tho prist »ncrs nnder your jrmird, thi.« is to desire that 
his oiii<*en<t, whrtl they shall eonic, may hafe free access to tho 
prisiiiiL^rs, and be perndtUMl io do with them as they shall see 
proper,** 

While these barbarities wore perpetrated nt Lucknow, the 
I Pnrees^^es were still under diirf*MS at Fyzabnd. F^mmI aiiowed 
to enter their npartroent.s only in such scanty *|iinntitic.s tiiat tin ir 
feinah* attendants were in cl inker of m^nshin" \.'ith hunL’" r. Mouth 
after month this cruelty continu«^d, till at h'np:th, iits'T iwidvi* 
hundred thouKind pounds : r.d been wnin^ out of th»* IVinccssc-', 
Hastings h- c.-ui to think lie had really po: to the bottom of 
their and that rifi r!;rour cjuid extort more. Thou at 

iFnjth tile v ]< nhoii iiu^n wh • were detained ;ii Lucknov.* retrained 
tii».ir liberr\. When their irons w<‘i*e knockvil ofr', and the doors 
of their pjX'Ti »)pcm rl, tlc ^- quiverin*? bps, tlie tears which ran 
down their -hceks, and lh<- tiiajik^girinjrs which they poured forth 
to the common Fjitiicr of Musfulmans and Christians melted even 
the stout hearts of the Eng1i:^h warriors who stood by. 

But we must not i- ’ iret to do jneiiec to Sir Klijiiii Impey's coi> 
duct on this occasieri. It wjs not judfcd easy tnr luni to intrude, 
himself into a busim so entirely ;iiieri from ad Ins otlicuil duties. 
But there was someth. ujr inex press: hiy allurii.ir, we must su]>pus«.-. 
in the pt*'‘i:liar rankuf' 2 <s of the infuny whit u was then to be got 
Jit Lucknow, He hurried thither as fast as rt !ay.s of palanquin- 
bearers could carry hi;u, A crowd of people c:ime before him with 
aBtelto against the ih*guins, ready drawn in their hands, 'i'hosi^ 
.affidarita he did not read. Stime of them, waioe 1. he could noi 
read; for they wiue in the dtaiects Qf Nor;!;^rn Indio,* and no 
interpreter was employed. lie adniini.^t* ivd the oath to ihu 
deponents with nil possible exf»editicin, and a^ki I a single 
•questiont not even whether they had pcri.v-Mi tl.- sutemeotH to 
which they swore. This work |w«rforined, u** ir-.i again into his 
qaihuiquin, and posted hack to Cnlcuttn, i<' he :fi time for the 
^opening of tsm. The eaiise wa.*' one which, ly hi^ own cunfession, 
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l»y altoj^ther out of his jnrisilielion. Unier tlie c;horter of 
tice. hf! had no more Tiji^lit to it^uire into crimes committed hj 
Asiatics in Onde than tlie Lord jhresident of the Court of •Session 
of Scotland to hold im assise 4i Exeter. He had no right to tiy^ 
the Begums, nor did he pretend to tr 7 them* With what olgeef, 
then, did he undertake so loi^ a joumej? Evidently in order 
that he lui^ht give» in an irregular manner^ tliat sancdoit i^ieh 
in a regular manner he could not give, to the crimes oi' those who 
liRil m'cntly hire<l him { and in order tliat a confused mass of testi- 
I'iiony ^vhich he did not sift, which lie did not even read, might 
areptire iin authority not properly belonging to it, from the signa- 
tui c id' the iiighest judicial functionary in India. 

'Ht** rime wan approaching, liowever, whcn^'hc was to be strteei 
of that rube uhich has never, since the Revolution, been disgn s e ed 
s(i foully os by him. The state of India had for some tImeodBn 
pied much of tlie attcntioii the British Parliament. Towards 
the clo^'^ of the Americnii war, two committees of the Commons 
eat ou fil.istern ntlairs. In one £dfniind Biirk<^ took the lead. The . 
othcM* under the presidency of the able and versatile Henry 
Dundas, then f^ord A<lvocatu of Scotland. Great as are tin* 
chang' S whicli, during tlie sixty ye*urs. have token place in 
our A.-^iatic dominions, tiio imports which committeo^ laid 

on t]i«‘ tnlde of the Iloiisi will ^t^l Iv found niust interesting and 
inatri'.ciive. ^ 

Thm e v os ns y t no coutiexlon between the Company and either 
€»f tlwj gnat |«ni*fi.:s in th<* state, llio minister; had no ino^^ve lo^ 
defend Indian abiistv. On the contrary, it was for their interest 
to show, it* possible, that the governmeat and patronage (»f our 
()ri»*ntal viupire might, with advantage, Ik 5 trausferred to tbeiu- 
selvca. The votes therefore, which, 1u cousequeucc of ih*- reports 
made l;y the two committees, 'were passed by the Commons^ 
hr»*iithed the spirit of stern and indignant justice. The severest 
epithets wore applied to seternl of the measures of Hastings, espe- 
cially to the Bohilln war; and it was resolved, on the motion c£ 
Mr. Dundas, tli.it the Company ought to recall a Governor- 
(ienc'nil who had brought ^uch calamities on the Indian people, 
and such dishonour on tlio British nunic. An act was pamd 
for limiting the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, The baigiin 
wbioli Hastings had made with tiie Chief Justice was eondeniBaA 
in the strongest terms ; and an address was presented to Aa 
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ki^, prayliig tint Impej might bo gummonod home to answer for 
his misdeeds. 

Impej wes reesHed by a letter from the Secietary of State. Bnt 
the proprietors of India Stock resolutely refused to dismiss Bas- 
tings from thdlr service, and passed a resolution affirming, what 
was iimleniably true, that they wei*e intrusted by law with the 
right nf naming and rotnoving their Governor- General, and that 
they were not bound tO'obey the directions of a single branch of 
the legislature with respect to such nomination removal* 

Tlius 8upport(^ by his employers, Hastings remained at the 
head of the government of Bengal till the spring of 1785. His 
administration, so eventful and stormy, closed in almost perfect 
qhiet. In the Council there was no regular opposition to his 
metisures. Peace was restored to India. The Mahrntta war 
J*a<l cejised. Hyder was no more. A treaty had been concluded 
with his son, Tippoo; and the Carnatic hod l>eea evaciiateU 
by the armies of Mysore. Since the termination of tho 
Anirrican war, England had no European enemy or rival in the 
Easiern seas. 

Oil a general review of the long administration of Hastings, it 
7 '.impossible tw deny that, against the great crimes by which it is 
blciiiii^'jcd, we have to set-o ff great public services. England had 
passi'd tlirough a perilous crisis. She still, indeed, maintained 
her place in the ibremost rank of European powers ; and the 
maiuicr in which the had defended herself against fearfu l 
had iiispired surrounding nations with a high opinion both of her 
spirit and of her strength. Nevertheless, in eveiy part of tlic 
world, except one, she liad been a loser* Not only had slic been 
compelled to acknowledge the independence of tliirteen colonies 
peopled by her children, and to conciliate the Irish by giving up 
the right of legislating for them; but, in the Mediterranean, in 
the Gulf of Mexico, on the coast of Africa, on the continent of 


Am<;rica, she had been compelled to cede the fruits of her vic- 
tories in former wars* Spain regained .Minorca and Florida; 
France ri^ained Simegal, (%ree, and several West Indian Islands. 
The only quarter of the world in which Britain had lost nothing 
was the quarter in which her interests had been committed to the 


uM of Hastings. In spite of the utmost exertions both of Euro- 
.\siatic enemies, the power of our country in the East 
imi %eSn gr :atly augmented* Benares Me subjected; the Nabob 
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VisScr reduced to vassnlag:^. That our influence had been tliua 
extended, naj, thrit Fort Wiiliam and Fort St. Gooige had not 
been occupied by hostile armies* was owing* if we imiy trust tiie 
general voice of the English in India, to the skill and resolution 
of Hastings. 

His internal administration, with all its blemishes^ a 

title to be considered as one of the most remarkable men in ear 
history. He dissolved the double government He tninsferlied 
the direction of oflaim to English hands.' Out of a frightful 
anarchy* he educed at least a rude and imperfect order. The 
tx’hole organization by which justice was dispensed, revenue col- 
li^ctcd, peace maintained throughont a territory not inferibr in 
population to the dominions of Lewis the Sixteenth or of 
Emperor .Toseph« was formed and saperinteiul*'*! by hrnk He 
boasted that every public otiice* without exceptmn* which exialed 
when he left Bengal* was his creation. It is fjuite true that this 
system* nuer all the improvcinehts suggested by the expciience of 
sixty yeiirs, still needs improvement, and that it was at iirst far 
more defective than it now is. But whoever seriously c\>n8iders 
whnt it is t f construct from the beginning the whole of a machinn 
Ko vast and complex as a government* will allow that what 
I fastings clfected deserves high admiration. To compare the 
most cclehriited Kuro|)€au ministers to him seems to us as^unjust 
AS it would be to compare the best Laker in Xa>ik1oii with Bobinson 
Cru.^oe, who. before he could bake a single loaf, hiul to make his 
plough anti liis harrow, his fences audhisbcarecrows* liis siclj^le and 
his flail* his mill and his oven. 

The just fame of Hastings rises still higher* when wc reflect 
that he was n >1 bred a statesman ; that he was sent from school to a 
counting-house ; and that he was employed during the prime of his 
manhood as a commercial agent, far from all intellectual society. 

Nor must we forget that all, or almost all, to whom* when 
placed At the head of afliiirs* he ooiild apply for aeaistance* were 
persons who oijfed es little as himself, oiajjps than himself* to 
education. A liS^ter in Europe f ii^ hilDseir, on tte first day 
on which he commences his functions* surrounded by experienced 
public servants, the deposiuiries of oflicial traditiona^,^^ 
had no such help. Tiis own reflection, his own 
sui>ply the fdaoe of all Downing Street and SomeasA 
Having had no facilities for learning* he was fonsed to teafiA^ 
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had Hi-st to. form himself) and then to form his inatrumeats; and 
this not in 0;8iiigle depiirtmeiity but in all the departments of the 
Tidikiinistrathlli* 

It must be added that, while engaged in this most arduous task^ 
he was constantly tramrnelltiil bv orders from home, and frequent^ 
'lorne down bjr a maiority in counoiL The preservation of an 
Empire from a formidable combination of foreign enemies, the 
of a government in all its partts were accomplished 
by him, while every ship brought out bales of censure from' his 
employers and while the records o{ every oonaulrntion were filled 
with Rcriinoniotts minutes by his colleagues. We bdieve that 
there never was a public man whose temper was ao severely tried ; 
rot Marlborough) when thwtrted by tlio Dutch Deputies; not 
'IV’eiHngton, when he had i«» di^al at once with tlie Portuguese 
Eege ney^ the Spanish Jiuiltts. and Mr. Percival. But the temper 
of Hastings was equal to aliuo&>t any trial, it was not sa'eot ; but 
it was oalm. Quick and vigorous as his intellect was, the patieii«;e 
with which he endnreil tlie most cruel vexationfl^ till a remedy 
could he found, resembled patience of stupidity. He seems to 
havi‘ been capable of resenttuent, bitter and long-enduring; yet 
his re^ntment so seldom Inirried him into any blunder, that it 
may be doubted whether w hut appeared to be revenge was any 
thing but policy. 

The effect of this singular equanimity was that lie always had 
the full command of all the i fv ^urces of one of the most fertile 
minds th t ever existed. Accordingly no complication of perils 
and embarrassments could perplex him. For every diiheulty he 
jiad a contiivance ready; and, whatever may be thought of the 
justice sud liuinaniiy of some of his contrivances) it ;» oertaiu that 
ibtty seldom failed to serve the purpose for which they werti 
designed. 

Together with this extraordinaiy talent %r devising expedients, 
lla.<!tings possessed, in a very high degree, another talent scarcely 
less necessary to a man in his situation ; wo mean the talent for 
conducting political controversy. It is as necessary to an P2uglish. 
statesman in the East tliafc he should be able to write, us it is to a 
minister in this country that he should be aUc to speuk. It is 
ehigBy by the oratory of a public man here that the nation judges 
o& Us' powers. It is from the letters and reports of a public man 
in India that the dUpensem of patronage form their estimate of 
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him. In eiach case, the talent which receivoi peculiar cnconraj^ 
iiumt is develo]>e(h perhaps nt the cxpeiiee of the other powers. 
In this country, wo sometinies Jjear men speak above their aUlttiss. 
It id not very unusual to find frentlimien in the Indian service who 
wriie above their abilities. The English politician isalitlibtoo 
inucU of a debater ; tiie Indian politician a little too macb of an 
eaSuyisL 

Of the niimerfHis servants of the Company who have disUiK 
guislied theinselTes as framers of minutes and despatches, Hastifiga 
stand:^ nt tho head. , He was indeed the person who gave to tlie 
official writing of the Indinn governments the chatwel^ which it 
.<till reiainSi li«* was matched against no vominon antagOoist. 
i'ut even Francis was forced to ucknou led£<i;, with nuilefi apd 
resentful candour that there \\as no contending tigainst the pen of 
1 1 istings. iV.nd, iu truth, tiie Covemor-tieneiiii';^ power of luakfng 
out n case, of pcr]dexliig wlsnt it W'as iuconvenieiit that peoplo 
siutuid inderstainl. and of setJing in the chwest point of view 
wliuteve: ^\oald beir the light, wms mc<unparuhle. His htyle must 
he praise i with sonn. i eservut jon. It was in '.!:eueral forcible, 
]»iire, and Tiolidlied ; but it was sonietinitfs, though not of^en, turgid, 
and, on c»ne or two occasions, even bombastic. Perhaps the fontK 
nes.s c>r ll.'fstiogs for Persiuii literature may have tended to corrupt 
his taste. 

Ainl, since wc have rehtrred to his literary tastes, it would be 
most unjnsL not to praise the jutlicious encout'agoment which, as a 
ruler, he gave lo liberal studies and cu noii s rest'avches. His pa- 
irojiagc was extended, with prudent generosity, to voyages, travels, 
'.experiments, pnbiicatious. Mo did little, it is irue, towards intro- 
ducing into India the learning of tiie West, 'i’o make the young 
natives oi !beiigul familiar with Milton and Adam Smith, to sub- 
stitute tue geography, astronomy, and surireiy of Europe for the 
dotages of the lirahminical superstition, or for the imperfect sciencMi 
of ancient Greece transfused through Arabian expositions, this 
wns a scheme reserved to crown the beucilcent administration of a 
Jar more virtuous ruler. Still it is imi>ussible to refuse high com* 
mendation to a man who, taken from a ledger .tQi.govem an empire^ 
o\ erwiLeImed'by public business, surrounded i^^^pecfplc as btu^ as 
hirnseU^ and separated by thousands of leagues fnMU-^edMsI iA 
litei’iiry society, gave, botli by his example and by lua mui^^enc% 
a great impul^ to learaing. In Periiaii and Anibic literature 
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im deeply ikflM. IVidi the Stneerit lie. wis not himself iic- 
quidntedi IM^thoso who first brought thal kugnege to tlie know- 
le4ge of EuidjMB students owed much to his enooumgement It 
was under idi. .j^rotection tliat the Asietio Sooie^ commenced its 
honourable CMieer. That distinguished body selected him to be 
its first president $ but, with excellent taste and feeling* he de- 
clined the honour in favour of Sir William Jones. But the chief 
advantage t'hich the students of Oriental letters derived from his 
patronage remains te he mentioned. The Pundits of Bengal had 
always looked with great Jealousy on the attempts of foreigners to 
piy into those mysteries which were locked up in the sacred dia- 
ls^ The Brahminical ndigion had been persecuted by the M ahom- 
I uifKians. What the Hindoos knew of the spirit of the Portuguese 
government might warrant tliem in apprehending persecution from 
Christians. That apprehension, the wisdom and moderation of 
Hastings removed. He was tiie drst foreign ruler who suecH'ded 
in gaining the confidence of the hereditary priests of India, and 
who induced them to lay open to English scholars the secrets of 
the old Brahminical theology jurisprudence. 

It is indeed impossible to deny that, in tlie great art of in?;piring 
large masses of human beings with confidence and attaciHiient, no 
' ruler ever surpassed Hastings. If he had made himself popular 
. wilh the English by giving up the Bengalees t(» extortion and op- 
pression, ov if, on the other hand, he hod conciliated the Bengalees 
' itnd idlenated the English, there A'Oiild linve been no cause for 
wonder. Wiiat is peculiar to liir.i i'r that, being the chief of a small 
band of straiigcrs who exercised boundless power over a great in- 
digenous pr>pu]ation, he made himself 4>eloved botii by the siibjt'ct 
many and by the dominant few. The affection felt for him hy the 
civil service was singularly ardent and constant. Through all his 
disasters and perils, his brethren stood by him with stedfast loy- 
alty. The army, at the same time, loved him os armies have 
scldora loved any but the greatest chiefs who have led them to 
victory. Even in his disputes with distinguished military men, he 
could always count on the ^support of the military profession. 
While such was his empire over the hearts of his countrymen, he 
enjoyed among the natives a popularity, such as other govemora 
i Itaire perhaps better laerltedl,^ but such as no other governor 1ms 
; able attain. Re fpii^ their venmular dialects with fa- 
I fUSltj sn# precisimh fie wts intimately acquainted with their 
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feelings and usagea. On one oi* tvro oeeesione, for great ends, lie 
deliberately acted in deftance of their opinion ; but on such oc- 
casions he gainetl more in their respect than he lost theto love. 
In general, ho caret ally avoided all that could shock ^Uir nadonal 
or religious prejudices. His administration wub indeed in many 
respc'Cia faulty; but the Bengalee standard of good ghvmiinent 
was not liigh. Under the Nabobs, the hurricane of Mdiratta 
cavalry had passed annually over the rich alluvial plaiii. But even 
tiie Mahrattn shrank from n conflmt with the mighty children of 
the ; and the ifi'mense rice harvests of the lA>wer Ganges were 
safely gathered in, under the ])rotection of the English award. The 
first English courjucrors had been more rapacious and alereiiess 
oven than the Multraitns ; but that generation had pamell 
Drfootive as was the ]>olice, heavy ns were the public b ur d bi t feitia 
probable that the oldest man in ^iigal could not rccollecc a sdws6n 
of equal sc<‘ority and prospf'rily. For the first time wiftliSB living 
TMCTiiory, the pwvince wa^ placed under a ^'^wernment strong 
enough to pivvcnt others fumi /-obbiiig, uml not inclined to ploy 
the roblHT it»eir. Tlfcsn tliim:?. ifv<pired good-will. At the aame 
tliJi ', thr cf instant sueee*!** ol Hastings and the manner in which he 
extricated hiinsidf from every difficulty nmd'*^ him on ol^ect o( 
su;'»erstit>i»iis admiratio'i ; and the more than regal splendour which 
he soiiu’tin tjs liisplayvd dazded a people who have much in com- 
mon willi chilih’cii. Even now, after the lapse tf more than fifty 
years, the native's of India still talk of him ii$ the greatest of the 
English ; atid nurses sing children to sh^ep with a jingling: ballad 
about the licet horses and richly eaparisouud elephauts of Sahib 
WaiT(3n Ilosfein. 

"I’iie gra\ est oirenc«'jv>of which Hastings was guilty did not alTecI 
hi>- popidnniy with the people of Ifeimal ; for those otiem es were 
coinniitted nghiust iieiglibonring states. Those ofPenees, as oiii 
rcath‘r« must have perceiicd, we arc not disposed to vindicate ; yet 
in order that the censure may bo justly Apportioned to the trans 
gresdon, it is fit that the motive of the criminal should be takei 
into consideration. The motive which p rompted the jwo rst act! 

of Hastings was miadirei'ted and ill-reguIa4q|l^^jQ]i|^arl^ Xil^ 

rulec of j u>itice. the sentw nent s of huma nity, the p j[i gbted fiuth-O 
hisTTew as nothingija hen o p y sed^tg^tfe^ . 
diate interest of ll^ic slafo”*'^1ii.«i is no justuicalion, according 

»■»'« ><>IH ^ ^ 'V " • SUhMMHA 1 1 -iT .I|» I J . 

tile principles either of morality^ qj: of we believe to^ 
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tical with m yility ^ immely, far«8lgh^d policy . N^vertholesa tha 
(\)iDib^ eeiiae of mankind, which iu questions of this sort seldom 
^oes far wrong, will always recognise a distinction beUveen crimes 
w hich originate xu an inordinate ;:eal for the commonwealth, and 
criuir>s which originate in selfish cupidity. To the benefit of this 
distinction Hastings is fairly entitled. Tb£i:SLiaft.Wja coiici^jg^o 
i-eason ift^aufipcc t tha^ th e liohilhi wm^the revolution of Benares, 
or ii'.i' moKation of the Princesses ot Ou(l& ad^ded u runco to his 
fji-tune. We will n >t atnrm ihat, in all ykcciiiiiary dealingfiThe 
showed that puDctilioua integrity, that dread of the faintest appear- 
ance of e\ which is now the glory of the Indian civil service. 
But when tli'3 school in which lie had been trained and the temp- 
tations to wliich he was exposed ai*e considered, we are more 
inclined to ja'aise him for hi:: general uprightness witli respect to 
nionc}, t]nui rigidly to bhimo him for a I'tw transactions which 
tjw bo called indelicHlc and irreguhu*, but which even now 
would hardly be designated as i i/rrupt. A ra pnciousman he certainly 
wis not. llud he been so, ho would infallibly have returned to his 
eodiitry the richest subject in Europe. Wo speak wuthin compass, 
w lien w<j say thafy without applying any extraordinurv luessure 
lie might easily have obtained rrum the zemindars of the Cuntpany*s 
ppru\incos audfx^m neighbour h.g princes, in the course of thiileen 
ars, than three inilliir:> ^terliDg, and might have outshone 
the splendour of Carlton lit u.m and of the Palais Jloj/aL He 
brought a fortune such as a ( rovenior-fTencral, fond of state, 
and carcie.ss of thrift, might uimI v. during so long a tenure of office, 
.save out of Lis legal salary. Tiirs. Hu.-^tings, we are afrai^l, was 
less scrupulous. It was generally believed that she accepted pre- 
sents with great alacrity, and tlrat she thiis ibnned. without the 
connivance of her husband, a private hoard amounting lo several 
lacs of rupees. AVe are the more inclined to give credit to this 
htory, l>ecause Mr. Gleig, who cannot but h'.vo heard it, does not, 
us far as we Lave obseiwed, notice or conti*adict it. 

The influence of Miw. Hastings over her husband was indeed 
such that she might easily ^ave obtained much larger sums than 
she was ever accused of receiving. At length her health began to 
give way ; and the Governor-General, much against his will, was 
pompelM to send her to England. He seems to have loved her 
jiyitli that love which is poculitur to men of strong minds, to men 
|vbes4 idRction is not easily won or widely difl'used. The talk ot 
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Calcutta lun for aooie time on the luxorioiui'mimner in vrbieh hn 
fitted up the round-house of an Indiaman for her accommodation^ oii 
the profusion of sandal-wood and carved ivory which adorned her 
cabin, and on the thousands of rupees which had been cjcpendedL 
iij order to procure for her the sodety of an agreeable female com-* 
pnnion during the voyage. We may remark here tliat the lettens 
of Mastiiigs to his wile, are exceedii^ly characteristic. They are 
tender, and full of indications of esteem and confidence ; but, at 
the same time, a little more ceremonious than is usual in so inti- 
innic a relation. The solemn courtesy with which he complimenta 

his elegant >Iarian" reminds us now and then of the dignified air 
with which Sir Charles Gi’andison bowed over Miss Lyron'a hand 
in the cedar parlour. 

After some months, Hastings prepared to ftdiow liis wife to 
England. When it was announced that lie was about to quit bii* 
office, tlie fteling of the sodety which he had so long governed 
manifested itself by many signs. Addresses poured in from 
Europeans and Asiatics, from civil functionaries, soldiers* and 
traders. On the day on which he ddivered up tlic keys of office, 
a crowd of friends and admirers formed a lane to the quay where 
he embarked. Several barge** escorted him far down the river ; 
and some attached friends refused to quit him till tJir. low coaat of 
Ikuigal was feuling trom tlxe view, and till the pilot was leaving 
the ship. 

Of his voyage little is known, except that he amused himself 
with books and with his pen ; and that, among the eomposilions 
by which he beguiled the tediousness of that long leisure, was a 
pleasing imitation of Horace’s Otium Divos rogat. This little 
poem was inscribed to Mr^Sliore, afterwards Lord Teignmouth, a 
man of whose integrity, humanity, and honour, it is impossible to 
speak too highly, but who, like some other excellent members of 
the civil tervicc, extended to the conduct of his friend Hastings 
an indulgence of which his own conduct never stood in need. 

The voyage was, for those times, very speedy. Hastings was 
little more than four mouths on the sea. In June, 1785, be landed 
at Plymouth, posted to London^ appeared at Court, paid liis 
I'ospccts iu LcadeohoU Street, and tliou retired with hh wife to 
Cheltcnhaui. 

He was greatly pleased with liis reception. The King treated 
him witli marked distinction. The Queen, who had already in* 
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eurred .n&cli censure on account of the favour which, in spite, of 
the ordiiiai 7 severity of her virtue, she had shown to the ** elegant 
Marian,^ was not less gracious to Hastings. The Directors re- 
ceived him in a solemn sitting*; and their chairman read to him 
ft vote of thanks which they had passed without one dissentient 
voice. 1 find myself,’’ said Hastings, in a letter written about 
a quarter of a year ufier Ids arrival in England, '*1 fir.d myself 
ererywhtre, and universally, tniated with evidences, apparent even 
to my own obscrvuiion, timt 1 possess the good opinion of my 
countiy.” 

The ct.iifulcnt and exi:ti-ag tone of his corref>poBdenc*e about 
this tinn5 is the more reiiiaikrddo, becar. e he Iiad already rrccived 
.nn'.iile notice of the attack v hich was in prepanition. W'ithiii a 
'Wr'.-k after he landed at r:ymuuti), liin-ke gave notice in tlie 
lluTiso of Commons of u in. >1 ion serh'- .-ly utfecting a gentleman 
lately returned from Iiuli;;. TJie sessii T., iiowcver, was tljcn so iar 
ad\uiiceil, that it was to lucer on so extens^ivo and 

important a subject. 

Hastings, it is clear, 'vn- not sen:?ible of the danger of Ids 
position, ftideed that ?ag,i‘ ity, that jiidgment, that readiness in 
devising expedients, wln<'ii hud distinguished him in the East, 
seenu'd now to have forsak n iiiin ; not that his abiliih s wei-e at all 
iinpn:r<.d ; not that lie was u(A stiti the same imw w ho had tri- 
uiMjihed over Francis and Xnnconiar, wIk) liad made the Cliief 
Justice and the Nabob Vizi' r ins tools, w ho had di*po.-cd Chcyic 
Sing and repeUed Ilyder Aii. But an oak, as ]\li . Oraltun liiiely 
«>siiQ. shc'uld not be transplanted at tifty. A man who, having h‘f‘t 
England \vlien a boy, returns u# it after tldrty os- forty years ptissod 
in India, will find,- be his talents whatjliiey xn&v, that he iias much 
both to learn and tp unleani Ixd'ore he can take a place among 
English statesmen. The working of u representative ^!y^tem, the. 
ivar of parties, the arts of debates the intiuence of the press, are 
startling novelties to him. Surrounded on every side oy new 
niachixu'S and new tactics, he is as much bewildered as Hannibal 
would have been nt Waterloo, or Themistocles at Trafalgar. His 
veiy acuteness deludes him. His very vigour causes him to 
stumble. The more correct his maxims, when applied to the state 
of society to which he is accustomed, the more certain they are 
Jo lead him astray. This was strikingly the c.nse with Hastings, 
lu India he had a bod luiod ; but he was muster of the game, and 
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he won every stiJce. In EngUi^ lie held exec^llAnt esrdi, If bb 
hod known how to pley them ; abd it mw cfaieily hy iiig own eiTore 
that lie was brought to the verge pTiitln. 

Of nil his errors the most senoue was perhaps the chosoe of a 
champic ... QiTe, in similar circuinttances, had made a singalaiijr 
happy selfsetion. He put himself into the hands of Wedderboni» 
afterwards Iiord Ijoughbofough, one of the few great advocates 
who have also been great in the House of Commons.^ To the 
defence of Clive, therftfih^ nothinr waa wanting, neither leamin|^ 
nor knowledge of the wotld, neither forensic acuteness nor that 
eloquence which charms political assemblies. Hastings "'ilMrasted 
his 'interests to a very difihrent person, a major in the* Bengal 
'iriny, named Scott. This gentleman had be6n sent over from 
India some time before as the agent of the Governor^GkmerSL 
It was rumoured that his services were rewarded with OrienhS 
muniticenoc ; and ive holieve that he received much more than 
Hustings could conveniently spare. The Major obtained a scat 
in Parliament, and was there regarded as the organ of his em* 
ployer. It was evidently impossible that a gentleman so situated 
could speak wHh the authority which belongs to an independent 
position. Nor had the agent of Hastings the talents necessary 
for obtaining the ear of an assembly which, aiTiistom^ d to listen 
to great orators, had naturally become fastidious. He was always 
on his legs ; he was very tedious ; and he Lad only one topic, tliu 
merits and wrongs of Hastings. Every body who knows the 
House of Commons will easily guess what followed. The Major 
was soon considered ns the greatest bore of his time. His ex- 
ertions were not confined to Parliament. There was hardly a 
day on which the newsplipers did not contain some puff upon 
Hostings, signed or Bengalnuis^ but known to be 

written by the indefatigable Scott ; and hardly a month in which 
some bulky pamphlet on the same subject, and from the same pen, 
did not pass to the trunkmakers and the pastrycooks. As to this 
gentleman’s capacity for conducting a delicate question through 
Parlianu^iii, our readers will want no evidence beyond that which 
they irill find in letters preserved in these volumes. We will give 
a specimen of his temper and j udgmen t He designated the 
groitest man then living as that reptile Mr. Burke.” 

In spite, however, of this unibrtunate choice, the general aspect 
of affairs was favourable to Hastings. The King was on bis side. 
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The Codipanf find its senriutii were fieolous in hiii cause. Among 
pnUic men he bed many ardent firlende. Such were Lord M^ne^ 
deld, who had ofifliirhd the vigour of his body, but not that of his 
aiifid ; and Lend LsiiBdowiie, who, though nnooaneefed wMh any 
|>arty, retAoed the dwportaiicc which beloiigs to great talents and 
knowledge. The ministers were generally believed to be favour- 
able to the hte Govc4mor-Geoeral. They owed their power to the 
clamouf Vhich bed raised against Mr. Fox’s Bast India Bill. 
The aiitlrors of l3iat bill when scooaed of invading vested rights, 
and of setting up iHmers unknown to the constitutiot), had defended 
tliemselves by pomtiog to the cHlnes of Hoangs, and by argu- 
ing that abusesrwo extracj cll iarj jnslified extraordinary ineiisnrf?^. 
Those v. ho, by opposing tluit bill, had raised themselves to head 
of nifairs, would tiaturnlly inclined to extenuatb the evLl.^ which 
Ir.d b4>en made the plea adTmiiistcring so violent a remedy; and 
siicli. in was their gi.'iitM iii disposition. The liOrd Chancellor 
Thurloa\ in particular^ great place and force of initdlect 

ga^c him a weight in irovemment infmor only to tliat of 

Mx. Pitt, espoused the can've ?..i Hastings with indecorous violence, 
bfr. Pitt, though he bad cf ji«un3d many parts of the Indian sys- 
tem, had .'Studiously abshdr* •; Irom saying a word against the lato 
chiefs of the Indian govciTinpnt. To jifc^or ii^cott, indeed, the 
young minister bad in pr;va«‘f •extolled Baf^tings an a great, a won- 
derful man, who had the higl^* -t claims on the g<fV''rnmcnL Tltcre 
was only one objection to gr.ti.ting all that so eminent a servant of 
the p'dilic could ask. The resolution of censure still reipaincd on 
the journals of the House of Coi:^mon9. That resolution was, in- 
deed, unjust; but, till it was rcrcinded, could the mmlster advise 
the King to bestow any mark of apj||hbation on the person cen- 
sured ? If Major Scott is to be trusted^Mr. Pitt declared that 
this was the only reason«wliich prevented the ndviseTS of the Crown 
from conferring a peerage on the late Gh^vernor-GeneraL Mr. Diin- 
das was the only important member of the administration who was 
deeply eommitted to a different view of tbe gubject He had amved 
tiia TCSolutioB which ereated the diflesjd^ ; but even from him 
little was to bo apprehended. Siacelle bad presided over the oom- 
mittee on Eastern affairs, great'^aoges had tarffb place. He was 
surrounded by new alUei; ho had fixed his hopes on new objects tr 
and whatever may have been his good qualities,— -and he bad 
many,— -flattery itself iiierer reckoned rigid Mfuaiteiiqr in the 
number. 
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^ From the toi laitty^ therefore, Hnathigs bed erery reason to ex* 
l>eet suj^port ; ai.d the miBistrjr was Teiy powerfitl. Tlie upfmltion 
was load and y^shasM&t against him. But the opposition, thtmgh 
formidable from the wealth and fniireiiee of some of its members, 
and from the admIrsbTe talents and Sequence of others was out* 
numbered in iMlbRnent, and odiodn tfaroogboiit the conntij. Hbr, 
as for «s we can jndge, was the Oppositiou generally deHironato 
engage in so serions on wndertalting ns the iinfMehment of an 
Indian Governor. Snd^ Aiaipeai^^ must last for years. B 
must impose on the ebieib^^ the fer^ «n Mmepse load Of laboar. 
Yet it could searoely, in any snaoner, affeel the event of ^ great 
political game. Tlie ^>11owers of the coaUfion were tliere&re more 
inclined to revile llaslings than to-proseditehidi. They lost tut 
opportunity of coupling his name with the names of the most hate* 
ful tyrants of whom liistory makes mention* The wits of Brooke'S 
aimetl tlieir keenest naroasms both at his pnUie and at his domestic 
life. Some dne diimionds which he had presented* as it was 
rumoured, to tim royal family, and a certain richly carved ivoiy 
bud which tlic Que(*Ti had done him the honour to accept from him, 
were favourite subjtxts of ridicule. One lively poet proposed, that 
the great acts of! the fair ]\lnrinn*8 present husband ^^hould be im* 
mortalized iiy the pencil of his predecessor; and that Tmhoff sjumld 
be employe*! to eraheliish the House of Ckamoos with paintings of 
tlie blecdirii; Ilohillas, of Nuncomar swinging, of Cheyte Sing letf 
ting himbelf down to the Ganges. Another, in an exquisitely 
humorous parody of Yirgirs third eelogpw, propounded the ques* 
tion, whai tli.at mineral could be of whieh ^ rays had power to 
make the motst austere of princesses the friend of a tnMon* A 
third described, with gay nglevolence^ the gor|^s.e|iposranes of 
Mrs. Hastings at St. Jnes’s, the gfdny of jewelii tom ftom la- 
ilian Begums, which edited her head dress, her neddaea gleaming 
with future votes, and the depending questions that shone upon 
her ears. Satiricsl attacks of this deseriprion, and perhaps amotion 
for a vote of censure, would have satisfied the great body of the 
opposition. But therefore two men whose indignacioa was liot 
to be so appeased, IbiHp Fraaohi and Edmund Burke. 

Francis had recently enteiwd the House of Conmoai^ and had 
almdy established a character tfiero for industry md He 

labourod indeed under one most unfortunate defect, wantuf flueneyi^ 
But he oof^sionally expressed Umsslf with a dignii|y and energy 
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worthy of the fjreatefljt orttors. Before^lie had been many da]^ in 
parliaaieAty he iA^prred ^le bitter dijsltko of Pitl» ^fho conataatiy 
.grated kiaa its'^uch asperity ha the laws of debate i^ld 
lAiv. InpsS of years «ior diange of •oeu;1iad mjltigated 

thu eondties wUch ITMicis had Imaght hack fiola the Xiast. 
After Ida usui^i he miato^ his lii^volenM M Tirtae, 

ttimed as prcaehers tell us thaa we ooght to eune oor gOod 
dWpoBitio.'is, and paiaded it, oo mil,, occasions, with Pharisaiiiai 
O3tentation. , 

The zeal of fiaffie jihiS still fiercer i’ totit was far patw. Men 
Wttble to onderftmi dkb elevation ha^ tried to find' 

mt sotne diseredital^ inotive for ^ Yebemenee and peniuaeii^ 
Yrhich he showed on tj to wcasion. But aki^ther fitfloL 

'^c idl^stoiy some yrirate sB ^l^to l yyan^ e ii.is loag 

iihen gi.^" UfCsyen by Mr. Gleig sup- 

poses that Burke was actuated by party s]^it, that he retained a 
bitter remembrance of the fall of the coalition, that he wTtriboted 
that fall to the ezertion^ Oif the East India interest, an 1 that he 
considered Hastings as the head and the representative ut‘ that in- 
terest. This explanation seems to be sufficiently refuted by a refer- 
ence to dates, /rhe hostility of Burke to Hiislliigs^eorameiifed long 
before the coalition ; and lasted lopg after Burke had beoGSne a 
strenuous supporter of those by whom the coalition had been de- 
feated. It began wlien Burke .ind Fox, closely allied together, yrem 
attacking the influence of tlie i rown, and calling for i)eaoe with the 
Aimu'ican republic. It continued tilliBurke^ alienated from Fox, 
and loaded with the favours of the crown, died, preaching a crasade 
against the French republic. We surely cannot attnbute to the 
events of 1784 an enmity which began in 1781, and which retained 
undimiuished force long after persons far more deeply implicated 
than Hastings in the events of 1784 bad been cordially forgiven. 
And why should we look for any other explanatioa of Burke's con- 
duct than that which we And on the surface ? The plain trnth is 

iho ygpt of thm crimes msae the bl ood efBurke bo il in hMkWsinB. 

Hvrke was aman in vraom compassten for Bafieniqt,aii4mM 
of i^juslioe and tyninny, were as stream as in ^ Ca^as or 
son. And although iu him, as in Isis Cams and 
noble S^ngo were nUejad with the {■triaitir whiA belongs to 
]uiB«r .B«ttire^ hi i% m» them, entid(4 to tto groat^prsis^ that 
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he devoted years of intense laliour to the service ct a people witt, 
whom ho had neither blood nor language, neither religioQ nor 
mannelrs in common, and front whom no requital, no tbonka,, no 
applause could be expected. 

His knowledge of India was such as few, eren of those Europeans 
who have passt^d manj years in that country, have attained^ anA. 
such as certainly was never attained by any public man who had 
not quitted Europe, lie had studied the history, the laws, and the 
usages of the East with an industry, such as is seldom found united^ 
to sc much genius and so much sensibility. Others have perhaps 
been equally .laborious^ and have collected an equal moss mate- 
rials. But the manner in which Burke brought his higher powers 
of intellect to work on statements of facts, and on tables of Bgurei!, ' 
was ))ecuUar to hifn:^oif. In every part of those hnge bales of 

diau iiiformatian wliich repelled almost all oilier readers, his mind, 
at once lihilosophicul and poetical, found something to instruct or Is 
delight, (lis reason analysed and digested those vast and shape- 
less niassv.'' : his imagination animated and coloured them. Out of 
darkness, and dulncses and confusion, he formed a multitude of in- 
geiiioijs tbf .iries and \ ivid pictures. He bad, in the highest degree, 
that nobic iMCulty whereby man is able to live in the past and in 
the future, mi the di^taot and in the unreal. India and its iiihabit- 
aiits wrri- not to him. as to most Englishmen, mere names* and 
abstractiftn-f, but a real country and a real people, d'he burning 
sun, the strange vegetation of the jijilm and the er.ci;a tree, the rice- 
ficld, tank, the huge trees, older than the BLisiiil oiiipiro, under 
which the village crowds assemble, the thatched roof of the 'i>ea- 
sant's hut. tiie rich tracery of the mosque where the iroaum prays 
wit!) hi.^ fiu 0 to Mecca, the drums, and banners, and gaudy idols, 
the devote^ swinging in the air, the graceful maiden, with the 
pitchei on hor^liead, descending the steps to the river-side, the 
black laces, the long beards, the yellow streaks of sect, the turbans 
and the flowing robes, the spears and the silver maces, the ele. 
phants with their canopies of state-, the gorgeous palanquin of the 
prince, and the close litter of the noble lady, all these tUngs were 
to him as the objects amidst which liis own life had been passed, . 
tts the objects which lay on tfie road between Beaconsfield and St. 
James's Street. All India was present to the eye of hb mind, from 
the halb where suitors laid gold and perfumes at tlie ftet of sove* 
reigns to tho wild moor where the gipsy camp was pitched, from 
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the Mihr, Hke a bee-hive with the crowd of buyers and 

a(^ersi1x> the jimgle where the lonely oouncr shakes his bunch of 
iron rings to seare away the hymnas. He had just as lively an 
idea of the inslirrection at Benares as of Lord George Gordon’^ 
riotSi and of the execution of Nnncomar aa of the exocation of 
Dr. Dodd. Oppreaaion in Bengal waa to him the same Ihing as 
c^presskm in the atreels. of London* 

He saw that Ebstli^s^had beengmlly of some most ui^pstUkUe 
actSp All ^at followed^ was natural and necessaiy in a mind like 
Burke’s. His imaginatiou and Us passions, once exdtedi hurried 
him beyond the Imunda of justice and good sense. His reaseo, 
powerful as it wbs» became the slave of feelhigs which it should 
jhive controlled. His indignation, virtuous in its origin, soquircd 
too much of the chsiractcr of personal nvendon. He could see no 
mitigating circumstance, no redeeming merit. His temper, which, 
though generous and ndcctionate, had always been irritable, had 
now been made almost snvrige by bodily infirmities and mental 
vexations. Conscious of great powers and great virtues^ he found 
himself, in age and poverty, a mark for the hatred of a perfidious 
court and a deluded . In Parliament his eloquenso was out 
of date. A young generation, wliich knew him not, had filled the 
House. Whenever he rose to speak, his voice was drowned by the 
unseemly interruption of Inds who were in their crailins when bis 
orations on the Stamp Act called forth the applaufO of the grest 
Earl of Chatham. These things had pniduced on his proud and 
sensitive spirit an effect gt w tdeh we cannot wonder. He could 
BO longer discuss any question with calmness, or make allowance 
for lumest differences of opinion. Those who think that he was 
more violent and acrimtmious in debates about India than on otb(*r 
. occasions are ill informed respecting the last yem^s of his life. In 
the discussions on the Conunercial Treaty with the^ Court of Ver- 
sailles, on the Regency, on the F^rencli Revolution, he shoigp^ 
even more virulence than in oondueting the impeachment. Indl^d 
it may be remained that the very persons who called him a mis- 
i chievons maniac, for condeipaing in burning words the Rohilla war 
«and the spoliation of the Begums, exalted him into a prophet ns 
j soon as he began to declaim, with greater vehemence, and not with 
'greater reason, against tiie taking of the Bastile and the insults 


i^red to Uarie Antoinette. 
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blit jn both cagw_a gre^t apdjgo^jMUf led ittto extmvjtg aflo^ b y 
a s^sibili^ which domineered om all ^ ... 

ifniiy be doubted wlietber ifio personal ^i3{mthy 6f Aaticls^ 
or the nobler indigniUion of Buike,««aiild have led their par^ to 
udopt extreme metistires against Hastings, if bis own coDdaCt hii8‘ 
been judieious. He should have felt tliat, great as his pUhlie 
siTvices had been, he was not faiiltlass^ and slionld have beeis 
content to make his escape, without aspiring to the honouni of 
SI triumph. He and his .agent took a different view. Tbej wer^ 
impatient for the rev ards which, as they conceived, were defecied 
4>aly till Burke's attack should be over. Th^ aecordinglj resolved 
to force on a decisive action with on enemy for whom, if ihey ha# 
]»een wise, they would have made a bridge ef gold. On the ftrp 
day of the session of 1786, Major Scott reminded Budie of* the 
notice given in the preceding year, attd asked whether it was 
.•ficrioiisly intended to bring any charge against the late (rovemor* 
General. This challenge left no course open to the Opposition, 
i'xcopt to come forward os accusers, or to acknowledge themselves 
calumniators. The odministratfoa of Hastings had not been so * 
blameless, uur wras the grelii^, party of Fox aiul North so feeble, 
that it could be prudent to venture on so bold a defiance. The 
leaders of the Opposition instdtitly returned the only answei* 
which tlicy could witli honour Tctii|:n ; and the whole party was 
iiTcvocabl}' pledged to u proseciftioti. 

Burke began his operations by appfying fur Papers. Some of 
the. documents fbr wiiich In* iisked were refused by the ministers, 
who, in the d(*batc, held language such as strongly confirnijed the 


jfrevailing opinion, that they intended to support llastiDgs. In 
April the charges wort: hiid on the table. They had been drawn 
liy Burke w itu great ability, though in a form too much resembling 
that of a piinipUlet. Hastings was furuishcvi with a copy of the 
accusation ; and it was intimated to him that he might, if he 
thought fit, be heard in his own defence at the bar of the 'Commons. 

Here again Hostings was pursued by the same isUality which 
bad attended him ever since the day when he set foaft om^Snglish 
ground. It secmctl to be decreed that tjhis man, so poUtie and so 
successful in the East, should commit m^ng buk, Mfwwliars in 
Europe. JLny judietous adviser would have (bid lum dwl Itej^st 
thing which lie could, do wc^ld be to make un e]pq|fmL 
and affecting oration at the bar of tiie Hobse ; 
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could ijil'trflil liimadf to speak, and found it neeessairy to rend, 
ha ouj^ to as as possible. Audiences accustomed to 

«jelAiap(toaaetflil debating of the highest excellence are always 
toj U ttot cf long written compositions. Hastings, however, sat 
Aumt m be wotiM have done at the Gorcrnmenl-honso in Bengal, 
and inhered a paper of immense length. That paper, if recorded 
on the eottaultatlons of an Indian administration, would have been 
juslly pnksed as a very able minute. But it was now out af 
place. It feU flat, as the best written dei'ence ninst have fnli' n 
flat, on an i^sembly aocusiumed to the animated and stivnuons 
conflicts of int% and Fo\. I'he memb^trs, rts soon n.s tle ir eiiri- 
CNHfy about the face and domeanoiir of so eminent a ^trang^v was 
i^taafied, walked away to dinner, and left Hastings to tell bis 
story till midnight to the clerks and the Sorjeant-at-nrm.-. 

All preliminary steps Inning been duly taken, Ibirko, in the 
beginning of June, brought forward the charge relating to the 
Kobilla war. He acted discreetly in placing this in tlv' 

van ; for Dnndas had furnuTly moved, and the bad adopb^d, 

a resolution condemning, in the most severe term.^. policy fol- 
lowed by Hastings with regard to Ilohilcund* l^jn«‘a • had JittJi*, 
or rather nothing, to ‘'Jiy in defence of hi.< own consHtency; but 
he put a bold face on th^* matter, and opposed tin* nioi ion. Amon*! 
oth'u: thingSi he declared i'..:!, though he still thought tlu^ Hohilhi 
war unjustifiable, he consbli r«d the pcrvieos 'which IIastin;is liaJ 
subsequently rendered to th* tiite as suflicient to atone even Jbr ho 
great an offence. Pitt did not speak, but voied with Ihindas; 
and Hastings was absolved by a hundred and nineteen votes agninst 
sixty -seven. 

Hastings was now confident of victory. It seemed, indeed, tluit 
he had reason to be so. The Bohilla war of ail his measures, 
that which his accu.sers might w'ith advantage assail. It 

had been condemned by the Court of directors. It hud been con- 
demned by the House of Commons. It bad been condemned by 
Mr. DundiLs, who had since become thc^ chiei' minister of tlie 
Crown for Indian affairs. Yet Burke, having chosen this strong 
grofind, Ixad been comqitetely defeated on it. That, having failed 
berOt he should succeed on any point, was gf'iierally thought im* 
fPOMtlfk It was rumoured at the clubs and coffee-houses that one 
^ l^ifliaps two more enlarges would be brought forward, that if, 
on ^ose charges, the sense of the House of Commons should be 
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against iaipeackmoDt» the Opposition would let the raat|ardM|ih 
that Hastings would he immediatelj raised to the peerngi^ 4soB« 
rated with the star of the Batli sworn of the priyj coone^ anS 
invited to lend the assistance of his talents and experienoa to the 
India hoard. JLord Thurlow, ' indeed, some months befofc^ fcdd 
spoken with contempt of the scruples which prevented 
calling Hastings to the House of Lords; and had even said fluMb 
if the Chancellor of the Exchequer was afraid of the CoaaaM^ 
there was nothing to prevent the Keeper of the Great Seal fixw 
taking the royal pleasure about a patent of peerage. The veij 
title was chosen. Hastings was to be Lord Dnylesfotdf Fwit 
through all chaoges of scene and changes of f^rtune^ remsbiid 
unchanged his attachment to the spot whteh had witafused thd 
greatness and the fall of his family, and which had beniestp gte i d 
a part in tlie first dreams of his young ambition. 

But in a very few days thcbc fair prospects wire overqast. On 
the thirnenth of June, Mr. Fox brought forward, with great aibi* 
lity and eloquence, the charge respecting the treatment of Cbeyte • 
Sing. Francis followed on the same side. Tiie friends of £b»» 
tings ivciM ill high spirits when Pitt rose. With his usual abun- 
dance and ftdiciiY of litiguage, tbe Minister gave bis opinion on 
the case. He uiaintairied that the Governor-General was justified, 
in railing on the Biijuli of Benares for pecuniary assistance, and 
in irajioMiig a fine w hen that assistance was contumaciously with- 
held. lie also tiioughl tluit the conduct of tb (jovemor-General 
during the. insurrection had been distinguisheil bv ability and pre* 
sence of mind. lie censured, w'itli great hicterness, the conduct 
of Francis, both in India and in Parliam-nt, as moat dishonest 
and maligiKiiit. The necessary inference from FitPs arguments 
seemed to be that Hostings ought to bt* honourably acquitted ; and 
both the friends and the opponents of tlie Minister expected from 
him a declaration to that elFcct. To the astonishment of all par- 
ties, lie concluded by saying that, though he thought it right in 
Hastings to fine Cheyte Sing for contumacy, yet the amount of 
the line was too great for the oocasioo. On this groiindf end on 
this ground alone, did Mi'. Pitt, applauding eveiy other part of 
the conduct of Hastings with regard to Benares, 
should A ote in favour of Mr. Fox s motion. 

The House was thujidci*struek ; and it w.ell might be so. Wof 
the wToiig done to Glieyto Sing, even had it been as flagitioue as 
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Fox M iraa a trifle when compared with the 

iMnM lrilflEl^lli|A beeft.teflieted on Rohilcund. But if Mr. Fitt*e 
‘'wtewof Sing T Wre correct, there was no ground 

nH oc evtsn for a vote of censure. If the oflhnce 

of IIaetUi||s was Mi% no more then thi.s that, having a nght to 
iinpose a Wikst, amount of which mulct was not dciined, but 

was left tp be settied bjr his discretion, he hs4f not for his own 
advantiS^* butlbr thafof the state, demanded too much, was this 
an offence wfcUh teguirod n criminal proeeediog of the highei«t 
solemnify, a orilkiSnal proceeding, to wbichi duriag sijsty years, 
no public fhnctioaary had been subjected ? We oan see, we think, 
» what way a man of sensf^ and integrity might boive been induced 
15 take any course respecting Hastings, except the course, wbicli 
5fr. Pitt took. Such a ninn might have thought a great example 
neceasaty, for the preventing «>f injustice, and for the vindicating 
of tlie national honour, inigiit, on that ground, have voted for 
impeachment both on tli-* Rohilhi charge, and on the Benares 
' charge. Suck a man mis^t have thought that tin*, offences of 
Hastings had keen atoned ior by great services, and ndgiit, on that 
ground, have voted against the imfteachme.nt, on hotli cluu’ges. 
With great difBdence, wc give it tis uur opinion that the roo.^t 
correct course would, on the whole, have be^ to iiiii^uach on the 
Kohilla charge, aad to acquit on the Benares charge. Had the 
Benares charge appeared tu us in the same light iu which it n])- 
pejired to Mr. Pitt, we shouk^ witliout hesitation, liave vott;d lor 
1 acquittal on that charge. Tin; one course whkli it is inconrr3ivablc 
that any man of a tenth part of Mr. Pitt’s nhiUties can have 
honestly taken was the course whi*!h he took, acquiiled Has- 
tings on the Rohilla charge. He sol'toncd do'wn the Binures 
charge till it became no charge at all ; and then he pronounced 
that it contained matter for ixnpcaehnnnit. 

Nor most it be forgotten that the principal reason assigned by 
the ministry for not in.iieaching Hastings on account of the Itohllla 
war was this, that the delinquencies of the early part of his ad- 
ministration had been atoned for by the excellence of the later 
part. Was it not most extraordinary that men who hud held this 
language could afterwards vote that the later port of his udmini- 
gtreiSliiik fumislied matter (or no less than twenty articles of im- 

W t ? They Ural mg^esentecl the conduct of Hastings in 
1781 as so hi^ih^'qiDeritoriouB that, like works of super- 
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erogatlon in the Catholtc theologj, il ought to «^cacious Sot tVa 
cancelling of ibrnier oBenocfl; and they then paosecuted liini 
hie conduct in 1780 and 1781* ^ • 

The general udtoniahment was thogrettear, beeanae, onl^ twsiify- 
four hours before, the members on wliom the minister could depend 
iiad received the usual notes from the TreaHurj, beggnig them tQ 
bu in their places and to % nte against Mr. Fox’s tisotkyi. It was 
asserted by Mr. Jiasiings, tliot, early on the momiag of the yery 
clay on which tlie debate took place, Dundas called on Pitt, woke 
l:im, and was closeted with him ninny hours. The i*esalt of this 
fy.iiferenee was a determination to give up the late GoverUor*Ge« 
iieral to tlie Tcngennce of the Opposition. It was impossible even 
for the. most |iowei i'ul minister to carry all his followers wkh hiib 
in .^o ctraiigc a course. Several persons high in office, the Att<g^ 
ney-C;iMierul, Mr. Greiivilie, and Jx>rd Mulgrave, divided tgainkt 
Mr. J'iit. But the devoted adherents who stood by the head of 
the iiment wiUi<>ut asking questions, were sutUeiently nume* 
rous to t'.nn the snilt . A hun.tred dhd nineteen members voted' 
for Mr. lox’s motiuii ; seTenty-nine against it. Dundas silently 
followed Pitt. 

That f!o.')d and great man, the late William Wilbcrforce, often 
related the events of this remarkable night. He described the 
anuizenu‘nT of the House, and the bitter rt fieclions which were 
luutteK'd against the I'rlmc Minister by some of lliC habitual sup- 
porters of government. Pitt himself appeared to feel that his 
conduct required some explanation. He left the treasury uench^' 
sat fur some lime next to Illr. Wilberforce, and very earnestly de- 
clared that he Imd found it impossible, as a man of conscience, to 
stand any longer by Hastings. The business, be said, was too bad. 
Mr. Wilbcrforce, we are bound to add, fully believed that his 
friend was s^iucere, and that the sus])icions to which this myste- 
rious ufiuir gave rise were altogether unfoumled. 

Those suspicions, indeed, were such as it is painful to mention. 
The friends of Hastings, most of whom, it is to be observed, 
generally sup^iortrd the ad ministration, affirmed that the iSotive 
of Pitt and Dunda*^ was jealousy. Hastings was personal]^ a 
favourite with the King, lie was the idol of the East India 
pany and of its servants. If he were absolved by the Omuiim% 
seated among tlie Lords, admitted tp the Board of Centrp^ Moselll 
fdUed with the strong-minded and iuip^Tious Thusto||^,iaa| it not 
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almost osrtaui Aat bo would i^oon diww to bimsdf tho entire man-* 
agcmcat of Esatarn affairs ? Was it not possible that lie might 
become a formidable rival in tEe cabinet ? It had prubably got 
abi\>ad that very stngiilar commufucations had taken place between 
Thurlow aad M^jor Scott, and that, if the First liOi'd' of the 
Treasury was afraid to recommend Hastings for a pe«Tage, the 
Chtneellos was ready to take the responailiility of that step on 
himself. Of att nsiiditors, Pitt was the least likely to submit with 
patience to siidi an encroachment on his functions. If the Com* 
mniis impeached Hastings, all danger was nt an end. The pro- 
ceeding, however it migtit terminate, would prubabl}> la^t •some 
years. Tn the meantime, the uccus<h1 pirrson would he exeduded 
from honours and public einployiuents, and could scarce^' venture 
even to pay his duty at c* urr. Sucli were the motives: attributed 
by a great part -of the pul die to the young minister, ulijso ruling 
passion was generally bclii vini to be avarice of power. 

The prorogation so(*i< )!iierru}>ted the discussion^ respecting 
Hastings. In the foliowIj.L* year, those discussions w ' re n^sumed. 
The charge touching il;* spoliation of the Begun i*: v, as brought 
forwanl by Sheridan, in a whiidi was so irajRr'crti} reported 

that it may be said t<> o>‘ uholh lost, but wliicii \v:is without 
doubt, the most elaborau-ly brilliant of all the j.ro inctioiis of his 
ingenious mind. The inq '< <^.doii which it procim i^d was such as 
has never been equalled. il * «nt down, not merely amidst cheer- 
ing, but amidst the loud < . pping of hands, in which the Lords 
below the bar and the sti a >iL*rr> in the gallery joined. T'he cx- 
citcmcni of the House was ii liiat no other speaker could obtain 
a hearing; and the debate adjourned. 'J 'he ferment spread 
fast through the town. Witldn lour and twenty hours, Sheridan 
was olbu-i'd a thousand pounds for ilu ropyright of the s|)ecch, if 
he would himself correct it for the Tlie impression made 

by this remarkable display of eloquence on M^vere and experienced 
critics, whose discernment may be .sjp|K>sedto liave been quickened 
by emulation, was deep and |»ermKneiit. Mr. \^'indhau1, twenty 
years later, said tiist the speech dc- rved all its lame, and was, in 
spite of some faults of taste, suclt as were seldom wanting either 
in the literary or in the parliamentary jierformanccs of SheridaUf 
t(^e finest that had been delivered within the memory of man. .Mr, 
Fox, about the same time, being airked by the late Lord Holland 
what wa« the best apeceh ever made lu the House of Commons, 
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awigned the first place» without hesitation, lo the great oration of 
Sheridan on the Oude charge. 

When the debate was reaoinetl, the tide ran so strongly ogainst 
the accused that his friends were coughed and s^yftd .down. 
Pitt ddclared himself for Sheridan’s motion ; ^nd the1i|ii^ioii was 
cai'ried by a hundred and seventy-five votes agitoat sizty-eigilt. 

The Opposition, flushed with victory and strongly si^fiport^ hy 
the public sympathy, proceeded to bring forward a sneeessioa^lif 
cliai'ges relating chi*':fij to pecuniary tranaaetions. The friends af 
Hastings weie discouraged, and iiaving now no hope of betng able 
to avert an impeucliment, were not very strenuous in their en* 
ertions. At len!>th the House, Iiaving agreed to twoulj ai'ticles eC 
chargt', direct^'d jiiirke to go before the Loi^ and tohnp e ni d dm 
late Governor-(Mj]ieral of' High Crimes and lfisdenieaimi)unA Sac^ 
tings was at tlic .'^ame time arrested by the Serjeant-at«nrsq%nnd 
carried to the bar of the Peers. 

U')ir vt^s.dun '.vas noa* within ten days of its clo^e. It was, thins* , 
fore., iin}*(>s.sible that any progi;ess couUl he tnude in the trial 
theijo.st year. I listings was admitted to ^ buil ; and faithetpiif, 
ceedingfj wore pu'^tponed till the Hoii.«cs should re-assemble. i’ 

Wi»en I'arlianjenl met in the following winter, the Commooi 
procwdt*<i to t'leot a < ymriiitt :c for managing ihe impeaenment* 
liurke smod at tlie lioail : and with him 'vvtT' associated most of 
the leading memhert’ of‘ ihc Opposilioii. iiut when the name of 
Prauris was read a I'if'rcc contention arus;’. Tt w'os said that 
Fr:in<’:s wad Hfc-^tings were, notoriously on bad terms, that they 
had been at fcuil during many years, that on one occasion their 
mutual a\pr.sion liad impelled them to se<'k each other's lives, and 
that it vv*»! Id be iiiiproj)!*!’ and indelicate rn scl*iGt a private enemy 
to be a oublic accuser. It was urged on the otlier aide w'ith great 
force, particularly by 3llr. Wimlliam. that impartiality, though the 
first duty of a judge, had n^ver been reckoned among the qualities 
of an advocate ; that in tlie ordinary administration of criminal 
justice among the English, the aggrieved party, ihe very last per. 
son who ought to be admitted into tlic jury-box, is tbe prosecutor; 
that what was wanted in u manager Tv:ts, not that he should be free 
from bia8,)but that he should be able, well informed, energetic, and 
active. ability and information of Francis were admitted ; ar;l 
tlio very flfiimo&ity w'irh which he. was reproached, whether a 
virtue or ai viee, was at least u pledge for liis energy and aottvtQr. 
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It seems to M^ute these arguments. Bsb% the mToterate 

lionm by Fiaacls to Hastings bad oxoited general fii^ust. 

Hoase decided ttmt Francis Wuld not be a manager. Pitt 
TOted vrith the in 2 g<a{^i Dnadas with the niinoritj. 

In Ihe tnean time, the preparations for the trial had proceeded 
vapidly; and on the Ifith of Fobruaiy, 1788, die sittings of the 
Court oOinmenced. lliere have been spectacles more dazzling to 
. the eye, more gorgeona wiih jewellery and cloth of gold, more at- 
tractive to grown-up chtldrc n, than that which was then exhibited 
at Westminster ; but, perl' ips, there never was a spectacle su w'cll 
calculated to atiike a hi^hl v cfultivated, a reflecting, an inmgina- 
.atve lmnd. All the various kinds of interest which belong to 
dm ^ear and to the distant, to the present and to tlie past, 

. collected on one spot, and in one liour. All the talents and 
accoiii{iU^^t» wliich are developed by liberty and civil- 
were w-itli every advontago that could l»c 

both and from contrast. Ivvery step in 

th<* i.iind either backward, thn^ugh many 
tmMfed cc^nneSi Id the daj^s when the foundations of our rousti- 
' tulSofi irere laid ; or far a a uy, ci* boundless seas and deserts, to 
^;teikyBotiqias living under strange stars, worshipping ^trange gods, 

' and w^riUfigetraiigee^ liom right to left. High Court 

^ pf Fttfiameilt won to. sit, according to forms handed down from 
‘ the days of the Flantagen<:ts. au Englishmau accused of exer- 
cising tyranny-over the lord of the holy city of llenares, and over 
lim ladies of the princely hou^ ' of Oudo. 

-i The*'ldace was woftby of such a triul.^ It was the great hall of 
lit^Uasi Uufos^ the hall whicli liuu resounded vrith acclamations 
•lyi^ ljbe inau^pratk^ of^dtirty kings, the Itall ^hicli had wi^essed 
tW,|oet 8enteiM|tj^ l^con and the just absolution oi‘ Somers, the 
"Ihili'^ere the' WMtieDce df Stratford had for a moment awed and 


mU'l^ere mo^meDce df .^afford had for a moment awed and 
ttielmn vkdwieim perty intnmed tvith just resentment,, the hall 
wi^»|QharleB bad oonuoiited the High Oenrt of Juatioewbb,^ 
wlddi.lwg faqjf redeemed bis finne. 
dhIU pdin^ wae^apting. The aMduei wem^ libed^ijlMli 
The utytU w«c« kept deer-hl’ eamd^i;:^ ' 1 
end ervioe, were tnanheOM ty Jm .laimkliii Ji;^ 
Ipppi^lwigiftHRnRi. ■. jiidym la Aeir 
on. jpeUtte af 

tw wa ny three ihe tjpgfk 
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House then iTM, walked in solenn CHTder from their oaital 
assembling to tin tribunal. The junior Baron pi^»eiit led Hm? 
way. Geor^ ^^ott, liord HcaiHeld. recently ennobled ftr Ida 
menloraUe d«(limce of Gibraltar against the fleM and arises 
France and The long procession was cbsed by ftol3l|4W. 

of Norfolk, Earl Marshal oi* the realm, by the groat d^gidtdto^' 
and by the brothers and^itt of the I^st of aU 01^ te 

Prince of Wales, conspicuous by his fine person and tABIO'lliiiy* 
ing^ 4^be grey old wirils were hung wHh tpcarlet The 
galleries were crowded^by an audieOtt aucb.os has e|k&f$ 
the fears or the emufation of an orator* Th^e 
together, from all parts of a great, free, enlightead|0l0d pip^ 
Bperous empire, grace aud female IbrclinCss, Aii and liilMng^ 
re]>ri^:jtinthtives of every science and of every art 
seated round ^the Queen the fair-hair^ youn;: dau|^ters bf*tjhe 
house of Brunswick. There, the Apibassadors uf ^resi 
Commoiiwealtiis gflxed with adniiratio^ on a spf^ctaite whidT^yio- 
other <o jntry injjie world could present There ^tdbDB, in 
prime o! her majestic beauty, kiokod with emotion 
passing :«11 the iinitaiions of the sti^e.^: Tbep the 
Koinan Ihnpire thought of the days when Cicero pi 
of SIcil} against Verres, and wheij, before a sen^ 
tained some show of freedom, Tacitua thuadecad a||pi{|^ 
pressor of Afj ica. Tliere were seen, aide 
paint' r nod thr greatest scholar of the age* « The jBpMdliy 
allureri Reynolds from that easel wUoh haw 
thouglitibl foreheads of so many wnters and stafetOEifej^m thfe 
.sweet 3inih‘.s of so i^any noble xnatitms. It bad tn, 

biispend his labom in that dark and pxpfojpd 
he iiad extracted a vast treasure of erudl^jp^a^fre^rbtoa^ often 
buried In the pirtb, too often paraded with ix)|ndii(^tia in* 
elegant >o?tentation. bu( still prpeiou^ miuiriiVjil^ aiflid 
There appeared the voUiptuous charms of her to wfiosu the hda^oC 
the had in secret plighted hi.*> felih. Thar^ to^wos siie, 

tbe mother of a beautiful moc, flui Saint Oewa whose 

feature.^ lightod up by love i.nd mvSkk rescued 

tim common decay. There won ^he ijenbera of tliat brii« 
Mout {society which quoted, criticiaed, aj|d esud^tOfsed rc|^ 

rich pifacook-hangiogs gf iMra* bfeikli||lip» And there 
wboso lips, inert; persupb{i\c thap thos<i;^ FiSi Intaseif, 
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bfikd carried the Westviilister election against palace and treasuiy, 
shone round Georgiana Duchess^of Deyonshire. ) 

The Seifeaata made proclamation. Hastings adyaneed to tha 
bar, and bent hia hnee. The' culprit was indeed not nnwortbj of 
that great presencei He had ruled an extensiye .and {)tf>pulous 
cauutrj. bad made laws (oid treaties,, had sent forth.armiei^ had 
set up and puUad down princes. And in his high place Us bad so 
borne hioiself, that all had feared him, that most had loved him, 
and tliat hatred itself eoiild deny him no title to glory, except 
virtue. He looked lil^e a gnat man, and not like a bad man. A 
person small and emaciated, yet deriving dignity from a carriage 
which, while it indicated d^Terciice to the court, indicated also 
habitjtal •^elf-possession aLii ;seif>respect, a high and intcllvctual 
forehead, a brow pensive, but m>l gloomy, a mouth of inllcxildo 
decision, a face pale and *t\t.rn. but seretK', on wluch was w- iiten, 
as legibly ns under the pictur in the council-chamber at 
MnfJ mqnn, hi arduis ; the a.-pcct with wlib ii M o great 

Proconsul presented hini^u! t > mis judges. 

His couriftpl accompanii \ iii. i, men all of whom wc: " afuTwards 
raised by their talents and ( : rning to the highest in their 
pi*ofcssioa, the bold and r :"t>ng-minded Law, afterwards Chief 
Jasticp of the King's Bi-n Ji; tiic more humane fiui eloquent 
Dallas, afterwards Chief Jnslicc of the Comiuon and Plomer 

whf)| near twenty years later. ?>uccc:5sfully coiiduct^^d in the some 
high court the defence of Lord and subsequently became 

^ VicCtclianccUor and Master of thi» l^olls. 

Hut neither the eulprit nor his advocates airract«*d so much 
BCdice as the accusers. In the initUt r>f the bla/e of led drapery, 

* ^ii{iaice had b^n fitted up with grc(;ri benches mud tables for the 
Ck^mons. The managers, w'ith Burke at their head; appeared ia 
full dress. The collectors of gossip did noc fail to remark that 
even Fox, generally so regardless of his ap]>earauce, had paid to 
the illastrious tribunal tlm compliment of wearing a bag and sword. 
Pitt had refused to be one of the (.(inductors of the impeachment ; 
and hiii commanding, ropious, and sonorous eloquence was wanting 
to that great must(<*r of various talents. Age and blindness had 
WKflMed Lord Norlh for the duties of a public prosecutor; and bis 
firiesids were left without the help of his excellent sense, his tact, 
and his urbanity. But, in apite of the absence of these two dis- 
riaguished members of ti^ Iiower House, the box in which the 



managers stood contained an array of speakers such as j^rhaps hiil 
not appeared together since the great age of Athenian eloqneiMK^ 
There were Fox and Sheridan, the English .Demostheiies and the 
English Ilyporides. There vras Burke, ignorant, indeed, or neg- 
ligent of the art of adapting his reasonings and his style to the co- 
pacity and taste of his hearers, but in amplitade of comprehension 
and richness of imagination superior to every orator, ancient or 
modern. There, with eyes reverentially fixed on Burke,, appeared 
the finest gentleman of tho age, his .form developed by every inan^ 
exercise, his face beaming with intelligence and spirit, the hige* 
nioits, the chivalrous, tiie high-^sonled Windham. Nor, though 
surrounded by such men, did the youngest manager pass ubno^ 
ticed. At an age wlien most of those who distinguish themselvtfs 
in life are still cont^Midiug for prises and fellowships at college, he 
had won for hiin-.df a conspicuous place in parliamedl No ad- 
vautagtj of Ibrtnne or connexion was wanting that could set o9to 
the height lus splendid talents and his unblemished honour. At 
twenty-three he had been thought worthy to be ranked with tiie 
veteran statesmen who appeared as the delegates of the British 
Common^., at the btir oi* the British nobi^ty. All who stood at that 
bar, save h im alone, are gone, culprit, advocates, accusers. To the 
generation which is now in the vigour of life, ho is the sde repre- 
hentativc rf a grout age which has passed away. But those who, 
within tin; last ton years, have listened with delight, till the morn- 
ing sun shone oti the tapestries of the House of Lords, to the lofty 
and :iniinaied chxjucnce of Charles Earl Grey, are able to form 
some estimate of the powers of a race of men amoDg whom heVaa 
not the foremost. 

The charges and tlie answers of Hastings were first read. The 
ceremony occupied two whole days, and was rendered less tedious 
than it would otherwise have ^eu by the silver voice and just 
emphasis of Cciwper, tlm clerk of the court, a near relation of the. 
amiable poet. >( pn the third day Burke rose. Four sittings were 
occupied by his opening speech, whh li was intended to be a general 
introduction to all the charges. With an extfbejande of thought 
and a apiendour of diction which more than satisfied the highly 
raised expectation of tlie nfidience, ho described the character and 
inatitiitjons of the natives of India, recounted the cireumstauces 
in which the Asiatfe empire of Britain had originated, and set forth 
tha oiKBkStkation of the Company and cf the English Ft^dencie$» 



Having to c<»inxnnnir4ite to his hoavm an idea of 

Eastern M ^tivid as that which existed ih hiaown mind, 

he ]m0Bade4.lo the administn^tion of Htuifiaga aa sjrstenf- 

atically CQtndddtied il^ defiance of morality and puUic law. The 
enem pathos ’ef the j;reat orator extorted capreaeions of 
unwoked admiriTtion from the stern and hostile Chamllor, and, 
for a moment, seemed to pierce even the resolute heart of the de- 
fendant, The ladies in the galleries, uiiaocustOTned to such dis- 
plays of eloqimeoe, excited hy tlie solemnity of the occ^ion, and 
perhaps not imvdihng to display their tastj^ and sensibility, were 
in a stato^of uncontr^lablc emotion. Handkerchiefs were pulled 
out; smoUing-bottled were handed round; hystmdcal sobs and 
aersams a^cre heard : and Mr^t. 8iieridan was carried out in a fit. 
At length the orator eonclnded. Raising liis voice till the old 
arches of Irish oaJc resoiiuded, Therefore,’’ said he, hntli it with 
all confidence been ordered by the Conimonsof Great Britain, that 
y 1 impeach Warren Hastings of liigh crimes and misdemeanours. 
jlinipc<ach liim in the name of the O^mmoni^ House of Parlinmenr, 

• whose trust he has betrayed. I impt-aeh him in the name of the 
I English nation, whose ancient honour he has sullied. I impracii 
I him in the name of the people of Indio, whose rights ho has trodden - 
' under foot, and whose coinifry he Ii.ms turned into a riosert. Last)}-, 
i in the name of homw nature itself, in the name nf both A^xes, in 
/ the name of every age, in the name of every rank, 1 impeach tlic 
' coirmon enemy and oppressor of all ! *’ y 

Wlien the deep mumur of vai-ious emotions' had subsided. 
Mrf Fox rose to address the L<jrd?« rfisp<?cting the course of pro- 
ceeding to be followed. The wish of the accusers was that the 
Court would bring to a close the investigation of the firsEt charge 
before, the second was opened. The wi.sh of ‘Hasiings and of his 
<munsel was that tlie managers should open sdl liic charge^ ^d 
produce all the evidence for tlie prosecution, befire the 
Ijcgan. The Lords retired 'to their own House to considei^, ijl^e 
question. Jhe Chanodlor took the side of Hastings. 
Loughborough, who was now in oppo^iition, saj sported the deoiaiM 
of the managers. The division showed which way the inclination 
of thh tribunal leaned. A majority of near three to one deddedin 
favi^ of the course for which Hastings contended. 

>,in^en the Court sat flg|UOt Mr. Fox, assisted by Mr. GtCfir 
the charge resjM^tii^ Cheyte Sing, and several days wate 



apent b rending papers and hearing witnessea Hie next artiela 
van that relating to the Prineesaes of Onde. 'nia eonddot of thU 
part of the case was eatrnstcd to Skwridan. 'l%e eaiiooi^ of fte 
pnUie 1» hear him waa unbeiuided. His apw^liiig miA highty 
finished declamation lasted two days ; but the Hatnraa eroNrded to 
Bnffivw ^n during the whole time. It was said tlmt fifty guineas 
had been paid for a single ticket. Sheridan, when be conclude^ 
contrived, with a knowledge of stage effect which bis father m^ht * 
have envied, to 8iDin>acE,li8 ITeaihust^, into the of Bnrii^ 
who hugged him with the energy of genen^ admiratiesL < 

June was now far advanced. The seiuion could nd last uialBh 
longer ; artd the progress which had been made in d|i^|NM«h- 
ment was not very satisfactory. There were twenty ehjpSge*. Oia 
two only of them had even the case for the proseoMien beeg. 
heard ; and it was now a year since Hastii^s bed heet^adoitte^Nki 
bail 

The interest taken by the public in the trial wu g^S|lM»<be 
Court began to sit, and rose to the hoiglft when Sheridaa^^paknen 
the charge relating to the Begums. From that tiam theeariteuent 
went down fast The speotacle'had lost fi»e attraction of Mvofty. 
The great displays of rhetoric were over. What waa bahiud was 
not of a nature to entice men of letters from their boobs is the 
morning, or to tempt ladies who had left the masqneradoattwvto be ■ 
out of ted before eight There remained examinatiosg sad cress- 
examinations. There remained statementa of acoovsts. These 
remained the reading of papers, filled with words uinntell^ble to 
English ears, with lacs and crores, aemindnrs and auntill, suuhuda 
and perwunnahs, jagbires and nuzzurs. There ranudned Uckcr- 
ings, not always carried on with the best taste m with the .hmt 
temper^ between the managers of the impeachment and the pmmsei 
for the deience, particularly between Mr. Burke and Mr, Law. 
There -remained the endless marches and countermarches ef the 
Peers between their House and the Hall : for as often ss a pcant of 
law was to be discussed, their Lordships retired to diaSMs it apart; 
and the consequence was, as s Peer wittily said, that the judges 
walked and the trial stood still.* 

It is to be added that, in the spriuj; of 1788, when tim trial com- 
no important question, etiier of denesUc or foreign 
policy, upeupied tho public mind. T le proeee^qg in Westminster 
^Wore, naturally attracted nost of the attention of Bsr- 
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liament and of the country. It was tlie one great event of that 
season. But in tBe following year the King's illness, the debates 
on the Regency, the expectation of a change of ministry, com- 
pleldy diverted public attention from Indian affairs ; and within a 
fertnight after George the Ihird had returned thanks in St. Paul’s 
for his recovery, the Statt*s-Genenil of France met at Versailles. 
In the midst of the agitation produced by these events, the im- 
peachment was for a time almost forgotten. 

. The trial in ihe Hall went on languidly. In the session of 
1788, when the pi*oeeedings had the interest of noveky, and when 
‘the l^eers had little other business before tliem, only thirty-five 
days were given to the imi)‘Mchment. In 1789, the Regency Bill 
occupied the Upper Himim- till the session was far advanced. 
When the King rocover^'l the circuits were bcginnmg. Tiie 
judges Ittt town ; the Lords waited for the return of the oracles of 
jurispruJtince ; and the ceiuequence was that during tin* whole 
year seventeen days v ere given to the case of Hast iiigs. It 
was ch^*.: that the matter woui 1 be protracted to a length unpre- 
cedented in the annals of crimiiial law. 

In truth, it is impossible to deny that impeachment, though it is 
a tine ceremony, and though it may have been useful in the seven- 
teenth oentury, is not a proceeding from w’hich iniK’li good can now 
be ex)>e( tcd. Whatever confi«h*'ice luay be placed in the decision 
of the Peers- on an appeal ari ing uut of ordinary litigation, it is 
certain that no man ha.? the .h ast ennlit^euce in their impartiality, 
when a great public functionr,!*' . <-hargcd with a great state crime, 
is bi^ugiit to their bar. They arc, ail politicians. There is hardly 
one among them t^ose vote on an impeaclinicnt may not be con- 
fidcntly predicted before a witness has been examined ; and, even 
if it were possible to rely on theii justice, they would still be quite 
unfit to try such a cause as that of Ila.-tings. They sit only 
during half the year. They have to transact much legislative and 
much judicial business. The law-lords, whose advi(;e is required 
to guide the unearned majority, arc employed daily in administer- 
ing ju»nce elsewhere. It is impossible, therefore, that during 
a busy session, tbe Upper H^use should give more than a few 
days to an impeachment. T expect that thoir liordships wonld 
give up partridge-.chooting, i order to bring the greatest delin- 
(luentto speedy ju.-iice, or to [elieve accused innocence by speedy 
acquittal, would be unreasoi table indeed. A well constituted 
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tribunal, sitting regularly siic days in the week, and nine hours 
in the clay, would have brought the trial of Hustings to a close in 
less than tiirec months. The Lords had not finished their work in 
seven years.* 

The result ceased to be matter of doubt, from the time when the 
Lords resolved that they would be guided by the rules of evidence 
which are received in the inferior courts of the realm. Those 
rule.^, it is well known, exclude much information whieh^onld bo 
rjuitc sufficient to determine the conduct of any reasonable man, in 
the most important transactions of private life. These rules, at 
every assizes, save scores of culprits whom judges, jury, and 
spectators, firmly believe to be guilty. But wIkmi those rules were 
rigidly ajtplied to offences committed many ycar^ before, at tlie 
distil nec of many thousands of miles, conviction was, of ^ttrse, out 
of the question. We do not blame the accused iind his counsel 
for availing themselves of every legal advantage in older to obtain 
an acquittal But it is clear that an acquittal bO obtained cannot j 
be pleiidc-d in bar of the judgment of history. i 

Severiil attempts were made by tlie friends of Hastings to put a 
stop to th( trial. In 17^9 they proposed a vote of censmre upon 
Burke, for some violent language which he had used respecting 
the death of Nuncomar ojid the connexion between Hastings and 
Impey. llurkowas then unpopular in the last degree both with 
the House and with the country. The asperity and indecency of 
some expi'C'^sions wdiich he. had used during tlie deba|es on the 
Ih^gency had annoyed oven his warmest friend The vote of 
ce.nsurc wa- carried; and those 'vvlio had moved it hoped tlmt the 
managf'i's wtmld resign in disgust. Burke was deeply hurt. But 
his zt^al fi»i what he considered as the cause of justice and mercy 
triuniphed over his personal feelings. He received tlie censure of 
the Hou.s<^ with dignity and meekness, and declared that tiu |)er- 
Aonal inoi'tificatioii or humiliation shciidJ induce him to dinch fi*om 
the sacred duty which he had undertaken. 

Tn the following year the Parliain^uit w'as dissolved ; and the 
friends of Hastings entertained a hope that the new House of 
Commons might not be disposed to go on with the impeachment. 
They began by nmintaiiiing that tlu* wiiole pi'oceediiig' was termi- 
nated by the dissolution. Defeated on this pointy they made a 
direct motion that tlie impeachment should be dropped ; but they 
a*ore delhatcd by the combined forces of the Goremmeat and tlie 

o 



0 })iH)sitlon. It Tvw, howcior, resolved that, for the sake of expe- 
dition, many of tlic articles should be withdrawn. In tnitii, hud 
not some sucli measure been adopted, the trial would Lave lasted 
fill the defendant was in hi£ grave. ^ 

At length, in llic spring of 179«5, the decision was pronoiince(i, 
near eight years after Hastings had been br«>ught by the Serjeant* 
nt-ariris of tlie Commons to the bar of the Lords. Un the last day 
of this gi . at procedure the public curiosity, long sufipended, seemed 
lu h* rt vived. Anxiety about the judgment tiiore could be none ; 
for it had been folly ascertained that there was a great majority 
for tlie defendant. Neverlheless many wished to sec the j)ugeant, 
and the Hail W'as os much crowded ns on the first day. But those 
^ who, having been present on the first day, now bore a part in ihe 
proceedings of the last, were few ; and most of thi>se few w'cre. 
altered men. 

As Hc^stings himself said, the arraignment hod tak< u pliice be- 
fore one generation, and the judgment was promi.iuccd hy another. 
The spectator could not look at the woolsack, or at the redheuebes 
of the Peers, or at the benches of the Coiiiuion?, without 

seeing something that rc'inijidcd him of the instnhil'.iy of ull inirnaii 
things, of the instability of power and fame and life, of llie more 
lamentable instability of friendsbip. The great seal w.as borne 
before Lord lwOUghborou;,li, who, livhen tlm trial t oiiiiiienml, was 
a fierce opponent of Mr. Pitt’s government, and who was now u 
iiiGnibcT of that goverllme^l^ while Thurlow, who presided in the 
court when it first sat, esn-.nged from all his old allies, sat sc('Wl- 
ing among the junior barons. Of about a liundivd and sixty 
nobles who walked in the ] r(K;cs^ion on the first day, sixty had 
beem laid in their family vaults. .Still more affecting must have 
been the sight of the maiiagera 1 h»x. AVhut luui become of that 
fair ftdiowship, so closely bound together by jiuldic and private 
tics, 60 resplendent with every talent oiid nrcompH.shment ? It 
had been scattered by calamities more iutter than thi- bitterness of 
death. The great chiefs were still living, and still ii' the full 
vigour of their genius. But their friendsliip was nt an end. It 
had been violently and publicly dissolved, with tears and stormy 
reproaches. If those men, once so dear to each other, were now 
compelled to meet for the purpose of m.aiiaging the iiufienchmeiit, 
0 they met as straugers whom public business had brought together, 
and behaved to each other with cold and distant civility. Burke 
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hnil in liis vortex whirle^l away Windham. Fox had been fol- 
lowed by Sheridan and Grey. 

Only Iwcnly-nine Pcer^ voted. Of these only six found Has- 
tings guilty on the charges relating to Clieytc Sing and to the 
Ik'giiiiis. On Ollier charges, the majority in his favour was still 
griiater.* On some he was uiioniraously absolved. He was then 
enllud to the bar, was informed fronj the woolsack that the Lords 
hud acquitted him, and was solemnly discharged. Ite bowed 
respectfully and retin-d. 

Wc iiave said th:u the decision had been fully expected. It was 
also g(‘iuTa11y approved. At the commencement ol' the trial there 
find been a strong and indeed unreasonable feeling against Has. 
tings. At the. close of the trial there was a feeling equally strong- 
a;i(l cquall}' unreasonable in his iavour. One cause of the change 
was, no tioulftj wdiiit is commonly called the fickleness of the mirt* 
tit tide, but wliat seem.s to ns to be merely the general law of 
human nature. Ijoth in individuals and in masses violent ex- 
ritciijont U always followed hy mnission, and often by reaction. 
We itr<‘ all inclined t' ilepreciiitcs M'batevcT wv. have overpraised, 
and. on tli*' other hand, to show undue indulgence where we have 
shown uudiio rigour. It was tlius in the case of Hastings. The 
Ic ugtk o f Ills trial, moreover, made, him an object of comp^sion. 
It was thought, and not without reason, that, even if he was guilty 
ho still an ill-used nuui, and that ap im pe achinent of e igh)^ 
years ^t*lt that, 

though, in the ordinary course of criminal law, a defendant is not 
jilhjwcd to set off his good actions against his crimes, a great poli- 
lical cause siiuuld be tried on difihivnt pi inciples, and that a man 
wlio had governed an empire d.nring thirleen }ears might have 
dor.e s:»inc ver} reprehensible things, and yot luiglit be on the 
wli'de desci vij:g of rewards and honoin*^ rather than of fine and 
imprisonment. 'I he press, an iiistruiiiont neglectetl by the pro- 
nicutora, was u^ed by Hasting.- aii-l his friends w’ilh great effect. 
JCvcry ship, too, that arrivcid from iVladras or Bengal, brought u 
cuddy full of his admirers. Every gentleman from India spoke of 
t!ic late Govcrn(>i-rfcncrnl as Laving deserved better, and having 
been treated wora,?, than ofiy inati living. Tlic effect of this testi- 
mony unaiiimously given b} nil persons who knevr the East, was 
naturally very great. Eciiivd mciubtrs of the Indian services, 
civil and military, were settleil in all corners of the kingdom. 
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Each of them was, of course, in his own little circle, regarded as 
an oracle on an Indian question; and they were, with scai^cely one 
cAoeption, the zealous advocates of Hastings. It is to be added, 
that the numerous addresses to the late Governor-General, which 
his friends in Bengal obtained from the natives and transmitted to 
England, made a considerable impression. To these addresses we 
attach little or no imporlaucei That Hastings was liolovcd by the 
people "whoin be g<)vcrncd is true; but the eulogies of pundits, 
fcpmindars, Mahommedan doctors, do not prove it to be true. For 
an English collector or jnilge would have found it easy to induce 
any native who could write to sign a panegyric on tiie most 
odious ruler that ever was in Tndiar it was said that at Benares, 
the very place at which tlip acts set forth in the first article of 
impeachment had been committed, the natives had erected a 
temple to Hastings; and this story excited a strong sensation in 
Kitgland. Burke*s observations on the apotheosis were admiralde. 
He saw no reason for astoiiMunent, ho said, in the incident 'which 
had been represented us striking, lie knew something of the 
mythology of the Brahmins. He knew that as they worshipped 
some gods from love, so tiiey worshipped others iVom fear. He 
knew that they erected shrine i, not onl}' to the lerilgnarit deities 
of light and plenty, but .J-'o to the. fiemU who preside over sinull- 
pox and murder; nor diil he at all dispute the claim of Mr. 
Hastings to l>e admitted ii'?** suc h a Pantheon. This reply has 
always struck us as one oi' ihe finest that ever w^as made in 
Parliament. It is a grave ai. I lorcible argument, decorated by the 
most brilliunt wit aud fancy. 

Hastings was, however, safe. B«;t in every thing except cha- 
racter, he would have l»een far hc ircr ofl'if, when first iinpi'uched, 
he liad at once pleaded guilty, and paid a fine ol fifty thousand 
pounds. He w'as a ruined nuiii. The legal expenses of hi s> de- 
fence Iiad been enormous. The expense-^ which did not appear in 
his attorney’s bill were perhaps large** still. Great sums had been 
paid to' Major Scott. Great sui!i3 had been hud out in bribing 
newspapers, nnvarding pamphleteers^, and circulating tracts. Burke, 
so early as 1790, declared in the Ilou.se of C'ommons that twenty 
thousand pounds had been em^doyed in corrupting the press. It 
is certain that no controversial weafK)n, from the grave^l reasoning 
to the coarsest ri baldly, was loft uncinployccL Logaq defended 
the accused Governor with great ability in prose. For the lovers 
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of vorse, the speeches of the managers were burlesqued in Simp- 
kin s letters. It is, we are afraid, indisputalde that Hastings 
stooped BO low as to court the aid of that malignant and filthy 
baboon John Williams, who called himself Anthony Pasquin. It 
was necessary to subsidise such allies largely. The private hoards 
of Airs. Jlustiugs had disappeared. It is said that the bankair;t^ 
whom tlioy had been intrusted had failed. Still if Hasthigi^'Md 
practised strict economy, he would, after all his losses, hurorhad a 
iriodf^rate cx>mpeteuce ; but in the management of his j^vaid alfiiirs 
liC ^\ imprudent. The dearest wish of his heart had always been 
\i) regain Daylesibnl. At length, in the very year in whidi his 
trial commenced, tho wish v/as accomplished ; and dto donuun^ 
alienated more than seventy years before, retprued to the descend^ 
ant of its old lorda. Hut the manor house was a ruin ; and the 
jrrournis round it had, during many years, bf'cn utterly neglected. 
Hustings proceeded tu build, to plant, to form a sheet of water, to 
ex<‘:iv:Uo. a grotto ; and, before he was dismissed from the bar of 
Hr-, liouse of Lord^*, lie had expended more than foity thousand 
pouniJs !i adorning hiM scut. • 

The ^i-neral ieeling both of the Director and (jf the proprietors 
of the Lust India Corn))uny was that he had gtxut eluirason tbcuu, 
that ]jis ^crvicc<s to them hud been eoiinent, and that his misfor- 
tunes hati be«‘n the cli'ect of his /.cal for thoir interest. His friends 
in Lcudciiiiall Street proposed to reimburse him the costs of 
his trial, and tu settle (*n him an annuity of five thousand pounds 
a year. But the consout of the Board of Conti-ol was necessary ; 
and ::t the head of the Hoard of Control was Mr. Dundas, who 
had hiiiiself been a purty to the imptachmciit, who had, on that 
account, been rewiled with great Littiu’uess by the adherents of 
llusti:ig>, and who, therefore, was ii(‘r in a very complying mood. 
He rei iaed to consent to what the Directors suggested. The Di- 
rceiors remonstrated. A. long controversy followed. Hastings, 
in the meuii time, was reduced to such distress, that he could 
iiurJly pay his weekly bills. At length a compromise was made. 
An annuity for life of four tbonsand pounds was settled on Hastings; 
and ill order to enable him to meet pressing demands, howas to receive 
ten years* aiinuiiy in advance. The Company was also permitted 
to lend him fifty tliousand pounds, to be repaid fay iifttalmeiits 
without interest. This relief, though given in the most absurd 
manner, was sulficlcnt to enable the retired Qovennor to live in 
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comfort, and even in luxury, if he had been n hkilful manager. 
But he was careless and pn»ru>e, and was more tlian once under 
the necessity of applying to the Company lor ussistance, which 
M'as liberally given. 

He had security and afUuence, but not tlic pr»wer and dignity 
which, when he landed from India, ho had reason to expect. He 
had then looked forward to ti coronet, a I'cd riband, a seat ut tlio 
Connell Board, an office ut "WhiMiail. Ho was then only fifty- 
two, liiid might hope for many yefirs uf bodi!}* niiii mental vigour. 
The case was widely diffi‘r'*r.t when he left the bar of the liords. 
He was now' too old a iu:iii to turn Ids mind to a new' class of 
studies and duties. He bad no chance of receiving any mark of 
royal favour while Mr. i*itt remained in power ; and, when Mr. 
Pitt retired, Hastings wa;' approaching his seventitah year. 

Once, and only once, after his acquittal, he interfered in politics; 
and that interference was urt mueli to his honour. In 1{5()4 he 
exerted himself strenuously to prevent Mr. Addington, against 
whom Fox and Pitt had Cf.mbined, from resigning the Treasury. 
It is difficult to believe that a man so able and energetic as 
Hastings t‘nn have thought th:.i, when Bonaparte wus at Boulogne 
with a great army, the defence of our island could safely be in- 
trusted to a ministry which did n(»t contain a sinirle ]>crsoii wluun 
fiatt«^ry could describe as a gr-'ut statesman. Jt is alsi» certain 
that, on the important question which hud raised Mr. Addington 
to power, nnd on whicit L * tliFered from ht»th Fox and Pitt, 
Ilohtingi;, .as might have be^'u expeeted, agra d witli Fux. and Pill, 
and was decidedly opposed Addington. Ihdigious intolerance 
has never beon the vice of th *, Iiehau service, and certainly w’ln 
not the vice of Hastings. But Mr. Addington had treated him 
with nmrked favour. Fox had been a principal manager of the 
iinpeachmeiit. To Pitt it was owing that there had been an im- 
peachment; nnd Hostings, we fear, was on this occasion guided 
by personal considerations, rather than by a regard to the public 
interest. 

Tlie last twenty-four years of his life w'cre chicily passed at 
Oaylesford. He amused himself w ifh embellibhing his griuinds, 
riding fine Arab horses, fattening prize-cattle, and trying to rear 
Indian auimnla and vegetables in England. He sent fur bccds of 
a very fine custard-apple, from the garden of wliat hud once been 
his own villa, among the green hedgerows of Alliporc, lie tried 
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also to natiiralisc 2 in WorccstersLiro the delicious loechec, almost 
the only fruit of Keiigal which desCTves tv bo regrette3 even 
iioiidst the plenty of Covent Garden. The jlogul emperors, iv 
the time of their greatness, had in vain attempted to introduce 
into Hindostan the goat of the table^land of Thibet, whose down 
siipplir'S tlie l(K«ms of Cashmere with the materials of the finest 
frlinwls. Hastings tried, with no better fortune, to rear a breed at 
Dc'.ylesford; nor does he seem to have succeeded better 'with the 
cattle of Bootan, whose tjiils are in high esteem ao the best fans 
for br'isliiiig awry the mosquitoes. 

Litei-atiiir divided his attention with his Cimservatori^ and his 
iiienagrri';. Tie 1 ad always loved books, and they were now nc- 
ce-isary to lihn. TiiOugU not a poet, in Any high sense of the 
v/ord, he wTi'U' neat r.nil polished lines with great facility, and 
\vt[> r< nd of c.%> r(‘i?iing this fident. Indeed, if '.^'o must spealMiut 
lie fi-oi'is to have bfi n more of a Trissotin than un.-i to be expected 
ln»m iIm* pnwi.r*^ of iiuiid, and from the great part which he 
had jl ; cd in hfe. '^Vo ..n- in these Memoirs thtit tlu* 

i’s si i '!’ig N^hieb Ik did in tie morning was to write a copy of 
Wij'Ti tlic family and guest ' assembled, the poem made 
ir» ii; Mi.ee ns reguhirly us the eggs and rolls; and Mr. Glcig 
reqiiir s ua lo tliat, if from any accident Iinstings came to 

lix* 1 r '.'ivfnsl-Tiiblo '.itliuut one of his charming performances in 
his ii.r . 1 , the omission was felt by all as a griciOiis disappoint- 
ment. Tastts did'vr widely. For ourselves, we must say that, 
hov. ver jood tli'j bre.uurii>ts at Daylesford nia} have been. — and 
we I- u ^iired that the tea was of tlie most tironiatic flavour, and 
that lU'itiior longue nor vcnison-pasiy was wauting,— we should 
have 1 hi. '.gilt the reckoning high if we liad been forced to earn 
<Mir n pa'! by listening every day to a new madrigal or sonnet 
co:o])n>vd by our liofit. Wc are glad, however, tluit Mr, Gleig has 
picscrvcd this little feature uf chnnicter, though wc think it by 
no means a beauty. It i.s good to he oficii reminded of tlic incoii' 
sistenej- of human nature, and to knrn to look without wonder or 
uisgust on the weaknesses which aiv found in the strongest minds- 
ilioiiysius in old times, Frederic in tlic last century, with capacity 
and \ igour equal to the conduct of the greatest uflairs, united all 
tlic little vanities and affectations of provincial blue-atockings. 
^J'he&c great examples may console the admirers of Hastings for 
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the affliction Miog him reduced to the level of the Ilaylcya and 
Sewards. 

When Haati]|jg;f had passed many years in retirement, and had 
long ilVl ijhimaion ago of men, he again became for a sliort 

time an general attention. In 1813 the charter of the 

East India Cokn^smy was renewed; and much discussion about 
Indian affluilB took place in Parliament. It was determined to 
examine witnesdu. at the bar of the Commons ; and Hastings was 
ord(‘red to attend. He had appeared at that bar once before. It 
w’as when he read his answer to tlie charges which Burke liad laid 
oil the table. Since that time twenty-seven years had elapsed; 
public feeling had undergutio a complete change ; the nalion had 
now forgotten his faults, and remembered only his ser\iccs. The 
reapponranCiS too, of a man wlio had been among the most dis- 
tinguished of a generation fhar had passed away, who now be- 
longed to history, and who M-enicd to have risen Inmi the dead, 
could noi but prince a solemn and pathetic effect. Th<'. Commons 
received liim with acclamation'^, ordered a chair to be set ior him, 
and, wlien lie retired, ix)sc and uncovered. There wvn*. indt*cd, a 
few wlio did not sympathize ivitli the general feeling. (>/)e or two 
of the managers of the iinpc:achnjent were present. Thry sate in 
the same scats which tliey had occupied when thi'v Iniil iieeii 
tlianked for the services which thi'y had renden-d in Wesiminst«T 
Hall: for, by tbe courtesy oi the House, a member who has been 
thanked in his place is collar* .^red as having a right always io 
occupy that place. These men were not rlisposed to admit 
that they had employed sever:.] of the best years of tlioir ii\eB in 
Ijersecuting an innocent man. i hty accordingly kept tlieir seats, 
and pulled their hats over their brows : but the exceptions only 
made the prevailing enthusiasm more remarkable. ■ Tin; Lords rc- 
cciveil the old man with similar tokens of res{>ect. The University 
of Oxford conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Laws ; and, 
in tbe Sbeldonian Theatre, the undergraduates welcomed him 
wdth tumultuous cheering. 

These marks of ])ublic esteem were soon followed by marks of 
royal favour. Hastings was sworn of tbe Privy Council, and was 
admitted to a long private audience of the Prince Regent, w lio 
treated him very graciously. When the Emperor of Russia and 
the King of Prussia visited Esgland, Hastings appeared in their 
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train both at Oxford add in tba Ghiildhall of liondoi^ a^ 
though surrounded by a crowd prinoea and great wnrtlbns 
was every where received with fluaria rf respect and admira* 
tion. He was presented Ij the Prinoo Regent both to Alexander 
and to Frederic William; and his Bojal Highness went m far 
aa to declare in public that honours iar Ingher than o seat in the 
Privy Council were due, and would soon be paid, to theeM who 
had saved the British dominions in Asia. Ilastfaigs new eonr 
ficlcntly expected a peerage ; but from some nnexplaioed etUM^ 
bo was again disappointed. 

He lived about four years longer, in the enjoymam of good 
spirits, of fbcultieB not impaired to any pAiful or degradbg extent, 
and of health such ss is rardy enjoyed hy tEose who attain audi 
an age. At length, on the twenty-second ol Au;;rust, 1818; in the 
eighty-sixth year of his age, he met deidi with the same ,traiM|nil 
aid decorous loititudc which he had i^iposed to all the trials of his 
various and eventful life. 

With ;dl his faults, — and tl^qr were neither few nor small 
only one cemetdky was worthy to contain his remains. In that 
temple of bilence and reconciliation where the enmities of twenty 
generations lie buried, in the Great Abbey which has during many 
ages afforded a quiet resting-place to those whose minds and bodies 
have been shattered by the oontcations of die Great Hdi, ihe dost 
of the illustrious ai^cused should have mingled with the dust 
of the illusrrious accusers. This was not to b& Tet the place of 
interment was not ill chosen. Behind the <Aancel of die pariih 
church of Daylesford, in earth which already held the hones of 
many chiefs of the house of Hustings, was laid tlie oofBn of the 
greatest maa who Las ever borne that ancient and widdy extended 
name. Oii that very spot probably, fourscore years before^ the 
little Warren, meanly dad and scantily fed, had played with the 
children of ploughmen. Even then bis young miud had revolved 
plans which might be called romantic. Yet; however romantic, 
it is not likely diat they had been so strange us the truth. Not 
only had the poor orphan retrieved the fallen fortunes of his line. 
Not only hod he repurchased the old loads, and rebuilt the old 
dwelling. He liad preserved and extended an empire. 9e had 
founded a polity. He had administered governmeiit snd wer udtt 
more than the capacity of Bicbelieu. He had patronhvd lirenrigg 
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irith the jttdiriooe libenlity of Coemo. He had been attacked 
by the moit fomiidalda eombination of enemies that ever sought 
the destmetioD of a aingle vidihi $ and over that combination, after 
a atroggleof ten yaara he had triumphed, lie had at length gone 
down to his grave in the fulness of age, in peace, after so many 
troubles, in honour, after so much obloquy. 

Those who look on his character without favour or malevolence 
will prononiuse that, in the two great elements of all social virtue, 
iu respeet for the rights of others, and in 6ym{)athy for the suffer- 
ings of others, he was deficient. His principles were somewhat 
lax. His heart was som^hat hanl. But though we cannot with 
truth describe him dther^ ss a righteous or as a merciful ruler, we 
cannot regard without admiratiou tlie amplitude and fertility of 
his intellect, his rare talents for command, for administration, and 
for controversy, his dauntless courage^ his honourable poverty, hi^ 
fervent zeal for the interests of the states his noble eipianimity, 
tned by both extremes of fortune, and never disturbed by cither. 
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